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GUN CACHE AT MURDER SCENE STUDIED FOR FOREIGN LINKS 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 7 


(Text | 


Tests in Melbourne 


TESTS on guns found in Vic- 


bourne began test firing a 


of guns were found in the haul 
— their biggest. 


Jan 83 p 3 


painter and docker was mur- 
dered on Monday. 

Ian Carroil, 35, died from a 
single bullet to the chest after 
an argument with two men 
and a woman. 

Homicide detectives have 
kept quiet about other items 
founc in the house, but it is 
known such things as bala- 
clavas, overalis and security 
guard uniforms were found. 
The Melbourne homicde 
squad chief, Inspector Ted Page, 
declined to say whether police 
would invite the Royal Commus- 
sion into the Federated Ship 
Painters and Dockers Union to 
inspect the weapons. 


IRA Connection 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 8 Jan 83 p 1 


‘tea 7 
(sexe | 


in 
ee ene 
ha. 

Further police inquiries are 

made overseas in a bid to 
identify the other 20 or so 
pons — including machine 
rifles — which were found in 
the house. 

Carrol) died after being 
struck in the chest by a bullet 
fired from a handgun during a 
gun fight with two men and a 


to interview are NSW escapee, 
Russell Cox, 33, and former 
South Australian policeman 
Colin Creed. 


Detectives said they now be- 
lieve Cox may have been hiding 
in Carroll's Mt Martha holiday 


Detectives said there 
a red to have been a fist 
t before both Carroll and 
one of the men drew handguns 


we yy 
CIB head Det. Chief Supt 


Phil Bennett, said yesterday po- 
lice investigation at the house 
bad unearthed a Pandora's box 
of major crime. 


AUSTRALIA 




















cso: 


It is believed that if police” 
catch the Mt Martha killers 
of major Victorian crimes, in- 
cluding murders and large pay- 
roll robberies. 


ae ate td 
had the } 
seaed ent was dustopel 
very soon,” a detective said. 
Items found in the home in- 
cluded the tools of trade used 


by a gang believed responsible_ 


4200/6005 


for vp to $1.3 million in armed 
ho'd-ups, including two Vicrail 
pa grabs. Links have also 
been established with Austra- 
lia’s largest bank hold-up at 
Footscray last year and a 
$264,000 payroll raid at 
Somerton 


Detectives believe Carroll 
used a small calibre handgun to 
wound one of his assailants. 
They were waiting for forensic 
scientists to analyse blood 
found in two vehicles at the Mt 
~~ house Gh in a panel 
van dumped killers in 
Oakleigh. 




















BURMA 


COMBAT NEWS FROM KACHIN, SHAN STATES 


BK211009 (Clandestine) Voice of the People of Burma in Burmese 0030 GMT 
20 Mar 83 


[Text] On 19 February, a guerrilla attack by a small unit of the people's 
army at the (Dunhsan) confluence of creeks on Waingmaw-Chipwi Road resulted 
in one enemy soldier being killed and another wounded. Also, on 1 March, 
mines planted by a small guerrilla unit between (Hpongmaw) and (Myitlwe) 
resulted in one enemy soldier being killed. 


‘On 24 February, an attack by a small unit of the people's army at Ho-Hsa, 
(Mongdi) Township in Kutkai District, resulted in three enemy soldiers from 
the military government's mercenary 10th Infantry Regiment being wounded. 


On 6 March, a clash broke out between the people's army and the mercenary 
lst Kayah Rifles Regiment northeast of Keng Tung. In the battle, 20 enemy 
soldiers were killed and more than 60 others were wounded. One G-4 and some 
ammunition were captured from the enemy. 


Combat news of the Shan State Army [SSA]: On 4 March, it was learned that 
a small guerrilla unit of the SSA attacked and destroyed a train engine of 
the military government on the Kyaukme-Hsipaw Line, at a place 2 miles 
south of the (Bawcho) Railways Station. 


CsO: 4211/21 














INDONESIA 





NEW DEFENSE MINISTER ON ARMED FORCES PROJECT 












BK201224 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0700 GMT 19 Mar 83 


[Text] Defense Minister General Poniman, in an interview with Radio Repub- 
lik Indonesia after attending an installation ceremony of Development IV 
Cabinet Ministers presided over by President Suharto at the State Palace, 
said that the "armed forces enter the village" program will be directly 
directed by the armed forces commander. According to Minister Poniman, 

the Defense and Security Affairs Department will only handle the organiza- 
tional and administrative aspects of the program because the "armed forces 
enter the village” program is an operational matter. 


Minister Poniman said that military training at higher educational a- 
stitutions was still handled by the Defense and Security Affairs Department 
because the training is related to national resilience. 


Defense Minister General Poniman was still unable to elaborate on the pro- 


grams he was going to implement because the post of defense and security 
affairs minister was not yet transferred from General M. Yusuf. 


CSO: 4213/514 








KAMPUCHEA 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION REPORT FOR 14-20 MAR 


BK210751 [Editorial Report] Monitored Kampuchea media have reported the 
following agricultural developments in the reporting period 14-20 March: 


Takeo: Phnom Penh Radio at 1300 GMT on 14 March reports that during the 

last rainy season peasants in Bati District, Takeo Province, planted more 

than 17,000 hectares of rice which yielded 22,400 metric tons of paddy. 

About 1,400 metric tons of paddy were sold to the state. Up to now, 1,330 
hectares of rice have been transplanted. The radio at 0430 GMT on 15 March 
adds that by 25 February, Takeo Province has planted 21,300 hectares of dry- 
season rice, including 6,300 hectares of IR-36 rice strain, with Treang 
District transplanting 4,117 hectares, Prey Kabbas 6,386 hectares and Samracng 
3,120 hectares. 


Kompong Cham: Radio Phnom Penh at 0430 GMT on 16 March reports on agri- 
cultural production in Stoeng Trang District, Kompong Cham Province, as fol- 
lows: By early March, 4,405 hectares of ricefields had been harvested, 100 
metric tons of paddy sold to the state and 300 hectares of tobacco planted. 
By 5 March, 12 metric tons of tobacco had been collected and 190 hectares of 
subsidiary crops planted; over 8,500 head of cattle, over 26,700 pigs, 
chicken and ducks had been raised and 310 metric tons of fish caught. 

Phnom Penh SPK in French at 0427 GMT on 18 March says that 64 hectares of 
land have been cleared in Srei Santhor, Kang Meas, Kompong Siem and Kaoh 
Sotin Districts in Kompong Cham Province. The province plans to clear 700 


hectares. 


Kampot: By 18 February, peasants in this province had sold to the state 
4,473 metric tons of paddy, including 243 metric tons of rice seeds, reports 
Phnom Penh Radio at 1100 GMT on 17 March. 


Battambang: SPK at 0426 GMT on 18 March notes that the tractors service 
sector of Battambang Province has worked on 300 hectares of land in three 
districts--Battambang, Mongkolborei and Preah Net Preah. 


CSO: 4212/27 











KAMPUCHEA 


EDITORIAL HAILS FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH GDR 
BK200728 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1100 GMT 18 Mar 83 


[Station editorial: "The Bond of Friendship and Cooperation Which Has Al- 
ways Been Perfectly Strengthened and Developed") 


[Text] The special sentiments of friendship and solidarity that have existed 
since time immemorial between the peoples of our two countries--the PRK and 
the GDR--have been gradually and perfectly strengthened and developed and 

are gaining more profound significance. 


This relationship was born from the noble ideals of our two fraternal peoples 
who are imbued with the noble spirit of proletarian internationalism in the 
cause of struggle to defend peace and build their socialist societies. On 

18 March 1980, Comrade Chairman Heng Samrin and Comrade Erich Honecker, 
general secretary of the SED Central Committee and chairman of the GDR State 
Council, signed a treaty of friendship and cooperation between the PRK and 
the GDR. Thus, 18 March 1980 has become a living symbol in the history of 
the creation of the bond of solidarity and mutual cooperation between the two 


nations--Kampuchea and Germany. 


During the past more than 4 years, under the correct and wise leadership of the 
KPRP, our entire people have struggled enthusiastically to defend and build the 
fatherland and to eradicate the immense consequences of the genocidal Pol Pot- 
Ieng Sary-Khieu Samphan regime--lackey of the Beijing expansionists. The 

great revolutionary achievements we have accomplished so far cannot be sep- 
arated from the valuable support and assistance of the fraternal socialist 
countries, including the GDR. This is an irrefutable offspring of the treaty 
of friendship and cooperation between the two countries. 


Today, in addition to jointly celebrating the 165th birth anniversary and 
100th death anniversary of Karl Marx--the outstanding, heroic son of the 
German people who created scientific communism--our people are joyfully wel- 
coming the third anniversary of the signing of the treaty of friendship and 
cooperation between the PRK and GDR. During the past 3 years, the good rela- 
tions of internationalist characteristics between the two countries have 
genuinely served the common, fundamental goals and interests for the happi- 
ness of the two peoples and for the people and social progress of each 


nation. 











The party and government of the GDR have always supported the good will 
position and peaceful foreign policy pursued by the party and government of 
the PRK. In particular, recently, the party, government and people of the 
GDR warmly and enthusiastically welcomed and voiced support for the two 
Statements of the party-state summit conference of Laos, Kampuchea and 
Vietnam held in Vientiane. The GDR has also voiced firm support for the 
PRK's right to representation in various international forums, such as at 
the United Nations and the Seventh Summit Conference of the Nonaligned 
Movement, and exposed and strongly condemned the perfidious maneuvers of 
the Beijing hegemonist-expansionists, U.S. imperialists, international re- 
actionary forces and the traitorous and reactionary Khmer groups--Sihanouk, 
Son Sann and Khieu Samphan. 


Moreover, pursuant to the spirit of this treaty, our two countries have de- 
veloped their bond of solidarity and all-round cooperation to a greater ex- 
tent through the exchange of visits by their party, state, mass organization, 
economic, trade, agricultural, education and health delegations. Agreements 
on cooperation in each field have been signed and implemented actively in 
order to draw experience from each other and seek the proper formula for 
social development in accordance with the concrete conditions of each country. 
The party and government of the GDR in particular have provided the PRK with 
material supplies, equipment and specialists with the aim of helping to build 
and make the Kampuchean fatherland prosperous rapidly. All of this sincere 
support and assistance constitutes a significant contribution to enhancing 
the PRK's prestige in the international arena. This noble gesture also con- 
stitutes a source of great encouragement for our people in their struggle to 
defend peace and stability in Southeast Asia and the world. 


Once again, all the Kampuchean people express their great joy over the splendid 
day marking the third anniversary of the signing of the treaty of friendship 
and cooperation between the PRK and the GDR. 


The party, government and people of the PRK express their sincere thanks for 
the valuable support and assistance of the party, government and fraternal 
people of the GDR. We pledge to correctly abide by the treaty of friendship 
and cooperation between our two countries and to turn the spirit of 18 March 
1980 into concrete, lively and progressive attitudes. 


We are firmly coniident that in the future the bond of friendship and all- 
round cooperation between the peoples of our two fraternal countries will be 
more firmly strengthened and developed and win ever greater victories in our 
common struggle for peace and social progress. 


CSO: 4212/27 











KAMPUCHEA 


BRIEFS 


SRV GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES REPORTED--On 15 February, guerrillas on the Central 
Plateau in South Vietnam ambushed a convoy transporting soldiers of the Le 
Duan clique along Route 19 from Pleiku to (Anh Khe). Three trucks were 
destroyed on the spot and two others were damaged. The guerrillas killed 
nine Le Duan Vietnamese soldiers and wounded three others and also seized 
six AK's, two B-40's and a quantity of materiel. [Text] [BK181323 
(Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea 2230 GMT 
17 Mar 83] 





EASTERN REGION BATTLE STATISTICS--In February our comrades in arms on the 
Stung Treng, Ratanakiri, Mondolkiri, Kratie and Eastern Region battlefields 
killed 38 Vietnamese soldiers and wounded 28 others for a total of 66 
casualties. In the field of primitive weapons production, our comrades in 
arms made and planted 770,000 punji stakes, dug 300 punji pitfalls and 

set 250 automatic bows and snares. Long live our valiant and courageous 
army, guerrillas and people of the Stung Treng, Ratanakiri, Mondolkiri, 
Kratie and Eastern Region battlefields. [Text] [BK201249 (Clandestine) 
Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 19 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4212/27 





LAOS 


EDITORIAL URGES FASTER PACE IN COOPERATIVIZATION 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 10 Feb 83 pp 1, 3 


[Editorial Column: "Agriculture and Co-ops Are An Important Sector for 
the Socioeconomic Base in Our Country”) 


{[Text] Ours is an agricultural country. Most of the people make their 
living by farming and animal husbandry. Therefore, after the country was 
liberated our party and government established the direction of national 
economic construction by "considering agriculture and forestry as a basis 
for gradual socialist economic construction,” particularly agriculture. 

An important aspect of this work is agricultural co-op conversion in order 
gradually to make the collective economy take over private production. 


By following the direction and policies, the past lifestyles of the people 
of all races in our country have been deeply and completely changed by 

the gradual conversion from small private scattered [self-sufficient ] 
production to cotlective agricultural co-ops, of which 1,943 agricuitural 
co-op units have now been set up nationwide, an increase of 591 units 
compared with the past year. They cover 17.5 percent of all agricultural 
families, and 20 percent of ali farmland. Many of these co-ops are primary 
forces in intensive agriculture. They are centers in clearing the land 
for recultivation by using scientific techniques in production, along with 
irrigation ditches and irrigation construction. Besides these co-op 
units, handicraft sections have been organized, production has expanded, 
the number of work days has increased, and there has been a great increase 
in the members’ income as compared with private production. 


This is a primary outcome of following the direction and policies of the 
party concerning agricultural co-op conversion. However, this outcome is 
still considered small when compared with the goals of our party: to 
reorganize production, to construct a material and technical base, gradu- 
ally to industrialize agriculture, gradually to employ [technology], and 
to advance agricultural production in the direction of grand socialist 
production. Thus, the party committee, and all levels of administrative 
committees must absorb this work and must attentively and systematically 
guide the agricultural co-op conversion within their own localities, 
carrying it on steadily. For example, [they must] focus on improving 














existing agricultural co-ops and reduce the break up of agricultural co-ops 
because they are poorly planned, and also on expanding new agricultural 
co-ops in places where conditions are appropriate. They must expand other 
collective lifestyles, and determinedly prepare all conditions in order 

to facilitate the process in 1984-85 which aims to achieve nationwide 
basic agricultural co-op conversion in farming. 


In order to succeed in this work, first of all they must pay attention 

to good political education and training so as to build up a firm belief 
in the party's direction for the co-op members, for belief in the path of 
collective lifestyle, and to fight against all the distorting propaganda 
of the enemies. On that basis, they help different co-ops to learn from 
past production seasons, and then widely publicize, guide, and help the 
co-ops in a number of ways in material and technical base construction 

in order to serve production, for example, helping to build irrigation 
ditches, helping each co-op unit to engage in intensive agriculture, pushing 
forward on cultivation, animal husbandry, and expanding [skills], family 
economics, forestry, etc., to increase revenue for the co-ops and their 
members. Meanwhile, [they] help co-ops to train and improve cadres, raise 
the level of production and labor management, and increase [capacity] and 
efficiency for production. 


Each province and each district must have a guiding plan for constructing 
a number of model co-ops to learn from for general guidance, and they 
must also have their own detailed plan concerning the improvement and 
expansion of agricultural co-ops each year. Then [they must] set up an 
educational plan for the masses, train [managerial cadres] and specialized 
task cadres, and solidly organize and improve co-ops before the yearly 
production season, because the carrying out of the yearly wet rice produc- 
tion is the best test for the correction and the good of an agricultural 
co-op unit. It also gives cadres of all levels a good lesson in guidance 
for the conversion of agricultural co-ops in various places. 
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LAOS 


FORESTRY ENTERPRISE PRODUCTION, SWEDISH HELP REPORTED 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 9 Feb 83 p 2 
[Article by B. Kongmali: "State Forestry Enterprise No 3"] 


[Excerpt] In order to protect and control forests which are an important 
natural resource of the country, to cut trees down in a systematic manner, 
and to stop the destruction of the forests, the State Forestry Enterprise 
No 3, as well as other state forestry enterprises, have determinedly and 
effectively carried out their obligations and have been able to provide 
wood for the economic base construction and effectively to serve the 
people's living standards. This was part of Comrade Sichan's talk to our 
writer on our recent visit to State Forestry Enterprise No 3 in Ban Tha 
Bok, Paksan District, Vientiane Province. He also told us that the 300,000- 
hectare forest which is partly in Hom District and partly in Paksan Dis- 
trict is under the responsibility and control of the State Forestry Enter- 
prise No 3. In order to develop the forest area and to protect it, the 
forest is divided into 4 areas. For 1983-85 there is a cooperative project 
with the Swedish Government to develop 6,200 hectares of forest area No l. 
Sixteen kinds of wood have now been cut including 5 special kinds of wood. 
In 1982 they were able to cut 8,760 cubic meters of trees. In 1983 their 
aim is to expand tree-cutting to supply economic base construction fac- 
tories. According to the plan, 29,000 cubic meters of trees are expected 
to be cut. Of this, in only 1 month at the beginning of the year they 
were able to cut 5,000 cubic meters. To mobilize in a more cheerful and 
more active working atmosphere the committee responsible for the settle- 
ment operation emulated by clearly setting expected figures for each group 
from early February to May as follows: group 1 must be able to do 1,500 
cubic meters; group two, 2,175 cubic meters; group three, 2,500 cubic 
meters. Meanwhile, they have been steadily carrying out settlement con- 
struction, constructing and repairing permanent roads, constructing a 
{barge port] across the Nam Ngum, especially transportation to haul the 
wood, protecting and preserving the forest, limiting the people's highland 
slash and burn and converting them to engage in wet rice paddies, organizing 
and controlling the forest, and expanding the plant nursery from 10 hec- 
tares in 1982 to 50 hectares in 1983 in order to replace the trees cut 


down or destroyed. 


ll 








The State Forestry Enterprise No 3 settlement is located on the banks of 
the Nam Leuk and Nam Mang streams approximately 8 km into the forest 
from Km 90 of Route 13. The land has just been cleared and it is quite 
eye-catching. The route, housing and construction site are continually 
[being worked on]. The committee responsible for the settlement told us 
that this place was built in early 1982. At first they were faced with 
many difficulties, but now many of them have been improved. There are 
approximately 226 workers, 650 families, and 2,950 children. They lead 
a happy life in taking part in the work of the settlement. 
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LAOS 


SARAVANE COOPERATION WITH QUANG NAM-DA NANG NOTED 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 10 Feb 83 pp 2, 3 
[Article by Saisedone: "Savannakhet and Quang Nam-Da Friendship Grows") 


[Excerpts] Saravane and Quang Nam-Da Nang Provinces are separated by 
many hundreds of miles of mountains, small marshes, and large rivers, 
but the friendship between the two provinces has not dried out. 


Mr Mountha, the secretary of the provincial party committee and Mr Bogneun, 
a party Central Committee member and assistant secretary of the provincial 
party committee, recently led a delegation of the party committee of 
Saravane Province to visit Quang Nam-Da Nang Province, having been invited 
by the provincial party committee. Our delegation was welcomed with honor 
by the party committee and the administrative committee, along with cadres, 
government employees, workers, and youth units from around the municipal 
area. 


On this visit, besides visiting socioeconomic base factories the Saravane 
delgation also consulted and discussed in detail past cooperation. Both 
sides highly praised the results they had received in the past. Both sides 
also joined together to adopt a new plan continuously to carry out the 
friendship agreement between the two provinces so it might become a beauti- 
ful reality, as expected. Quang Nam-Da Nang Province will help in com 
munications and transportation base construction. For example, they will 
give documents for the survey and construction design of Na Pong Road to 
Saravane, build [Chom Bridge} across the Se Done at [Sametha Barge Port] 
and repair Beungkham and Saphat Bridges, build a road up to (Dac Cheung), 
prepare to build a road from Dac Cheung to Yang District, Quang Nam-Da 
Province, and prepare the construction and asphalt paving for the Saravane 
downtown route, and complete the car repair factory in 1983. 


As for agriculture, forestry and irrigation, Vietnam will give documents 
to help survey and design the Nasai irrigation construction, to study, 
survey and design a small irrigation and hydroelectric [system] in Dong 
Mon, Vapi District, and a number of water reservoirs in districts with 
flat land. Moreover, they will help to build a [vaccine center], and they 
will help in other agricultural production, industrial trade, public 
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helath, education and news and cultural broadcasting. Vietnam will help 
Saravane in constructing a lumber mill, brick factory, [medicine distilla- 
tion factory], and a number of candy making machines. Also, they will 
give short and long-term aid in constructing and improving technical 
cadres and specialized task cadres in agriculture, communications, trans- 
portation, irrigation, public health, information, and [broadcasting]. 


The Saravane party committee, the administrative committee and the people 
have highly praised this help. This shows that the special solidarity and 
love of the people in Saravane and Quang Nam-Da Provinces is now growing. 
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LAOS 


ROUTE 9 BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION, TRANSPORTATION VOLUME REPORTED 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 1 Feb 83 p 3 


[Article by Bounyong Saipangna] 


{[Text] On the brilliant path of the transformation and construction of 
socialist economics in the country and also in Savannakhet Province, the 
Route 9 bridge construction and transportation company was assigned by 
the party and government, the ministry, as well as the Route 9 bridge 
construction company, to transport many different machines and materials, 
especially machines and bridge construction materials from the SRV Port 
of Danang to each bridge construction site on strategic Route 9. This is 
a big, difficult, and complex, but honorable and graceful responsibility 
for their unit. 


The Route 9 bridge construction and transportation company was set up 
recently. It consists of 65 perconnel including 12 women. They are 
divided into 3 sections. Administration consists of 14 comrades, and the 
2nd, the repair section, has 21 comrades. There are seven mid-level 
mechanics who graduated from the USSR. The [fixed] vehicles are one 
slicing machine, one drilling machine, one 100-kilowatt electric machine, 
one set of electric welding machinery, and one mobile repair [unit]. 

The 3rd section is the transport section which consists of 30 personnel 
and 19 hauling vehicles: two 20-ton hauling vehicles, nine 5-6-ton regular 
transport vehicles, 5 [stacking] vehicles, 1 weight-lifting vehicle that 
can lift 6 to 8 tons, and 2 vehicles serving the administrative office. 


Considering the personnel and also transport vehicles, all the workers 

in the transportation company are worried because the work the party and 
government have assigned to them is extensive and quite difficult. However, 
[they have] the guidance of the party, the government, and the ministry, 

as well as the close and direct guidance of the Route 9 bridge construc- 
tion company committee plus the diligent heritage of the cadres and workers 
who continue to expand their creativity, knowledge, and ability. The 

actual outcome of the transportation of machinery and construction materials 
for bridge No 5 in Se Champhon (Dong Hen), helped by Bulgarian experts, 

was that construction was completed last year. in 1982 their company con- 
tinued to keep its same title and duty which is to be responsible for 
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transporting 1,854 tons of machinery and bridge construction materials 

to the construction site for bridge No 4 [in] Se Sangsoi (Phalon) aided 
by Hungarian technicians and workers. Each bridge crossbeam is 1.8 meters 
wide, 11-12 meters long, and weighs 5-7 tons. They traveled over 460 
kilometers, full of difficulties and hardship. In many places they had 
to climb mountains and wind down streams. However, all the workers in 
the transportation company are united in their revolutionary spirit and 
together carried out the slogan that everything is for the protection and 
construction of the country. Everything is for the beauty and wealth of 
the country and for the happiness and good living of the people of all 
races. Realizing this, everyone worked hard ior the country, and brought 
1,854 tons of construction materials to construction sites with much 


success and safety. 


The transportation capacity in 1981 was only 2,146 tons, but in 1982 they 
were able to transport 2,910.9 tons which exceeded the expected level 

by 35.64 percent. By continuing their diligent heritage, from 1983 on 

the workers in the Route 9 bridge construction and transportation company 
have been emulating each other and have been once again putting their 

sweat and energy into transporting engines and bridge construction materials 
for bridges Nos 2 and 3 in Se Thamouak and Se Koumkam once again, and it 

is believed that they will succeed much more than before. 
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LAOS 


PRIVATE PROPERTY, INCOME ALLOCATION ON XIENG KHOUANG COOPERATIVE REPORTED 


Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 1 Feb 83 pp 2, 3 


[Article by S. Saisebangfai: "Writer's View of Ban Latngon Agricultural 
Co-op" ] 


[Excerpts] I had the opportunity to visit Xieng Khouang Province for the 
first time on 25 January 1983. We went to visit Ban Latngon agricultural 
co-op, Plain of Jars Canton, Pek District, Xieng Khouang Province, which 
is an outstanding agricultural co-op of Xieng Khouang Province. 


Because of the great victory on 2 December 1975 when the whole nation 
was liberated, the people in Ban Latngon returned to their own hometown. 


There were unavoidable difficulties to face along the way [toward building] 
the Ban Latngon agricultural co-op. They set up this agricultural co-op 
with their bare hands. There was not enough labor and production equip- 
ment. Also, there were remants of different kinds of bombs which the 
bloodthirsty American imperialists in wartime left buried in the cul- 
tivating area of the cc p. 


The Ban Latngon agricultural co-op unit consists of 5 comrades of the board 
of directors committee, 53 houses, and 323 people (146 men and 177 women), 
including 123 primary workers, 72 women workers, 22 secondary workers, 

12 women workers, 18 additional workers, and 10 women workers. Moreover, 
there are single kinds of labor for which there are 158 workers and 83 
women workers which the co-op has divided up and organized into 3 produc- 
tion groups. For the production direction, the emphasis of the agricultural 
co-op is on cultivation and animal husbandry. In 1982 the rice growing 
area of the co-op unit alone totaled 94 hectares and used 3,769 tons of 
collective seedlings. In the harvest season the total production was 
135,300 tons, which exceeded the expected level by 49,685 tons. After 
finishing the [threshing] and storage the co-op members brought 8 tons 

017 kilograms of rice from the harvest to pay the agricultural tax to the 
government, and brought a total of 1,625 tons of rice left from the cal- 
culated consumption by their families to sell to the government. 


After paying the agricultural tax and selling rice to the government the 
average [yield] per person was 377 kilograms of rice. But if the average 
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is 625.5 kilograms per worker, that production would exceed the set level 
by 148 percent when compared with that for 1981. Also, the agricultural 
co-op unit also has a number of domestic animals, e.g., 58 collective 
buffalo of the co-op, 30 private buffalo, 22 collective oxen of the co-op, 
and 5 private oxen. These domestic animals exceed by many times the 

1974 number when there were only 2 buffalo and no oxen at all. 
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CAUSES OF OK TEDI STRIKE EXAMINED 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 12 Jan 83 p 4 


[Article by Alan Goodall: 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ACCESS to the world’s 


most remote and exciting 
gold-copper treasure trove is 
cut as 2000 Papua-New 
Guinean road workers strike 


over housing. 

Port Moresby iost contact 
yesterday with the Ok Tedi 
mine site, 800km away in 
Papua New Guinea High- 
lands. after office staff work- 
ers refused to cross a road 
gang picket line. 

“Radio+elephone operators 
just can't get into the office to 
keep in touch.” Ok Tedi's act- 
ing information manager. Mr 
John Summer. said {rom Port 
Moresby. 

Food and fuel flights stopped 
after the Hercules cargo plane 
received a hot reception from 
strikers. 

The second day of the con- 
Struction workers’ strike 
threatens the start of mining 
on a $1500 million project to 
win 280 tonnes of gold worth 
more than $6000 million. 

Under the gold lies 350 mil- 
on tonnes of copper which 
cannot be tapped until the 
gold cap is lifted. 

Ox Tedi will be miined by an 
international consortium in 
which Australias BHP holds 
30 per cent equity 

The mouniain-top mine 
i8km from the Iran Jaya bor- 
der 1s expected to boost the re- 
sources-dependent economy 
of Papua New Guinea in the 
late 80s. 

But Papua New Guinea Gov- 
ernment officials who flew to 


4200/4 32 


the cloud-shrouded construc- 
tion site yesterday were wor- 
ried that the sit-down could 
arouse racial tensions. 

Pilipino and South Korean 
guest workers as wel] as Aust- 
ralian. New Zealand and 
Canadian technicians are not 
on strike. 

Industrial relations experts 
from the Department of Labor 
who flew into the camp soon 
after nationals demanded be:- 
ter work conditions are trying 
to sort out their grievances. 

The Minister for Minerals 
and Energy. Mr Francis Pusal. 
said he would recommend no 
Government intervention 
until the industrial relations 
staff returned with a full 
report. 

The PNG Government. with 
20 per cent of the project's eq- 
uity. is wormed the strike will 

further delay the first econ- 
omy-boosting gold earnings. 
Distrust 

Already set back four mon- 
ths by a drought that broxe 
over the New Year. the project 
is unlikely to yield its first 
year's returns. estimated at 
$300 mullion, until 1985. 

Mining the goid cap covering 
the copper deposits could 


begin late this year if the 
jungle road being laid by the 


Bechtel! Group is pushed 
through to schedule. 


The Prime Minister. Mr 
Somare. is understood to be 
worrted by an international 
backlash to the strike’s racial 
undertones. 
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, complicated by 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


"Strike Hits $6,000M Mining Venture"] 


Philippines and South Ko- 
rean Governments are highly 
sersitive to Papua New 
Guinea's receptivity to their 
guest workers. 

Underlying Papua New 
Guinean distrust of Asians. if 
forced to the surface by any 
Spread of the strike. could 
blow up into a major embar- 
rassment for the Somare Gov- 
ernment highly dependent for 
development on foreign capi- 
tal and, in natural resources 
projects, foreign workers. 

Foreign technicians and 
tradesmen are employed by 
Bechtel-MKI to complete a 
major engineering feat. the 
access road to a minehead 
high in the Star Mountains. 
Terrain between the Tabubil 
mining township and the 
nearest town. Kiunga. varies 
from swamp to mountain 


peaks. 

Ok Tedi tension is further 
the multi- 
tribal mix of Papua-New 
Guinean workers. With few 
local inhabitants, the remote 
site needs outside nationals 
from the highiands. iowlands 
and islands. speaking dozens 
of different dialects. 

Almost $1000 mullion will be 
invested in the project by the 
Start of muning in 1984 Hence 
the urgency to start process- 
ing 12000z of goid a day. cur- 
rently selling at $US466 an oz. 

The gold iure — more than 
$500,000 gross a day for four 
vears. then copper mining 
starts — makes mine-strike ra- 
cial and industmal harmony a 
sine qua non. 











EDITORIAL COMMENTS ON PNG ECONOMY 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 5 Jan 83 p 6 


‘Editorial: 


(Text ] 


that Mr Somare is facing the most 


namely, how to steer a Third World 


Given that last fact, it may seem odd 
to Australian ears that Mr Somare chose 
in his New Year speech to take a swi 
at Australia’s colonial adminis 
PNG. Having emphasised his 
ment’s earlier decision to retrench 
than 3,000 public servants, he 
PNG had “tried the path 
by the colonial administration. It s 
time for us to admit that our 
were wrong. The Australian 
the large Public Service, restrictive 
boreaucracy and heavy regulation — is 
not appropriate for PNG. It has led us 
to the situation we are in now — critical 
unempiovment, declining real incomes 
and stagnating industry.” 


sate 
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"The Message From Papua New Guinea" 


That view is hardly new; indeed, Mr 
Somare held it in the days before self- 
government. The question is not whether 
the Public Service bequeathed to PNG 
was ever appropriate — it manifestly 
was not — but why it has taken PNG 
so long to do something seriously to 
remake it. The answer is that until now 
PNG has been content to reap the 
benefits of that Public Service and has 
not been forced to face up to the defects. 

The defects may outweigh the benefits, 
but that does not make the latter less 
real. Mr Somare himself is a product of 
the Public sol so - ~ are poy 
of the leading lights in his Pangu Party; 
so were and are many of the best minds 
in PNG’s Parliament. Of course, the 
Public Service was also bloated, ineffic- 
ient and eaeeeey costly; y J in the 
early years of independence prices 
paid for PNG commodities — gold, 

, copra, cocoa and coffee — were 
sulficieatly high, when combined with 
a generous Australian grant, to allow Mr 
Somare’s Government and that of Sir 
foe SD Se Sp re Se 

Today, with commodity prices 
flattened by the world recession and the 
Australian grant declining by 5 per cent 
a year by ment between Port 
Moresby and Canberra, PNG is in déep 
economic difficulty. Mr Somare’s speech 
is, thus, two speeches. In the first, he is 
explaining to his people why they must 

drastic cuts in Public Service 
num with all the problems that they 
will create, particularly in urban arcas 























that they 


merely realistic. Goid 


req 


will 


$12 million this year and take 


advisement the request for larger 
G, no less to Australia, Indonesia 


ts in succeeding years. That is not 


the extra 
prices 
Somare’s economies work. It is vital 
PNG’s Pacific 
work well. | 


he 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


OK TEDI STRIKE ENDS--Port Moresby (AAP)--A four-day strike at Papua New 
Guinea's biggest gold and copper development project--on the OK Tedi River in 
the far west of the country--ended yesterday. About 2,000 laborers and semi- 
skilled Papua New Guineans agreed to resume work and end a resupply blockade 
after management agreed in writing to consider most of their grievances. The 
locally-employed workers were demanding a three-fold rise in their 96c-an-hour 
pay rate, better accommodation and messing conditions, fewer Korean ana Fili- 
pino semi-skilled workers on site and more leave from the isolated mining camp. 
A spokesman for OK Tedi Mining Ltd said the company had signed an agreement 
guaranteeing consideration of the men's grievances. [Text] [Brisbane THE 
COURIER-MAIL in English 15 Jan 83 p 4] 
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PHILIPPINES 


CARDINAL SIN URGES U.S. TO STOP ARMS SUPPLY 
OW230423 Hong Kong AFP in English 0319 GMT 23 Mar 83 


[Text] Manila, 23 Mar (AFP)—Jaime Cardinal Sin today urged the United 
States to stop sending the “authoritarian” government of President Ferdinand 
Marcos more arms that would be used to "slaughter and massacre" Filipinos as 
he repeated an usgent call for national reconciliation. 


The Filipino primate told leading businessmen that he has asked American 
bishops to support him because “it would be an insult to the Christian 
morality of our first world brethren if their generosity were translated 

into weapons that enabled Filipinos to kill Filipinos with greater dispatch." 


The top churchman issued his cali as the United States and Philippine Govern- 
ments were preparing for a review of their military bases agreement starting 


early April. 


Under the agreement, the United States is allowed to maintain two major 
military installations, Clark Air Base and Subic Naval Base both within 90 
kms (56 miles) of here, in exchange for increased military and economic aid 
to the Marcos government now amounting to some $100 million annually. 


In his speech before the Suburban Makati Business Club, Cardinal Sin pushed 
for a church-business alliance that would help bring together government, 
labor, independent opposition members and other concerned sectors in an un- 
official "Committee for National REconciliation." 


Cardinal Sin said he would push through with the formation of the committee, 
which he said already included prominent government and private sector lead- 
ers, [word indistinct] that the president did not welcome the proposal. 


The cardinal did not identify the committee's [words indistinct] and neither 
did he explain exactly how the objective of national reconciliation would be 


realized. 


The "divinely guaranteed stability" of the Roman Catholic Church--the dominant 
religion in this country for more than 400 years--would be the "tower of 
strength and hope for citizens of an unstable political order," he said, 
calling the church a "rock" on which to build reconciliation. 
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The membership of the proposed committee would be elastic and its mechanics 
would begin to take shape when founding members start meeting early next 
month, Cardinal Sin said. 


"The dialogue leading to national reconciliation must begin as soon as pos- 
sible," the country’s spiritual leader urged as he expressed alarm over 

the sharp rise in the death toll of the "fratricidal conflicts" between 
[words indistinct] forces and communist insurgents in recent months. 


Cardinal Sin urged greater political freedom and the preservation of free 
enterprise in the country, saying that a “mature democratic society" was 

the answer to national problems instead of centralized authoritarianisn, 

military intervention in politics and oligarchic rule. 


He called for amnesty for political prisoners, tolerance for dissent, 
promotion of social justice and freedom of speech and the press as he at- 
tacked alleged forced evacuations of villagers by the military and the “de- 
humanizing torture” of suspected subversives. 


In the economic sphere, the cardinal criticized the government bailout of 
troubled conglomerates owned by alleged cronies of President Marcos and re- 
ferred to the economic system as an “antibusiness, antipeople technostruc- 


ture." 


"A political order which shows little respect for the sacredness of its 
individual citizens will tend to design economic plans that make a holo- 
caust of entrepreneurial initiatives and energies," the churchman charged. 


Cardinal Sin denied harboring any ambition to be a "Filipino Khomeyni," 
adding that "we are willing to become victims in order to save our country." 


He challenged businessmen to "join the church and people and the men and 
women of goodwill in our government in the task of realigning our national 
ethos and life toward the establishment of a mature political and economic 


order." 
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PHILIPPINES 


DROUGHT THREATENS CENTRAL LUZON 
HK190546 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 18 Mar 83 p 16 


[Text] With drought still gripping Mindanao, a similar extended dry spell 
threatens to drup up central Luzon, the country's food bowl. 


Reports from the National Irrigation Administration (NIA) showed that water 
levels in two huge dams, Pantabangan and Magat, are reaching "critical 
levels." In the peak of summer, water levels in both dams are expected to 


decline further. 


The two dams are major sources of irrigation water and hydroelectric power 
in Luzon. A drop in water levels could damage agricultural crops and cause 
power shortages in the area. 


Meanwhile, official statements of government have it that the drought in 
Mindanao is over, but reports of Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) and other government field 
monitoring agencies indicate that rainfall in Mindanao has been scattered and 
minimal, generally insufficient for rice and corn plantings in most areas. 


Talk is that the drought in the country may be part of a global or regional 
climatic phenomenon, since droughts have also been reported in the ASEAN 
region, Latin America and the Pacific. 


NIA officials said water elevation in Pantabangan, which serves some 100,000 
hectares of agricultural land, reached 182.36 meters as of 8 a.m. yesterday. 
The normal water level of the dam is 216 meters or 34 meters above the 
present level. The maximum water level reached by the dam was 228 meters. 





Magat Dam in Isabela, on the other hand, was reported to have a water level 
of 150.84 meters as of 1 p.m. yesterday. This is 10 meters below the normal 
160-meter water level. Magat served some 500 hectares of agricultural land. 


Rainfall: PAGASA's Amado Pineda said yesterday that rains in central Luzon 
are only expected by May. He said March and April are generally dry months 
for Luzon "except for the passage of active low pressure areas and tropical 


cyclones." 
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He added that only two such weather disturbances are expected for the entire 
Luzon until April. Except for these possibilities, no significant rainfall 
is expected, Pineda said. 


Esteban Juliano, chief of the irrigation systems of NIA, recommended yester- 
day to Cesar I. Tech, the new NIA administrator, an immediate rain-making 
operation in central Luzon to prevent the two dams’ water levels from de- 
clining to levels damaging to irrigation and power generation operations. 


The National Power Corporation is likewise asking government to undertake 
cloud seeding operations after PAGASA informed the agency that rains are 


only expected in Ma7. 


In Mindanao, no significant rains are expected until mid-April in view of a 
marked absence of rain-carrying weather disturbances, PAGASA also told 
BUSINESS DAY yesterday. 


Pineda said “Off and on precipitation occurred on the eastern half of Mindanao 
in March." But the rainfallis not enough to offset the effects of the long dry 
spell, he added. 


He also noted that rainfall in the western half of Mindanao is "practically 
nil" this month. 


Agusan and Surigao Provinces experienced substantial rains during the past 
weeks, but in major corn producing areas such as Bukidnon and south Cotabato, 
rains were reported to be minimal. Rains lasted for only a few minutes and 
water generated was not sufficient to allow rice and corn planting, govern- 
ment field monitoring teams said. 


Not over: "The drought in Mindanao is not yet over and relief operations 
are still badly needed," key government officials said yesterday. 


The country may be experiencing widespread drought due to some climatic 
trends hitting various parts of the world, weather experts said. 


The drought may either have a regional or global pattern. In southeast 
Asia, Malaysia and Indonesia recently experienced drought, along with 
Australia and Brazil. 


Whether these occurrences are correlated with the Philippine drought could 
not yet be confirmed yesterday. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAI ON SERIOUSNESS OF DROUGHT 
HK210514 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 20 Mar 83 p 4 
{Editorial: "The Drought: Real or Fancied?"] 


[Text] And now comes the sad news that the drought in 15 of Mindanao's 
20 provinces is far from over. 


Equally disheartening is the aggravating report that the five-month-old 
drought in the region has resulted in the almost total destruction of this 
year's expected corn crop, not to mention the rice and vegetable crops. 
Losses may run into as much as P253 million. 


Agriculture Minister Arturo R. Tanco whose proposal to declare the drought 
zone a calamity area was earlier rejected now appears to have won his point. 


His argument is amply supported by the PAGASA's Forecasting Division which 
said that rains are not expected in most of Mindanao until mid-April. This 
means that conditions may worsen before they get better. There is also no 
guarantee that the rains will actually start falling on 15 April. 


It is useless to argue here the divergent views expressed by Tanco and Jesus 
Tanchanco, the chairman of the National Food Authority. It was Tanchanco's 
views which prevailed over the matter of declaring the hard hit Mindanao 
provinces a calamity zone. 


While some local drizzles were reported over the drought area, this was not 

sufficient to enable farmers to plant a new crop of corn and other crops for 
their sustenance. It now falls upon the government to begin its work among 

the hard-hit people of Bukidnon, and the Cotabato and Davao Provinces where 

the bulk of the rice and corn is grown in the south. 


Tanco has also recommended that the national government import an additional 
50,000 metric tons of yellow corn "as a safety measure" for the Mindanao 


folk. 


Since only 15 millimeters of rain was reported to have fallen in Mindanao 
since the start of the year, the critica] situation existing in the south 
cannot be overemphasized. It is enough to know that there will be severe 
shortages of grain and greens. This will last for some 30 days more. 
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There can be no planting until rains actually come. The next harvest, de- 
pending on the rains, should be ready by July this year. 


In the meantime, every effort should be exerted by government agencies to 
shuttle rice from the surpluses we have and canned food to the farmers and 
residents of the devastated areas. 


At the same time, the national government would do well to take another good 
look at the situaton in the south and come up with more dependable findings 
and workable recommendations. If, by chance, conditions are as serious as 
they now appear to be, then a fair recommendation should be made to the 
president. 


What is obvious at this moment is that Mandanao's corn crop is ruined along 
with its rice and vegetable crops. What to do is the next thing that only 
the government can decide now. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL RAPS U.S. SERVICEMEN 
HK190536 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 18 Mar 83 p 4 


[Editorial: "“Baranggay Raid"] 


[Text] The report read like an episode right out of the darkest pages of 
the annals of the Vietnam war. When a three-man patrol of the U.S. Navy 
sowed terror among the hapless populace of a tiny Bataan Baranggay, the 
ghastly memories of My Lai and other similar incidents were reincarnated. 
Within a few short days the three-man wrecking crew set fire to a farmhouse 
and four huts, destroyed various private property of still undetermined 
value and generally wrought havoc to what was once a peaceful farming conm- 
munity. 


In the history of American military bases in the Philippines, such inci- 
dents are neither unique nor isolated. In previous years, countless 
Filipinos were subjected to grave injustices and physical injury, making 
up a long list of abuses perpetrated by the factotums of a foreijy power; 
a litany of high-handedness that has haunted and continues to endanger the 
friendship between two allied nations since the Philippines regained its 
sovereignty in 1946. 


We would of course like to think that such unfortunate encounters between 
Filipino civilians and American servicemen do not reflect the official 
policy of the United States Government and the personal outlook of the Amer- 
ican base commanders. We would rather view such instances of abuse as ex- 
amples of aberrant behavior, of the seemingly inevitable propensity for 
crime that occasionally appears in any organization of human beings. 


The three men who terrorized Baranggay Mabiga in Hermosa, Bataan, should be 
treated as pure and simple criminals; as hoodlums who have no respect for 
life and property. In this regard, a thorough probe by both Philippine au- 
thorities and U.S. Naval officials is in order, if only to minimize the pos- 
sibility of any whitewash and to guarantee that justice is served. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST NOTES MILITARY ABUSES 
HK230111 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 22 Mar 83 p 28 
["Police News Roundup" by Ramon Tulfo: "The Other ‘Subversives'"] 


[Text] Residents of the towns of Makilala, M'lang and Tulunan in North 
Cotabato compare some members of the army's 25th Infantry Battalion as- 
signed in those reas to Japanese soldiers during the last war. Some 
trevpers manning checkpoints along the National Highway Jinking Makilala 
with M‘lang and Tulunan have reportedly been oppressing commuters. 


For instance, commuters are reportedly required by the soldiers to 

carry with them residence certificates, police clearance, PC [Philippine 
Constabulary] clearance, army clearance and other unnecessary papers. 

On several occasions, according to an informant, drunken soldiers slap 
or punch commuters for no apparent reason. 


But the height of oppression, our information tells us, took place re- 
cently when an elderly man, his son and his compadre were threatened 
with physical harm by some soldiers unless the three got into a three- 
cornered boxing bout. The three had no choice but to throw punches at 
one another. 





Don't be surprised if you hear that the towns of M'lang, Tulunan, ard 
Makilala have become rebel sanctuaries. Abuses by some military men are 
subverting the government's cause in those areas. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST ON EFFECT OF MILITARY ABUSES 
HK180418 Davao City PEOPLE'S DAILY FORUM in English 8 Mar 83 pp 2, 6 


["Window Shopping" by Aurelio A. Pena: "Military Abuses Spur Growth of NPA 
Rebels in Davao"] 


[Text] There is a deliberate effort, it seems, among the military, to avoid 
direct reference to the real, direct cause of the growth of insurgency in 
Davao Del Norte. 


But no matter how we try to do them a favor by ignoring it, the complaints 
keep coming back to us from the towns and barrios we visited last week-- 
and that is, the grave military abuses perpetuated in their areas. 


Grig General Artemio Tadiar and Col Arturo Asuncion prodded this writer to 
find out what the people honestly think about the military and the marines-- 
without any influence from them--and found out, after talking freely with 
barriofolks, that many of the abuses came from some elements of Papa 
Charlie [Philippine Constabulary]. 


This is true in practically all the towns and barrios of Davao Del Norte 
and some farflung barrios here in Davao City. 


Because of such abuses as drunkenness, indiscriminate firing of guns, torture 
of suspects, stealing from farmers, etc., hatred against the military, 
specifically Papa Charlie, has been built up among these lowly folks who 
became easy prey to communist propaganda of the NPA [New People's Army]. 


Townfolks we talked to at Mabini, mentioned to us about soldiers acting as 
“security guards" of many logging companies there, while hundreds of NPA's 
were a'ready swarming the towns of Maco and Mabini. 


At Malagos, Paquibato, barrio folks there remember the frightening nights 
when drunken soldiers of the previous military unit, fired their guns in- 
discriminately, while folks prayed inside their huts for some kind of relief 
from these soldiers. 


It was not surprising therefore, that when the marines of the Ninth Battalion 
arrived at Malagos last 28 February, they were welcomed with open arms 
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by the barrio folks who all lined up on the road to receive them like "lib- 
erators." 


It is a pity that abusive constabulary soldiers had allowed themselves to 
be used by communist guerrillas in their propaganda warfare in Davao Del 
Norte, because in just a few months, the NPA'’s were practically running an 
invisible government in Macao and Mabini, occasionally occupying the towns 
a few times. 


Barrio folks we talked to, in Malagos and Mabini, all seemed to single out 
abusive soldiers as the direct cause of the rising insurgency in the pro- 
vince. 


We were expecting to hear such complaints as government neglect or lazy 
town officials, but all the complaints we heard run along the same line: 
oppression and military abuse. 


It is comforting to note however that the civil relations group of the re- 
gional armed forces command, are now in the middle of a massive PR campaign 
in the barrios and towns of northern and southern Mindanao in an attempt 

to win back the hearts and minds of the people. 


The marines told us they should not be compared to other units like the con- 
stabulary or the army, but the barrio folks we talked to last week, just 
can't help it. 


Probably because of their “model" image, even the NPA's admire them, some 
have become “"marine-sympathizers." 
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PHILIPPINES 


U.S. SERVICEMEN SAID TO BURN FARMERS‘ HUTS 
HK190532 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 18 Mar 83 ppl, 7 
{By Romy Medina] 


[Excerpts] It was about 10 a.m. last 23 February. I was returning to the 
house after fetching water from a nearby deepwell when I saw three American 
soldiers burning my father's house. 


"They were wearing green camouflage uniforms. They also carried pistols. I 
was frightened so instead of rushing out to confront them, I hid behind the 
bushes near the deepwell." 


Thus did Normita Mecua, 28, of Sitio Langka, Baranggay Mabiga, Hermosa, 
Bataan, describe in Philippino the burning of the house of retired lawyer 
Bernardo A. Mecua, Sr., by three men alleged to be members of the U.S. Naval 
Forces in Subic, Zambales. 


That 23 February burning, as well as another three days later, this time 
involving six farmers’ huts, were reported in the papers only the other day. 


The U.S. Embassy in Manila, in a statement yesterday, denied the involvement 
of U.S. servicemen in the burnings. 


The statement quoted the results of “preliminary investigations" carried out 
by U.S. Naval authorities in Subic. 


Three other witnesses corroborated Normita's story. The TIMES JOURNAL talked 
to Manolito Mecua, 33, son of the retired lawyer; Jose De Luna, 47, a 
Baranggay Tanod; and Romeo De Luna, 23, all residents of Baranggay Mabiga. 


Lazo immediately directed Lt Col Cesario Mana, provost marshal in Subic, to 
ask U.S. Navy authorities to investigate the incident. 


The following day, Mana wrote the U.S. provost marshal about the letter- 
complaint of Mecua but until yesterday, he said, the U.S. authorities had 
not answered the letter. 











Lazo said he will brief Gen Fabian C. Ver, AFP [Armed Forces of the 
Philippines] chief of staff and concurrent Subic Naval Base commander, on 
the progress of the investigation by his command. 


Hermosa Mayor Jesus Vitug, Jr, said this was not the first time nipa huts 
had been set on fire by American patrols in the area. 


Before the takeover of the security of the base perimeter by Philippine 
Marines in 1979, nipa huts in the area used as temporary dwellings by 
farmers had been burned by U.S. soldiers, he said. 


Mana corroborated this, saying this information was confirmed by U.S. Navy 
authorities. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CANOY SEES MINDANAO AS ‘ANOTHER VIETNAM’ 
HK210526 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 18 Mar 83 pp 7, 17 


["Situationer”" by Assemblyman Reuben R. Canoy: "Mindanao: Another Vietnam 
in the Making"] 


[Text] At the rate the Marcos Government is applying a massive military 
solution to the rebellion and insurgency problem in the southern Philippines, 
Mindanao and the other islands to the south may turn into another Vietnan. 


Although the communist New People's Army (NPA) appears to be badly out- 
numbered, more than 50,000 troops have been massed to fight an estimated 
2,000 NPA combatants in Davao Del Sur and Davao Del Norte, Agusan Del Sur 
and Agusan Del Norte, Surigao Del Sur and Surigao Del Norte, Misamis Oriental 
and Misamis Occidental, Bukidnon, Zamboanga Del Norte, South and North 
Cotabato. 


With the fighting ratio at 25 to one, Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile 

is justifiably confident in saying, last January, that the NPA resurgence 
which reached an alarming level at the start of 1983 would be quashed "in 
three months.” President Marcos, for his part, gave stern warning that the 
government is prepared to send more troops to Mindanao if the situation there 


demands it. 


Their statements and subsequent actions leave no doubt that the government is 
determined to use a sledge-hammer approach to crus the rebellion. An im- 
pressive array of men, ships, aircraft and guns has been committed to the 
south within a matter of weeks. As though to emphasize the urgency of the 
situation, a marine battalion was airlifted to the area, with no less than 
the army chief of staff, Gen Fabian Ver, and Mrs Imelda Marcos to send them 
off as if it were to war. 


The government overreaction may seem out of proportion to the actual NPA 
threat. But there is apparent concern in officiai and military circles 
about a possible link-up between the NPA and the Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF), the Muslim separatist group through to be supported by Libya 
and Malaysia. 


Owing to the reported reduction of logistical assistance by these two nations 
and a leadership struggle within the organization, the MNLF has lost 
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considerable steam in Lanao Del Norte and Lanao Del Sur, Zamboanga Del Sur, 
North Cotabato, Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat, Basilan, Sulu and Tawitawi-- 
the Muslim provinces where it used to hold sway in the mid-70's. 


However, along with the renewed NPA activities this year, the MNLF seems to 
have been roused. Bands of up to 100 men have engaged government troops 
in open and sustained combat, one in Sultan Kudarat only a few days ago 
lasting for seven hours and indicating a substantial store of rebel ammuni- 


tion. 


While the present size of MNLF combatants may not exceed 4,000 (less than 
half of their reported strength of 10,000 when they occupied Sulu and 
Tawitawi in the mid-70's), their re-entry into the fray poses a real 
danger. It compels the government to fight in several fronts, something 
it obviously cannot do without having to strain its economic and manpower 
resources. 


Then, too President Marcos faces a dilemma. He cannot unleash the military 
on the MNLF without provoking the Muslim population which had suffered tre- 
mendous losses in lives and properties in the heavy fighting of the 70's. 


At that time, the government found itself mired in a losing propaganda war 
with Middle East-based Filipino Muslim rebels, who had succeeded in convin- 
cing the Arab world that genocide was being inflicted on their Muslim 
brothers in the Philippines. 


Marcos countered by planing in religious and government leaders from Middle 
Eastern countries to view showcase socio-economic projects in the southern 
Philippines. The propaganda gains that he has achieved through this massive 
public relations drive which took a big slice off developments for the area, 
would be wiped out by the presence of large troops in the Muslim provinces. 


The government hopes that the feared NPA-MNLF tie-up will not materialize 
on the assumption that because of religious and ideological differences the 
two can never unite and together over~-run Mindanao. Theoretically, this may 
be right. But there is no need for them to join forces in order to confront 
the government effectively. All they have to do is coordinate their actions 
in separate spheres of influence to put pressure on the military. 


Recent developments in Mindanao give reason to suspect that some agreements 
have been arrived at. 


As in Vietnam, both the NPA and the MNLF have stepped up a guerrilla war in 
the Ho Chi Minh style, hoping as Ho did to weary the government by attri- 
tion. As in Vietnam, the Marcos government has chosen to play the numbers 
game that the Americans played, assuring the public that the situation is 
well in hand by citing battlefield statistics. 


But the game is self-defeating. Because of the lack of government credibil- 
ity, the ordinary citizen refuses to take battle claims seriously. Doubts 
are often placed not only on the number of rebels killed or captured but 
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on their identities as well, as a result of human rights groups findings 
that in a number of cases innocent farmers have been caught either in the 


crossfire or without identity cards. 


Though the government belittles the existence of an NPA mass base in Mindanao, 
one only has to visit the rural communities to realize that many people do 
support the rebel cause in one form or another. Fear is one factor, but the 
other, more dominant reason is disenchantment with the government. 


In abandoning their ideology in favor of an anti-Marcos line, the communists 
have found a more effective way of winning people to their side and an un- 
witting ally in the vocal sector of the political opposition. Opposition- 
ists who disavow violence nevertheless advance the violent cause by giving 
credence to communist claims of government indifference and corruption which, 
significantly, the common folk perceive as the cause of their misery and 
poverty. 


The debate on whether the Marcos government has done enough for the real 
development of Mindanao, particularly the backward Muslim region, is a con- 
tinuing one. And it will continue to rage until President Marcos and his 
technocrats revise their priorities for the south. 


True, millions of pesos have been poured into the region but the thrust, in 
a basically agricultural area, is clearly towards industrialization and the 
support of multinational companies and Filipino corporations closely iden- 
tified with the Marcos government. 


The presence of these favored companies, more than the security of the popu- 
lation, is seen as the real reason behind the sending of troops of Mindanao. 
Responsible informants in Davao say that although other officials had pre- 
viously asked President Marcos for the assignment of marines to arrest the 
growing NPA threat, he responded only when prevailed upon by a banana 
plantation owner. 


Understandably, Marcos does not see himself as the problem. He blames local 
officials for failing to establish rapport with the people. But these of- 
ficials feel, on the other hand, that since all plans and development in- 
itiatives emanate from Manila anyway, their main duty is to await directives. 


The lack of a strong government presence in many villages where essential 
public services are nil is further aggravated by the reluctance of local 
officials to visit with constituents for fear of being killed or kidnapped 


by rebels. 


That a real revolutionary situation exists in Mindanao is admitted privately 
by both civilian and military authorities. Only the lack of logistics, they 
believe, prevents the NPA and the MNLF from raising a large enough army to 
challenge the government forces. To block the possible flow of arms from 
outside, more navy ships have been dispatched to southern waters. 








But the job of policing the area is virtually impossible. The Mindanao 
coastline is long and there are countless hidden covers and inlets where 
arms shipments can be easily unloaded without detection. 


So far only Libya and Malaysia are believed to be involved in the Muslim 
rebel movement. There is no evidence that the Russians or the Chinese 
have come to the aid of the PNA. But the Mindanao rebels, Muslims and 
communists alike, have been known to seek military assistance from foreign 
countries who may one day look at Mindanao as a site for naval or air 
bases. 


Should that time ever come to pass, the United States would be expected to 
take overt steps to protect the interests of large American corporations 
with agricultural and manufacturing interests in Mindanao and preserve the 
stability of the Marcos government, if only to ensure the status quo of the 
U.S. military bases. 


In the meantime, the Mindanao war continues unabated. It is a war of at- 
trition fought by the communist and separatist guerrillas against a gov- 
ernment that has lost popular support in the cities and countryside because 
of corruption and which does not hesitate to use military force to impose 
its political will on a disaffected and resentful population. 


Though on a smaller scale, it is Vietnam all over again. 
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PHILIPPINES 


REBEL PRIEST OFFERS DIALOGUE IN PRESS 
OW191431 Hong Kong AFP in English 1318 GMT 19 Mar 83 


[Text] Baguio City, Northern Philippines, 19 Mar (AFP)--A Filipino "rebel 
priest" who carried a 200,000-peso (about 29,000 U.S. dollars) prize on 
his head today said he was willing to "dialogue" with military authorities 
through the press in this mountain resort city 250 kms (156 miles) from 
Manila. 


Father Conrado Balweg, 38, who joined the communist New People's Army (NPA) 
in 1979, challenged the regional military commander in a letter sent through 
journalists here to debate with him through the GOLD ORE, a local daily. 


Brigadier General Victorino Azada had publicly invited the priest several 
times for a face-to-face dialogue with an offer for a "safe conduct pass" 
to and from the city for the priest, who is with an NPA band in the 
Cordillera Mountain ranges around here. 


In his two-page letter, the priest, a member of the Societ of the Divine 
Word (SVD) Order based in Germany, justified his decision to join the NPA. 


"In your effort to discredit the revolutionary movement, you resort once more 
to the time-work trick of labelling as Godless anything in opposition to the 
present evil system," Father Balweg's letter said. 


"I assure you that in the NPC, the issue is not whether one believes in God 
or not. The moral imperative of our time is to be true Filipinos fighting 
for national independence and democracy," the priest continued. "The church 
is not immune to ‘he general social ferment." 


In his first letter last December, Father Balweg had challenged the general 
to “come and get me if you can.” 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS EMPHASIZES NEED FOR BALANCED NEWS 
OW220145 Quezon City RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 21 Mar 83 


[Text] The need for balanced news reporting is stressed to establish a 
strong democratic regime. This was emphasized by President Marcos before 
a group of American newspaper representatives who called at Malacanang. 


The president said that the government's need is upright reporting instead 
of editorializing, balanced stories in nondogmatic media. And Joel 
Barotilla has more details. 


{Begin recording] The American newspaper representatives are currently 
touring Southeast Asia. Headed by (Nancy Mathew) of the Tracy Press in 
California, they come mostly from small communities in the United States. 


The president emphasized that there is no press censorship in the country. 
The only limitations to press freedom are the law on libel and subversion. 
He explained that subversion means the undermining of the government and to 
take over power from duly constituted authorities. 


The chief executive also informed the group that as a democratic form of 
government, the Philippines maintains the bill of rights, freedom of speech 
and of association and all the liberties inherent in a democracy. The 
president also cited the various developmental programs of the government 
like agrarian reform, the green revolution, the Philippine credit system 
and the KKK (Kilusang Kabuhayan Kaunlaran--Imelda Marcos’ socioeconomic 
upliftment program]. [end of recording] 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


TWO CPP TERRORISTS CAPTURED-—-Two suspected top members of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines [CPP] have been arrested in Davao City. The sus- 
pects were identified as (Morin Osebel) and (Phoebe Palaubob), both of the 
CPP regional propaganda and education group. The two were arrested in 
separate raids by military intelligence operatives in underground houses 
in Davao City. Armed Forces Chief Gen Fabian Ver said the underground 
houses were used by urban NPA terrorists as a production, storage and 
distribution point of propaganda materials. [Text] [0W161343 Quezon City 
RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 16 Mar 83] 


CRACKDOWN ORDERED ON POLICE ‘MISFITS'—PC [Philippine Constabulary] Chief Lt 
Gen Fidel Ramos urged all commanders and police superintendents yesterday 
to institute swift action against PC and police officers and men who have 
stained the good name of the organization by illegal and immoral activ- 
ities. Ramos, concurrently INP [Integrated National Police] director gen- 
eral, challenged all PC and INP commanders to act decisively to prevent 
further erosion of the PC-INP's public image, tarnished by scalawags and 
misfits within the organization. Ramos issued the call in answer to Presi- 
dent Marcos’ order to purge the PC-INP of scalawags and bad apples in the 
barrel during his keynote speech at the PC-INP national seminar workshop 

at the University of Life in Pasig, metro Manila. Ramos also urged unit 
commanders, regardless of rank and position, to report to higher authority 
anomalies even if they involve higher commanders. [Text] [HK170020 Manila 
Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 16 Mar 83] 
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THAILAND 


OFFICIAL DISCUSSES UPCOMING ASEAN-EC TALKS 
BK191044 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1100 GMT 18 Mar 83 


[Text] About 60-65 percent of the discussions at the upcoming ASEAN-EC 
[European Community] ministerial meeting will focus on political matters 
concerning both sides, while the rest will be on economic, secretary gen- 
eral of Thailand's ASEAN office Pracha Khunakasem told a press conference 
this morning. According to him, on the eve of the meeting, which was 
scheduled for 24 and 25 March, senior officials from both sides will work 
on the draft of a joint declaration, which will be divided into two parts. 
On the political part, Secretary General Pracha said that it will touch on 
two important political interests on the protracted questions of Kampuchea 
and Afghanistan. The question of Indochinese refugees and the international 
efforts to solve this problem will also be discussed, he added. 


Secretary General Pracha said that the EC delegation will be properly 
briefed on what went on at the recent nonaligned meeting, which was at- 
tended by three ASEAN member states. 


On the economic cooperation, the secretary general outlined that it will 
be focused on the liberalization of trade in the frame of GATT, the launch- 


ing of global negotiations on economic matters, economic cooperation within 
UNCTAD, the international commodity and common fund. 
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"BANGKOK POST" ANALYZES POLITICAL SITUATION 


BK200830 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 26 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] With the sudden dissolution of parliament and the announcement that 
general electiors will be held on 18 April, the political scene this week 
could only be described as hectic--to put it mildly. 


The week started off with critical reactions to the dissolution from major 
political parties, namely the Social Action Party (SAP) and the Democrats, 
stunned and hurt reactions from cabinet members, especially from Interior 
Minister Sitthi Chirarot, followed by a humble "I'm sorry" from Prime Minister 


Prem Tinsulanon. 


The ovtcome of the twists and turns in the constitutional and dissolution 
versy is not, as one military personality put it, "over." 


Events strongly indicate that they will become an election issue during the 
campaigning in Bangkok. 


This trend first emerged on Monday when the Chanuan (fuse) Movement held a 
rally before a crowd of 4,000 at Sanam Luang where they blamed the dissolu- 
tion on four persons: Gen Prem, Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Athit Kamlang-ek, 
Assistant Army Chief-of-Staff Lt-Gen Chaowalit Yongchaiyut, and former 

Central Committee member of the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT), Prasoet 


Sapsunthon. 


One politician--Prachakon Thai Party leader Samak Sunthorawet however was 
singled out by the movement which claimed that he had remained silent on 
the draft controversy, adding that he would have benefited from its passage. 


They also claimed that he played a prominent role in drafting the dissolution 
along with Lt Gen Chaowalit and First Division Commander Maj Gen Phichit 


Kunlawanit. 


The significant point is that the movement, headed by former monk Anan 
Senakhan, was pledged to hound Samak and campaign against him wherever he 


appears. 
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Some political observers believe, despite declarations by the movement that 
they are acting independently, that Chanuan was acting on behalf of the Demo- 


crats. 


On the same day the Democrats announced that they will be fielding prominent 
opponents of the draft bill, Trat MP Chalat Worachat, in the military- 
dominated constituency of Dusit in which Samak is the incumbent. 


Samak and Chalat are now both registered as running in the same constituency. 


This move seems to indicate that the Democrats will be making the amendment 
and dissolution an election issue, and events show that the Social Action 
Party will be doing the same as well. 


In his first major election ‘:ampaign at Sanam Luang on Thursday, SAP leader 
M. R. Khukrit Pramot blasted Gen Prem for his role in the dissolution and 
alleged that the Internal Security Operation Command (ISOC) used certain 
labour movement members to support the amendment. 


He also vowed to fight for democracy, urged public resistance to dictatorship 
and went as far as challenging the army when he said: "If the army is to 
stage a coup d‘etat after the elections, do it. I don't care." 


Last night at a rally which at least 30,000 attended, the controversial is- 
sues emerged when Prachakon Thai Party leader Samak Sunthorawet launched his 
election campaign at Sanam Chai. 


Samak defended the role of the army saying that they are Thais who love the 
country and his majesty the king like any other Thai. 


He said that for the past four years the army had worked beside members of 
parliament and made the government stable. Samak also said his critics, 
especially the “well known political parties," were trying to cause unrest 
and making the people see the army in a bad light. 


Samak however, did not dwell on this point and touched on other topics at the 
end of the rally, especially on the high cost of living and the economy and 
it seems that these points will also be touched on in his campaign. 


If Prachakon Thai, which in the last election swept 29 of the possible 32 
seats in Bangkok, loses a significant number of seats and these seats go to 
the SAP or Democrats, it would to a significant extent be a reflection of the 
people's thoughts and the importance which they attached to the controversies. 


Some political observers feel that these controversial issues have tainted 
the image of the Prachakon Thai Party, which claims to represent the Thai 


citizenry. 


Observers have said, and certain those who organised the SAP rally at Sanam 
Luang on Thursday night believe, that the public turn-out for the rally is 











an indication of the support for the opponents of the amendment and dissolu- 
tion. 


However, the same could be said about the turnout for the Prachakon Thai 
rally last night which almost matched that of M. R. Khukrit Pramot. 


And if numerical comparisons are to be made, Samak himself has invited the 
public to listen to his final rally at Sanam Luang in which he has promised 
to speak for three hours, 


All this is speculation and only time will tell if Samak and his men will 
retain or enhance their numbers in parliament. 


The two controversies are not expected to be an issue in the provinces where 
political observers feel the influence of local personalities will continue 


to dominate. 


Another significant move in the political circle this week was the decision 
by deputy SAP leader Bunchu Rotchanasathian not to run in the elections and 
to quit the party. 


Mr Bunchu stated clearly that the reason why he resigned was that he saw no 
more hope left for him to do something to help the country because the next 
government would be as unstable as those formed after previous elections. 


At a glance, Mr Bunchu's reason may sound very logical, but political obser- 
vers believe there could be other factors which influenced his decision. 


Observers claim that Mr Bunchu has good links with one military faction 
and his decision to "temporarily" quit politics could have stemmed from 
his knowledge of the trump cards held closely to the chests of certain politi- 


cal players. 
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THA LLAND 


FORMER DEPUTY HOUSE SPEAKER FEARS COUP 
BK220215 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Mar 83 p 3 


[Excerpt] Deputy leader of the Chat Thai Party Sa-at Piyawan yesterday 
expressed fear of disturbances and the possibility of a military takeover 
if the 18 April election is held under the transitory provisions of the 
present constitution. 


Sa-at, a former deputy speaker of the House of Representatives, said his mis- 
givings arose because the transitory provisions reauire elected candidates 
to be members of political parties by 21 April, the date when the provisions 


expire. 


He explained that if independent candidates were elected in the 18 April 
election, there will be only three days left for them to obtain political 


party memberships. 


This would enable big and financially--stable parties to "buy" the elected 
candidates with "high incentive offers," he asserted. 


Sa-at said those elected representatives who are poor and also lack politi- 
cal ideology might turn to parties which offered them "high prices." 


This would trigger a public outcry and disgrace the parliament for having 
"prostitut representatives" and subsequently would be taken as a cause by 


the military to stage a coup, Sa-at said. 
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THAILAND 


NAVY NOT TO GET INVOLVED IN ANY COUP PID 
BK240225 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 24 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] The navy will not get involved should there be any attempt to stage 
a coup d'etat, Navy Commander-in-Chief Adm Sombun Shuaphibun announced 


yesterday. 


Speaking to reporters at a luncheon at the navy headquarters, Adm Sombun said 
"the word coup d'etat should be deleted from the military dictionary." 


The comment was made during a wide range of questions put before him by re- 
porters on military and political affairs. 


"Anyone who stages a coup before the elections will tarnish their own image 
and revutation, How will the people feel about it? It is now not easy to 
hoodwink the public with excuses for staging a coup," he said. 


He remarked that any pover seizure can only be carried out if there were 
sufficient reasons and with support from the people, or else "there would be 


chaos.” 


The people were more politically conscious now and any person planning a 
coup must give second thoughts before doing anything, the naval chief said. 


Asked «bout speculations that the 18 March death of air force commander-in- 
chief, ACM Taklaeo Susinwon, would tip the power balance in the armed forces, 
Adm Sombun said such a situation was not likely to happen. 


On the question of who would replace Supreme Commander Gen Saiyut Koetphon 
when he retires in October, Adm Sombun said the person who was most senior 
and the first in line of succession to the supreme commander was the army 


commander-in-chief. 


He added however, that only the supreme command chief-of-staff, Gen Rian 
Ditsabanchong, could really tell. 


On politics, ACM [as published] Sombun did not agree with the speculation 
that Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon had been pressured into dissolving the 





parliament and that the dissolution had been aimed at paving the way for 
the premier to lead the next government after the elections. 


He said the question of who would become the next prime minister depended 
on the outcome of the elections and the composition of the new parliament 
which should see MP's with enhanced powers. 


"Don't forget that the senators will have their powers greatly reduced after 
the elections," he reminded. 


CSO: 4200/459 
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THAILAND 


"BANGKOK POST’ ON PRESSURE GROUPS’ ACTIVITIES 
BK230339 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "There Is No Time To Play With Fire"] 


[Text] Demonstrators should be made aware that we might have right here in 
Bangkok foreign ministers from the European community and fellow-ASEAN 
countries. Protests could be interpreted as a sign of "democracy at work" 
or they could escalate into a crisis considered serious enough for the army 
to come out and say, "stop it!" We cannot afford a crisis which would 
catch the attention of these distinguished and influential visitors and 


give us bad publicity world-wide. 





The truth of the matter is that the different bands of demonstrations are 
supported by rival interest groups. Except for idealistically-motivated 
intellectuals and students, the people in general do not know or understand 
what the issues are all about, and are indeed confused. The various pressure 


groups claim they are acting on the people's behalf. 


In essence, the whole struggle is one between the army and the major political 
parties. The army, whose recent statements and actions show that it is con- 
ducting itself like the "biggest political party" which it is regarded to be, 
is equated with "dictatorship" in some eyes, while the politicians insist that 
they are on the side of “democracy.” This struggle has mainly become a media 


event. 


So far everything has been done in a proper democratic manner. The army is- 
sues white papers and goes on television. The politicians give interviews 
and most columnists take up their point of view. The demonstrations have 


been kept under control. 


The constitutional amendments bill was debated in parliament and rejected in 
the final reading. Parliament was dissolved at the request of the prime 
minister and general elections have been set for 18 April. All of these can 
be said to be part of the democratic process. 


Now there is a danger of things getting out of hand with the possible inter- 
vention of the proverbial "third hand" which may require the army to restore 
peace and order. Past experience has shown what this could mean. 
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The election system has not been a matter of real controversy since it is 
realised that most people prefer a method that they are already familiar 


with. 


The controversies concern the extension of the powers of the senators and 
the appointment of civil servants or military officers to cabinet or other 
political posts. These proposals, already defeated in parliament, have not 
been revived in the order dissolving parliament. They cannot be revived 
except in the form of new legislation before the post-election parliament-- 
or in the form of a revolutionary announcement issued after a coup d'etat. 


If a coup is not needed, the conditions for a coup should not be created. 


Pressure groups can conserve their energies and finances to campaign for 
their relative positions on the controversies before 18 April so that they 
will know which way to vote when an amendments bill is submitted. Now that 
the army has won a victory on the election system, let it be the people who 
decide on whether to grant or deny them another two victories--on the 
senators’ powers and the appointment of permanent officials to political 
posts. 
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THAILAND 


POLITICAL LEADERS COMMENT ON ELECTION CALL 
BK200134 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 20 Mar 83 ppl, 3 


[Text] Social Action Party leader M. R. Khukrit Pramot last night reacted 
with mild sarcasm while Democrat Party leader Phichai Rattakun expressed 
shocked surprise over yesterday's announcement of the dissolution of parlia- 
ment. 


Chat Thai Party leader Maj-Gen Praman Adireksan, whose party joined the 
SAP and Democrats in bringing about the defeat of the Siam Democratic Party's 
constitutional amendment draft last week, could not be reached tor comment 


last night. 


General Kriangsak Chamanan, leader of the National Democratic Party, refused 
to comment on the dissolution. 


When the BANGKOK POST presented Social Action Party leader M. R. Khukrit 
Vramot with a copy of the dissolution announcement at his Suan Phlu residence 
last night, he nonchalantly commented: "Can do; it's good; I won't say any- 
thing. We'll just have an election using the old system. That's okay.” 


Mr Phichai told the POST that he was surprised and shocked when Frime Min- 
ister Prem Tinsulanon called him on the phone last night to inform him of 
the dissolution of parliament by royal decree. 


When a POST reporte: asked M. R. Khukrit wnether the dissolution could be 
seen as a sign that the military had not given up over the constitutional 
amendmenc issue--and that it might constitute an expression by the military 
over the issue--the SAP leader replied. 


"I don't Look at anything any more. I1 am too lazy to look.... You think 
about it for yourseives, I don't know.” 


When asked about the reason given for tne dissoliution--that the new eiectoral 
system might lead to more political conflict and violence--M. R. Khukric 
fiicked through the anuwouncement and replied: "The government said it might 
be violent...Khun Prem (the prime minister) wrote this. 











"I had proposed an electoral system like this but Khun Prem didn't want it. 
If my draft was accepted then there would have been no need to dissolve 
parliament.... This is very good,” he said. 


When asked if there would be enough time for political parties to organize 
themselves for the elections on 18 April, he said: "There is nothing we 
can do. They announce it like this; ready or not it's a matter for us to 
help arrange it. Political parties will have to work hard onit. We'll 
just use the old constituencies. I'll run in my old one and others will 

run in theirs.... We'll just have to start campaigning as soon as we can. 
Who is going to be able to campaign in 30 days? But it's quite good really, 
no time wasted." 





The SAP leader declined to comment on whether or not there would be any 
"mob protests" as a result of the dissolution; nor did he comment on the 


future political scenario. 


Mr Phichai said Gen Prem told him on the phone that he did not think politi- 
cal parties would object to the dissolution which technically reverts the 
electoral system back to that of the traditional multiple constituency 


voting method. 


The Democrat Party leader said he did not understand why parliament should 
be dissolved now, when there was only about a month left before its natural 


term expired. 


"But I don't want to blame Prime Minister Prem for what he has done because 
he has a high responsibility for the welfare of the country. I think I can 
understand his feelings and how hard it must be for him. 


"He has been under a lot of pressure lately from all sides. I really do 
appreciate his calling me. It shows that he has a lot of spirit,” Mr 
Phichai said. 


When asked why Gen Prem had chosen this particular time to dissolve parliament 
so soon after constitutional amendment eftorts on Wednesday had failed to 
pass, Mr Phichai said the prime minister must have been torced to resort 

to such action. Mr. Fhichai did not elaborate on this statement. 


However. he said the dissolution of parliament was a common occurrence under 
the democratic system. 


Mr Phichai nevertheless complained that the new election date of 18 April-- 
three days before parliament would have ended its four-year term--gives his 
party very little time to make preparations. But he said he would do his 
best, and added: "whatever will be, will be." 


President of parliament, Air Chief Marshal Harin Hongsakun, who was reached 
at his hotel room in Phatthaya where he was vacationing, said he had not 
heard of the dissolution. When the announcement was read to him over the 
phone, ACM Harin said that he would have to return to Bangkok to consult his 
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colleagues first before making any serious comment. He did add, however, 
that “it's also good in a way because everything will be in order and it will 
affect only the electoral system." 


Minister attached to the prime minister's office and legal adviser to the 
government, Mr Michai Ruchuphan, explained that the dissolution of parliament 


would mean that the present multi-constituency, individual candidate voting 
system will be used in the 18 April general election. 


He said the royal decree does not extend the powers of the senate nor does it 
allow civil servants to be appointed to political posts. 


CSO: 4200/457 
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THAILAND 





PROPOSAL FOR NEW CPT CONGRESS REJECTED 


BK180804 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 18 Mar 83 p 5 


[Text] The Communist Party of Thailand's plan to hold a fifth congress 
has been rejected by most of its members, Pol Maj-Gen Ophat Rattanasin told 
the BANGKOK POST yesterday. 


According to the commander of the special branch police division, CPT 
Secretary-General Wirat Angkhathawon made the proposal last week. 


However, most CPT members, particularly those in its provincial committees, 
rejected the proposal saying it was too late to hold another congress which 
wouldn't solve the party's problems anyway, Maj-Gen Ophat said. 


He said the proposal resulted from a meeting between Wirat and two other CPT 
secretaries-general who wanted to heal the rift between conservative and 
progressive party members, particularly those operating in the northeast. 


In addition, the proposed congress was also aimed at thwarting a surrender 
plan by a group of insurgents in the lower part of the northeast. 


Maj-Gen Ophat explained that a mass surrender by these insurgents might lead 
to a disbandment of the CPT's northeast branch. 


A CPT politburo member, Winai Phoemphunsap, who is also the secretary of the 
CPT branch in the lower part of the northeast, had once proposed that the CPT 
hold another congress because he was dissatisfied with the outcome of the 


fourth congress. 


However, Winai's proposal was turned down by the CPT. 
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THAILAND 


FORMER NDP OFFICIAL JOINS KHUKRIT'S PARTY 
BK110640 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 11 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] Former National Democratic Party [NDP] secretary general, Dr Athit 
Urairat, has joined the Social Action Party [SAP], it was learned yester- 


day. 


Dr Athit resigned from the NDP on Tuesday after accusing its members of 
ignoring the party's stand on the constitution amendment issue. 


His decision to join the SAP was revealed yesterday by its leader, M. R. 
Khukrit Pramot, who also announced that MP's from the Narong Wongwan group 


had joined the party. 


"He (Dr Athit) contacted us and we welcome him," M. R. Khukrit told newsmen 
at his Soi Suan Phlu home. 


The former prime minister said he thought that Kraison Nanthamanop, who 
resigned from the NDP on Wednesday, would also join the SAP. 


Such a move would make it easier for SAP deputy leader Bunchu Rochanasathian 
to select candidates to contest seats in Chachoengsao Province in the 
scheduled 12 June elections, he said. 


Dr Athit, Kraison and Thiwa Phunsombat were expected to stand for the NDP in 
the province. 


M. R. Khukrit said that the Narong Wongwan group would control the northern 
region on behalf of the SAP. 


CSO: 46200/45/7 
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THAILAND 


KHUKRIT TO RUN IN BANGKOK IN ELECTIONS 
BK230323 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 83 p l 


[Excerpt] Social Action Party [SAP] leader M. R. Khukrit Pramot and Edu- 
cation Minister Dr Kasem Sirisamphan will definitely stand in Bangkok in 

the 18 April general elections, SAP Secretary--General Koson Kairoek said 

yesterday. 


Koson said that SAP was expected to field more than 200 candidates in the 
polls, but added that some candidates could be withdrawn. 


M. R. Khukrit said at his residence last night that he had informed his 
party thrice that he would not contest in the poll but the party committee 
persuaded him to. 


He said he was getting very old and would love to have some time of his 
own, but as it was a party resolution he would have to comply. 


He would run in his old constituency which covers Phra Nakhon, Bang Rak, 
Samphantawong and Khlongsan Districts. 


CSV: 44200/459 
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THAILAND 


KRIANGSAK CRITICIZES KHUKRIT OVER ARTICLE 
BK1805l1U0 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 18 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] National Democratic Party leader General Kriangsak Chamanan yester- 
day criticised M. R. Khukrit Pramot over his SIAM RAT article which claimed 
that some people were trying to turn Thailand into a communist state. 


He said that the article was destructive and was merely designed to tarnish 
the army's reputation. 


He said the Social Action Party ,SAP] leader should "boldly" pinpoint the 
people responsible for the alleged attempt to bring Thailand under communist 
rule rather than blame the entire army. 


Gen Kriangsak said the article was irresponsible and dangerous, adding "even 
a kid could write it." 


He said M. R. Khukrit should have evidence betore “just picking up a piece 
of paper and beginning to write an explosive article.” 


However, he said he did not share the beliet of some people that the article 
was a political ploy by M. R. Khukrit in order to defeat the constitutional 


amendment draft. 


"I don’t beiieve that a very respected person who once ruled the country in- 
tended to destroy others by an article with the mere aim of killing the 


amendment.” 


M. kK. Khukcit wrote in his "Soi Suan Phlu” column on Tuesday that a “person 
with good intentions” sent him a chart which claimed to show the structure of 
Thai-style democracy. The SAP ieacer charged that the civic structure 


shown in the chart was similar to those of countries under communist rule. 


Gen Kriangsak said he could not guess the intention of the article but em- 
phasised that the writer was "irresponsible and thoughtless.” 


He said the article undermined the army ana damaged the moraie of soidiers 
fighting against the communists. 
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Urging M. R. Khukrit to identify the people responsible for the alleged 
communist plot, he asked: "If he says he is not a coward, why not show his 


courage and tell who they are?” 


Gen Kriangsak said as he had served in the armed forces for more than 42 
years and knew that every soldier was loyal to the three pillars of Thai 
society--the nation, religion and monarchy. 


He admitted that the army had employed communist defectors as advisers in 
the past but said that "this does not mean that they would influence our 


policy. 


He said the army's chief duty was to ensure national stability and security, 
adding “if the soldiers lose their spirits, everything will finish.” 


CSO: 4200/457 
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THAILAND 


POLITICIANS EXPRESS OPPOSITION TO CLOSURE 


BK210248 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Mar 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The Social Action and Democrat Parties yesterday expressed strong 
opposition to the dissolution of parliament while the Chat Thai Party an- 
nounced that it was prepared to contest the forthcoming election under any 


system. 


SAP leader M. R. Khukrit Pramot told reporters at his Soi Suan Phlu home 
that the dissolution of parliament and the lack of time to prepare for the 
elections on 18 April "go according to their plan for parliament to be 
chaotic until finally Gen Prem Tinsulanon will continue to be prime minister 
because no political party will have a majority to form a government by 
themselves." 


He also said that the dissolution will lead to both legal and practical 
problems and expressed concern about a "mob" situation developing. 


Democrat leader Phichai Rattakun said at his party's headquarters that he 
objected to the dissolution even though such an action could occur within 


the democratic system. 


"But this time it does against the principles, systems and nature (of demo- 
cracy) though I sympathise with Gen Prem because he is in a situation where 
he can neither swallow nor spit,” Mr Phichai said. 


Chat Thai Secretary-General Banhan Sinlapa-Acha said that he had sent tele- 
grams to all party MP's asking them to attend a meeting tomorrow to prepare 
for elections under the old system--provinces divided into a number of con- 
stituencies with individual candidate voting. 


He said that party leader Maj-Gen Praman Adireksan asked him to summon the 
MP's after hearing of the dissolution on Saturday. Mr Banhan, who said that 
Chat Thai was ready to contest the election under any system, declined to com- 


ment on the dissolution. 


M. R,. Khukrit said .. wondered with the Interior Ministry would do to get 


| 


around a regulation which required it announce poll candidates 30 days before 
an election. 





But government spokesman Trairong Suwannakhiri telephoned newspapers yester- 
day to tell them that Cen Prem had told him that the government had issued a 
royal regulation on Friday reducing the period to 15 days. Dr Trairong said 
he could not remember precisely when the regulation was issued but believed 


ict was on Friday. 


te 


of opposition to the dissolution. He said he had received many telephone 
cails on Saturday night and some callers were crying because they hac 
fought and won but had been robbed of victory. 


M. R. Khukrit expressed concern that a "mob" situation might develop because 


“I don't know how to stop them. Last time I begged the students to stay 
within the law but this time I admit I don't know what to do," he said. 


M. R. Khukrit said that Gen Prem made the wrong decision in dissolving par- 
liament because he did not think of the problems that would follow. 


Asked about reports that many senior military officers opposed the dissolu- 
tion, M. R. Khukrit said: "This is the problem. When you do something to 
which others object, problems always arise." 


Asked if he thought Gen Prem had taken the decision as a result cf pressure 
from the military, he said: "Don't ask me to express an opinion on that. 
It probably happened the way you (the mass media) think it happened.” 


He said that the Democrats and his parcy might meet jointly on the dissolu- 
tion issue, but the Chat Thai Party would probably not come to the meeting. 


M. R. Khukrit doubted whether the dissolution would benefit any party because 
the people were more politically aware and this would create difficulties for 
parties which agreed with the dissolution. 


"To win and gain the people's respect you have to win the right way; if you 
win the wrong way, it goes against the wishes of the people,” he said. 


Asked whether the old electoral system would lead to a government under the 
influence of the military, he said: "If no party gains a majority then 
another person from outside will have to become prime minister. If that 
person becomes prime minister then the soldiers will be able to cail the 
shots because parliament depends on those who set it up. 


"If parliament sets itself up then it is dependent on itself; if it is set 
up by other people then it depends on other people." 


Mr Phichai said that Gen Prem had called him at about 7 p.m. on Saturday to 
officially cell him of the dissolution decision and that he had no time to 
consult the coalition parties. 

Mr Phichai quoted Gen Prem as saying that he was “very exhausted, mentally 
and physically.” 
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The Democrat leader said his party would respect the royal decree although it 
had strong reservations about it. 


Mr Phichai said thet parliament could normally be dissolved only in cases 
where there was a serious conflict between the parliament and the adminis- 
tration or before an election when a government was confident of its popular- 
ity. 


But Mr Phichai said that the political situation now did not appear to pre- 
sent a good enough reason for the dissolution. 


"I have closely followed political events for the past few months. I have 
analysed the events, but still cannot establish a reason (for the dissolu- 
tion),” he said. 


He sympathised with Gen Prem for being in a situation where he could "neither 
spit nor swallow.” 
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THA TLAND 


INTERIOR MINISTER UPSET OVER HOUSE CLOSURE 
BK220129 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] "I am the interior minister but I heard the news of the dissolution 
(of parliament) from newsmen who called me up at my house asking for my 
comments,’ Interior Minister Sitthi Chirarot told the press during an 
emotional interview yesterday. 


Saying that the news had caught him by surprise, Gen Sitthi said that he felt 
lonely, confused and undignified on Saturday after he heard that parliament 


had been dissolved. 


"The point is the press knew about the dissolution before the interior min- 
ister who is directly responsible for the general election," he said. "The 
event seems to show that the interior minister has no dignity whatsoever.” 


"The hours since 6:00 p.m. that day were the hours in which I felt so lonely, 
dejected and confused," Gen Sitthi said. 


Gen Sitthi went on to say that after hearing the news, he immediately sum- 
moned high-ranking ministerial officers to a meeting at his home to discuss 
election preparations. 


"I ordered them to start working on the preparations right away that night,” 
he said. 


‘After that I went to bed at 2 a.m. No matter how hard I tried I just 
couldn't get any sleep. My feelings during those later hours were indescrib- 


cL 


able. All I knew what that everything was so tense." 


When asked whether Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon had been forced to dis- 
solve the parliament, Gen Sitthi said he has no idea. But he declined to 
comment on the cuestion as to whether the reason given by Gen Prem for the 
dissolution was sufficient. 


the, ‘ ; 


You had better ask the prime minister himself, I have no comment here,’ he 





Meanwhile, Deputy Communications Minister Chumphon Sinlapa-acha told news- 
men that he thought Gen Prem's move was for the benefit of the country as a 
whole. 


"I think it was made at a proper time because if he had dissolved the parlia- 
ment before the third reading, people would have charged him as being biased,’ 
he said. 


Permanent [under] Secretary to the Interior Ministry Phisan Munlasatsathon 
said yesterday that Gen Prem had made a very brave decision in dissolving 
the parliament. 


"It was a decision which clearly showed that he did listen to the people's 
voice,” he said. 


Mr Phisan also called on all eligible voters to go to the polls on 18 April, 
adding that the lists of voters would be made available seven days before the 


election day. 
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THAT LAND 


OFFICIAL URGES NO RASH ACTION ON CLOSURE 
BK210336 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] Government spokesman Trairong Suwannakhiri yesterday advised those 
opposing the government's dissolution of parliament not to be rash and to 
consider things very carefully before taking any action. 


He said he did not see any reason for opposing the decision because on 
21 April, the constitution's transitory clauses will expire, resulting in 
the reduction of the senators” present powers. 


Also, civil servants including military officers, will have to resign from 
their posts before occupying high ministerial positions after that date, he 
said. These two points had been the subject of fierce debate in parliament. 


Speaking to reporters yesterday morning, Mr Trairong pointed out that the 
dissolution of parliament was meant to pave the way for general elections to 
be held on 18 April. 


On whether legal problems would arise since there are now less than 30 days 

left before the general election on 18 April, Mr Trairong said both Articles 
27 and 28 of the Elections Act have been amended by a royal decree and have 

already been published in the ROYAL GAZETTE. 


Before the amendment, the two articles stated that the government must an- 
nounce the names of all eligible voters and the location of voting precincts 
at least 30 days before the date of the election. 


Recalling that the articles were changed one day before the dissolution order 
was issued, Mr Trairong said the government is now required to announce both 
the names and the locations within 15 days of an election being held. 


He addev that political parties had made several attempts to amend the con- 
stitrviional clause to bring back this traditional electoral system, but each 
t‘we they failed in the face of opposition from senators who, he said, have 


consistently been in favour of the new single constituency-party voting 
system ever since the present constitution was first drawn up. 
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When asked if parliament's dissolution was not contradictory to what Prime 
Minister Prem Tinsulanon had repeatedly said recently--that the government 
would do no such thing--Mr Trairong said the government took the initiative 
because it felt the recent amendment debate reflected the real wish of the 
majority of the people. 


The best way, therefore, he said, is probably for each political party to 
make clear to voters during the coming general election which electoral sys- 
tem it prefers for future elections. 


If any one political party receives the majority vote then it would mean 
that the people are in favour of the system proposed by that particular 
party, he said. 


The dissolution effectively gives the present government a “caretaker” status 
until a new cabinet is formed. 


CSO: 4200/457 
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EPUTY INTERIOR MINISTER FORESEES ‘CHAOS’ 


BK210415 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 21 Mar 83 ppl, 3 
[Excerpts] Deputy Interior Minister Banyat Banthatthan, a Democrat ™P, 
said that chaos will erupt during the hastily-called general electi 

said the Interior Ministry would have a tough time coping with the task. 
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He said after the elections, the military and a group of politicians will 
surely pursue their plan to amend the constitution further. 


4 


eputy leader of the National Democracy Party Prayun Suraniwong, who had 
campaigned for the constitutional amendment, said yesterday that dissolu- 
tion of the house would put an end to the ongoing political conflicts and 
was in response to the public's demand for the old electoral systen. 


‘rayun, who had been supporting the army-backed move, said that he believed 
that constitutional amendments would be made after the next general elections. 


The National Democracy Party, led by Gen Kriangsak Chamanan, will meet to- 


. , , , . . : 4 
morrow at the party leader's residence to decide on the candidates, he said. 


eader of the Siam Democracy Party, Col Phon Roengprasoetwit, said he was 
111 agreement with the house dissolution "since it would end all the 
juestions of the interpretation of the constitution.” 
l Phon said that under the old electoral system to be ipplied in tne up- 
ming elections, “I'm confident that my party could get at least 50 seats 
> e j "9 








THATLAND 


"NATION REVIEW" ON HOUSE CLOSURE, ELECTIONS 
BK210445 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 21 Mar 83 p 4 
{[Editorial: “New Twist Is Not Necessarily a Bad Omen"] 


[Text] Never a dull moment. All the political astrologers who sit at type- 
writers in various newspaper offices and shouted a well-orchestrated 
"hopple" only a couple of days ago, have been caught with their pants down. 
When the House of Representatives was dissolved, it had already become in- 
effectial since it was not supposed to sit in session, debate, or do any 
business until 12 June on which new elections had been scheduled. Apparently, 
since we do not choose to read between the lines, the title fight has been 
advanced giving little time for the contenders to prepare themselves. But 
as the saying goes: "What good for Peter is good for Paul!"--by which we 
mean that all political parties will have the same difficulties because of 
the foreshortened period for organizing and campaigning. 


Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon has said that this is whe* the people want, 
but we are tempted to wonder whether they really want all this confusion 
because even those who have been closely following the highly important 
parliamentary procedures regarding the amendments to the constitution are not 
quite sure what exactly will be the result of the new move. Many even start 
wondering whether the dissolution of the house is a one-shot attempt to re- 
sort to divided constituencies, breaking the back of the political party sys- 
tem, or whether more shocks are in store. 

But this is not the time to speculate since tomorrow will come with its own 
set of questions and answers. But at present the rules of the game have been 
changed. And if the rules are not changed again, there will be the mandate 
of the people on 18 April and the provisional clauses of the constitution 
will wither away three days thence. It is a foregone conclusion that with- 
out the time to organize and with the permission granted to any number of 
political parties contending--including independent candidates--there will 

be no absolute majority in the house. 


, Lf all goes well, we will again be faced with a coalition government and 
all its buiite-in stresses and strains. A coalition government cannot take a 

lear line of action since it has to work through a process of compromise and 
political parties, ali over the world, are notorious for being recalcitrant, 

















trying to gain popularity for the party when any big issue is discussed. 
elections—-as they are called when parliament is dissolved before its 
are common in democracies. Recently we saw one in West Germany and ano 
in Australia and it is possible soon in Britain. But there is always a 
lefinite period of time before the elections in order to let the political 
parties organize both their strategy and campaign. 
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But to add to this problem of what golfers would call "sudden death playoff," 
electioneering costs a lot of money. Those who want to compete in the 

18 April elections possibly may not have enough time to raise money for their 
campaigns and those who can do so quickly will be at an advantage. However, 
we do see something important in the date that has been set for elections. 

It is not a Sunday. If election day, a Monday, is declared a holiday then 
there will be the bugbear of the long week-end closely following the 

Songkran [13-15 April] holidays. Chakri day [6 April], falling on a Sunday 
fas published], will be another long week-end. 


all these holidays in the same month, we would be very anxious about 
the voter turn-out. But there will be a mandate of the people, immaterial 

the short time given for campaigning and immaterial of the percentage of 
voters who turn up at the polling booths. Naturally we would strongly urge 
the people to turn up in full force to exercise their power through the ballot 
nox. And we sincerely hope that the mandate of the people will be fully ac- 
‘epted, despite all the convolutions we have gone through during the past 
month. 











DITORLAL ON UPCOMING ASEAN-EC TALKS 
BK220329 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 22 Mar 83 p 4 
(Editorial: "ASEAN and EC Talks Likely To Be Political"™] 


[Text] There are some broad generalizations which can be made about the 
rence between the European Community (EC) and ASEAN because it is tak- 

place at the level of foreign ministers. Officials of the two organi- 

ons have already met and are working out an agenda for the fourth EC- 

N meeting to be held here Thursday and Friday this week. Because it is 

at the foreign ministers’ level, it may be taken for granted that politics 


will dominate the meeting rather than economics. However, there are several 


i oe 
trade problems between the two organizations to be solved and the best one 
can expect is some broad agreement leaving it to lower level discussions in 


ee 


order to spell out both the issues and the solutions. 


2) 
C 
> & 
my) 


a 


pe 
a 
1 er ge 
v0 


e 


Politically, there are several issues that have to be taken up and about 


ts 


. 
a 


which there has always been agreement between the EC and ASEAN. It is 
natural that both Kampuchea and Afghanistan will be key points of discussion 
along with the new developments in the relations between the Soviet Union and 
hina. Geographically speaking Kampuchea is important to ASEAN while 
Afghanistan is EC's big worry. There is almost no disparity of views on 
these two issues where the two organizations are concerned. 
this may sound like a meeting of friends with agreements reached 
€ ‘xactly so. So far as Kampuchea is concerned a new 
element has been introduced--somewhat confusing no doubt--about the possibil- 


ity of talks between ASEAN on the one hand and Laos and Vietnam on the other. 
How serious Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach was in New Delhi 

when he flew this kite, is not certain since he threw a number of red herrings 
including the oft-repeated "Chinese threat." At the moment even the ASEAN 


leaders are not sure but there will cer‘ainly be a clear agreement when the 
| v2et in Bangkok tomorrow prior to their conference 


ilve roreign fit er 
wit Fe, 
iere is a the unknown quantity of the Sino-Soviet talks in Moscow whict 
tarted at ie beginning of ¢t onth but with almost no news at all about 
iny progreé While ASEAN is working under the framework cf the Internation 
Conference Kat é CK) an whic ina has scribed, neither 
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en the two groupings will have to figure a 
J 


t Union nor Vietnam attended that conference. Since we already know 
ne of the high priorities in the talks between the 


, much cannot be predicted about what the communist 
il one or the other comes up with a clearer 


wot 4 


ts are negotiat 
ure. 
although politics will dominate the talk the economic relations be- 


+ 
so. ASEAN's major economic 
ade relations are primarily with Japan and then the United States, bu 
ons with the EC are important not only because it ranks third, but be- 
there is a mood for protectionism there. Both from the point of view 
rade and investment, there has been a downgrading of relations between 
two groupings. It is true that there has been a world recession during 
1 countries have been hurt. But hopefully, 


° 


past couple of years and al 


are seeing an end to that and ASEAN would very much like to strengthen 
Yr 


economic ties with EC. Much may not be achieved, but the g 
be laid for future implementation by stages. 
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THALLAND 


LEGAL EXPERT ON CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEMS 


BK220249 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 22 Mar 83 pp l, 3 

Text] As preparations began in earnest yesterday for next month’s general 
n, legal experts began looking at some possible legal problems that 
arise within three days of the 18 April voting. 


The snap dissolution of the parliament last Saturday and the decision to 
hold early elections presents possible problems on 21 April, when several 
new clauses of the constitution come into effect. 


Minister Attached to the Prime Minister's Office Michai Ruchuphan, who is 
also the government's chief legal expert, discussed two potential major 


> 


7 ust th . y 1 : 
problems with reporters yesterday. 


He said, in effect, that he could anticipate the possible problems, but was 


: | 


t able at this point to predict foolproof solutions. 


In tact, Mr Michai said, he hoped that an old law of political science might 


a | ‘- ida 
be applied: If everyone agrees that an action is legal and no one complains, 
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then the action will be taken as legal. 


ild be for any one or more newly-elected members 
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--MP's will legally serve only three days and then will be disqualified from 
house membership as they were elected under one iaw, but under processes that 
are no longer legal on 21 April, and, 


--Everyone accepts from the beginning that MP's are elected under one law 
and then piaced automatically under another law on 21 April, so that every- 
thing is legal. 


"Political science principle should be taken into consideration," he said. 
"That is, if all parties concerned accept it from the beginning, then it 
should be considered lawful. If we consider it lawful from the first step, 
then all the other steps should also be considered legal." 


Then comes the second problem, he said, that being the clause requiring all 
MP's after 21 April to belong to a legally registered political party. 


Mr Michai said that the writers of the constitution framed the clause with a 
view to preventing party-jumping by MP's, and thus make for a more stable 
parliament. 


But, he said, the clause was written without reference to what has actually 
happened--that MP‘s mighc have to join parties after the parliament was 


elected. 
Thus, said the minister, there were once again two possibilities: 


s can be allowed to maintain membership in parliament without having to 
join a political party, or, 


--MP's failing to join a political party by 2] April, or three days after the 
election, would lose their membership in parliament. 


Mr Michai said any MP could bring either of the issues to the constitutional 
tribunal, which then would have to meet and rule on the case raised. 


ne doubted if MP's would raise the issue of the legality of parliament per 
se, because if the tribunal ruled against one MP, then the entire house would 


»9e ruled illegal. 


ut he said it was certain that MP's would raise the legality of MP's who are 
independents or members of small, unregistered parties, if there were any. 


whi is certain, 1 think, is that MP's who belong to political parties will 
raise the issue to the tribunal if any MP's stiil have tailed to attach therm 
selves to a political party by 21 April.” but the minister said it was far 
nore likely chat elected Y°'s would join a major political party by 21 April. 
jtherwise, he said, a negative ruiing by the tribunal would unseac only tuose 


“P's who were not poiiticai parcy members while leaving the rest of parliament 


- 


inartected. 








THATLAND 


KHUKRIT ON CPT THEORIST'S COMMUNIST PLOT 
BK160315 Bangxok THE NATION REVIEW in English 16 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] On the eve of the final showdown on the constitutional amendment, 
c 4 


Social Action Party (SAP) leader M. R. Khukrit Pramot accused a "communist 
theorist" of having plotted a plan to bring the country under "communist 

« Al 
rule. 


With a chart showing what he described as a plot to restructure the Thai 
political system, M. R. Khukrit wrote in his "Suan Phlu Column" in SIAM 
RAT DAILY yesterday that the plotter wanted to use his majesty the king 
to achieve his aim to bring the country under communism. 


Under the alleged new political structure, which the veteran politician 
said he had obtained from a “person with good intention" in a classified 
locument, HM the king would delegate and exercise the people's sovereignty 
to a “national armed forces council," comprising about 400-500 members, 


which he likened to a presidium in a communist country. 


The SAP leader also noted that the wording "HM the king" used in the plan 
implied that the plotter w referring to the present king, and not the 
monarchy as an instituti 


ikrit also said the national armed forces council will exercise the so- 
alled “supreme sovereignty’ through the national executive body, comprising 
ibout 40-60 members, which he compared to the politburo of a communist 
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"elections. There would exist only the senate which comprises about 30-40 
representatives of ministries and other members appointed from elsewhere,” 
he said in his column. 


In an interview to reporters yesterday afternoon, M. R. Khukrit said the 
document which was sent to him by hand was stamped “confidential.” 


"The military is sincere in protecting the nation. They are talking about 
using communist strategy to win over communism. But the strategy they are 
using is turning them into communists," the former prime minister said. 

He added: “If we want freedom, we have to destroy every road that leads to 
Rome. Whether the draft constitution is passed or rejected by parliament, 
' 1l try with utmost effort to attain their goal." 
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THA TLAND 


SAIYUT VIEWS THREAT OF URBAN INSURGENCY 

BK170750 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 17 Mar 83 p 6 
(Text] Supreme Commander Gen Saiyut Koetphon yesterday reiterated the need 
to set up “crisis management centre” in an urban security system to match a 
predicted outbreak of urban guerrilla warfare, civil disorders, and public 
iisasters. 

But it was clear in his speech, delivered to members of the American Chamber 
of Commerce at the Oriental Hotel, that the threat from urban insurgency was 
highlighted among the reasons to justify the establishment of the centre. 


10 wey 
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The me will probably come when either the Communist Party of Thailand 
(CPi) of a Leninist split-off faction of the CPT realizes that rural in- 
surgency on the Maoist pattern in unlikely to succeed in overthrowing the 
sovernment in Bangkok, and it is then that a serious effort at urban guer- 
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rilla warfare can be expected," he told the audience. 


> 


-- 


He said he had some "strong indication” that the communist elements would 
resort to urban insurgency as their strategy in the future. 


Among the reasons that would prompt the communist elements to turn to urban 
rism, are the little headway, if any, the CPT had made in the rural- 
based armed struggle for state power, and the realization in some circles 
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that during his 18 months in office, he had established the basic 
concept of joint responsibility, coordination and planning, although much 
remains to be done to fully establish a comprehensive organization. 


"It has not been easy--particularly in trying to reconcile suspicions, 
jealousies and conflicting prerogatives of many organizations and person- 
lities invelved,” he said. 


He also said that he hoped if and when the anti-communist act was abrogated, 
it would be replaced by a security act to ensure the security in the urban 

areas. The act is a tool to maintain urban security, the supreme commander 
aid. 


Gen Saivut, who attended the parliamentary session to vote on the contro- 


versial amendment to the constitution in the third and final reading prior 
to his presence at the hotel, also joked with the audience. 


5s meeting, as you know, coincides with the vote on the constitutional 


imendment. If the amendment had been giqen passage, then I woul: ‘ot have 
been present here," said the supreme commander, drawing a round oi laughter. 
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THATLAND 


CPT PLOT TO ASSASSINATE DEFECTORS REPORTED 
BK170726 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 17 Mar 83 p 6 


Text] The Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) has ordered assassination at- 


against several former leading communist insurgents who recently sur- 


Ss 
rendered to government authorities in the northeast, one of them has claimed. 


‘ 


‘Comrade Han," a former member of the Provincial Committee of CPT, told the 
nation that the defectors were considered “traitors” by the outlawed com- 

iT unist party. 

He said the party was particularly angered by the fact that the defector 
had brought out large amounts of arms with them. 


Comrade Han was among hundreds of communist guerrillas from the defunct 


a 2°2 7 cp T . ees -_ > ? _ . . , ~ 4% ; ; . rt lae 
) > 5 } Oj } A who ~~ irre! det eu en masse tc government authorities aii Acad it 


' + , ; } 
_ os vr . " . * , . > +. > > > 
‘ . >i. +2 ABS ré ini i, LT the jungle are Op IOSeG ‘4 the Ww iV we ‘ r Uu> » Ul 
~y — ; . . ° LL ’ 
; — } a4 . 
tne ar e nsidered us t& e traitors, ne sald. 
~ j . "4 > 7 7 1 . ‘ ‘ ; 
O ss ut «ili : ‘ ‘ tc iS il id l Li s ij a ¥ truc r igreement Wart ‘ ‘ 
, ’ a , 
‘ ‘ » > , . 7 + , . : ~~ . ~ ™ ‘ 
eacer tf if é wouid not take A their arms with the it ' it 
+ ‘ ’ r) a »} . 7 
1 a id hign-rank zg posts not idcenti tnemseives. 
‘ > , > ; + " 
4% a 4 . : © ‘ 
D iiter some < I j i ) , We Gecidce ivai Lhe izreemenc, j LOTT ¢ 
. ‘ . 
=, “ > . tT. . 
‘ . writ i t c ‘ I at Line 1 UT) * 
‘ ‘ Li st i i t aT) The A s { [ t 
r TT t ro thie rtneast. r the eve 
v ? ~ so ; m j 
’ | { ) , t . ‘ ‘ , ‘ ij ies 
j- ‘ e t T ( r if ‘ } t ‘ T el ‘ ’ 
. Ww’ ry rt ti , ‘ > :] > , ‘ . 
. ’ . 
Out} Jif r e ba . ‘ ] . ot 
’ 
: ‘ 
cl ‘ . t ~ ra ‘ Vil t 
y ’ A ’ rT ’ ‘) ‘is a le 





than 1,000 communist insurgents and their sympathize 
tion on 1 December last year. They also brought out a huge cache of arms 
Sawat is now residing in Bangkok and is aware of the danger, he said. 


d er of the Provincial Committee of Zone 555 in the north- 
east also confirmed the reported assassination attempts. 


omrade Han said he decided to take out the arms to show that the defectors 
were sincerely giving up armed struggle. 


eanwhile, spokesman of the Second Army Region Col Sa-ngiam Rattanasimakon 
t 5 
said the army was arranging agricultural land for defectors from Zone 333. 
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ver well he might have played his hand during this crucial period. 
ing this interregnum--what the Americans prefer to cali the l 


ins on the government on various issues, primarily economic, until such 
a new House of Representatives, without a Senate, is elected with the 


visional clauses of the constitution being discarded. 


iod of nearly three months, the government has to function 
ilally because the bets are on Prem to become the p 


ister after the election. Nobody can predict what will happen after the 
tions, or for that matter before the elections--whether political parties 
merge or how matter [as published] parties there will be before the 
ar 


tions or whether a single party will win absolute majority in the house. 
is through these stormy waters that Prem, as helmsman, should take a ti 
le the ship of state--and we have full confidence in him to avert 


ry 


Ward circumstances. 
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Regarding the remark that ASEAN's policy has attracted Sino-Soviet rivalry 
onto the Southeast Asian scene, that also does not conform to the true facts 
and realities. Indeed, the USSR stepped into Indochina and Southeast Asia 
not in response to an invitation from or any doing of any nation in the 
region. it came in to fill the vacuum caused by American withdrawal and 
disengagement. The rivalry then emerged because the PRC began to realize 
that the increased Soviet presence in the area as that country was trying 

to cash in on the investment made during the Vietnam war, constituted a 
threat to Chinese security and national interests. It, therefore, had to 
react, to oppose and to resist against what it perceives to be an extension 


of Soviet hegemony. 


While this attitude continues to be adopted by the PRC, it can be observed 
that the latter has shown certain flexibility. It has entered into continu- 
ing discussions both with the Soviets and recently with the Vietnamese, 
through Romania's good offices. Undoubtedly, the Sino-Soviet rivalry will 
not disappear in a foreseeable future nor will the Sino-Vietnamese relations 
be normalized soon, but the prevailing situation in this region is far from 
being black and white as some ivory tower pundits claim; indeed, it has 
become increasingly fluid and constantly changeable. 


Under these circumstances, what is required to meet the challenge is stead- 
fastness, lucidity in assessing the fluid conditions and constancy and con- 
sistency in maintaining our position and policy. We cannot behave like a 
weather vane moving at the slight breeze and allow ourselves to be influenced 
by unsound suggestions coming from some unknowledgeable academics, unreliable 
journalists or flimsy politicians. 


However, to be steadfast does not mean that we have to show ourselves to be 
inflexible. Whenever necessary, we should adjust our attitude and policies 
to the requirements of time and circumstances. But obviously, we have to 
stand on principle, among them the priuciples of international law and the 
UN Charter. We cannot and must not forsake them for the sake of expediency. 
These considerations apply particularly to the single most weighty problem 
in Southeast Asia, namely Kampuchea. 


After opposing for over three years to the military takeover of that un- 
fortunate land by the Vietnamese warlords, are we going to surrender and 
recognize the fait accompli while a hundred countries in the UN, year in 
and year out, denounce the Vietnamese aggression against a sovereign nation? 
To fall into a deadly trap by accepting that the freedom and independence of 
a country is negotiable and can be negotiated with the aggressors without 
the people concerned, the Kampuchean people, not the Heng Samrin regime, 
having a say, is a dangerous precedent, a violation of all existing prin- 
ciples and a betrayal of those UN members who supported our righteous cause. 


This is not the case of getting out of an impasse created by the aggressors’ 
stubbornness but a pure and simple capitulation, a reward to a blatant act 
of aggression and colonial conquest of the century. The offer by the other 
side not to have a representative of the Heng Samrin regime sit in the 
discussions between the ASEAN countries on one hand and Laos and Vietnam on 
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the other, is not much of a concession. If anything, it denotes how much 
or rather how little, importance Vietnam attaches to the Heng Samrin regime. 
It in no way increases the chance of reaching an agreement on the political 
situation that we all seek. 


This is the situation we should ponder calmly and lucidly. A weakening of 
our resolve will be utterly dangerous not solely for Kampuchea but for the 
free countries of the region. 


The Southeast Asian stage counts numerous actors; some are apparent, many 
stay behind the scenes or under the platform. The requisite is to be able 
to discern who can do what, when and where which may affect our well-being 


or even our survival. 


It is indeed a delicate and difficult task which we have so far performed 
with efficiency and success. There is no reason to doubt that we shall 
continue to be blessed with the same courage, wisdom and sagacity in the 
time to come. 


CSO: 4200/461 








THAILAND 


ARMY'S HAN INTERVIEWED ON SITUATION IN SOUTH 
BK210854 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 21 Mar 83 p 5 


[Interview with 4th Army Commander Lt Gen Han Linanon by Soemsuk K. Pradit-- 
date not given] 


[Excerpts] Question: The Fourth Army region has been keeping pressure on 
the communist insurgents in the south after having broken their backbone. 
What is your assessment of the present situation? 


Answer: We are confident that there are no such thing as liberation armies 
left in the south now. They have been reduced to rag-tag guerrilla bands 
vhich are not in a position to make any military initiative. Our continu- 
ous military operations have kept them on the run. 


This year, we are concentrating mainly on search-and-destroy operations once 
we can locate their hideouts. We have been quite successful in areas 
straddling Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Trang and Phatthalung. 


The average of 100 guerrillas have been surrendering every month though they 
hardly brought out any arms with them. They might find it more profitable 
to sell their arms in the blackmarket than handing them over to authorities. 


Question: Are you giving emphasis on any particular area in this respect? 
And do you expect to see mass defections similar to those in the north and 


northeast? 


Answer: We hope to penetrate into the local leadership of the guerrillas in 
an attempt to persuade their top men to surrender. We have ordered all 
local intelligence people to coordinate with each other to achieve the goal. 


On the question of possible mass defections, I would like you to recall the 
insurgency situation in the north a few years back. The army overran the 
stronghold of the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) at Khao Kho in 1981. 

The mobility of the guerrillas in the north was also greatly restricted by 
the Second Army Region. That was when the government began the anticommunist 
policy No 66/2523. 


But despite all the setbacks that year, the CPT still took some pride for 
its “invincible” force in the south. But as 1982 dawned, the Fourth Army 
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Region dealt a heavy blow on the insurgents in the south through a series of 
successful military offensives. The result was a sudden fall in the morale 
of the insurgents throughout the country. It triggered the mass defections 
in the north and northeast. 


So we may have to wait quite a while for such mass defections to take place 
in the south. Most of the insurgents in the south went into the jungle for 
reasons different from those in other parts of the country. They picked up 
arms to fight back "dark influence” and their oppressors and not for ideolog- 
ical beliefs. 


Question: You recently called a meeting of governors from all southern 
provinces. Was there any topic with particular importance? 


Answer: I gave special attention to achieving more coordination (in the war 
with communist insurgents). We discussed ways to make the "Tai Romyen” 
policy more effective. We particularly talked about how to assure people 
of their safety and how to get rid of "dark influence." 


Question: Can you cite some methods you are employing in reducing the so- 
called “war conditions"? 


Answer: We are determined to remove all injustices against the people. We 
set up complaint boxes through which people can complain to authorities about 
unfair treatment against them. We have gathered a lot of useful information 
through the complaint boxes. People write to us to inform us of influential 
groups or authorities who misbehave. 


We follow up all the complaints which sound credible. 
Question: What is your personal view on the KRA Isthmas Canal project? 


Answer: We look at it as an important strategy to boost our economy. I be- 
lieve we will gain everything from it. In the area of national defence, our 
navy would be able to patrol with our efficiency from the Gulf of Thailand 
to the Indian Ocean. Our fisheries would also benefit from it as fishermen 
could travel from the Gulf to the Indian Ocean conveniently. International 
freighters would pass through the canal and enable us to collect more 
revenue. 


Question: How successful is your attempt to bring back peace and security 
to the areas on the Thai-Malaysian border? 


Answer: We know that local Muslim people had been living without security 
for years on the border. They were subject to harassments from the communist 
guerrillas (of the Communist Party of Malaya) and to repression by our own 
local authorities. The authorities tended to look at Muslim people as 
another race which was not to be trusted. 


Our approach to the problems was first to destroy all the strongholds of the 
communist insurgents. By doing this, we have been able to wipe out almost 
all of the hostile enemy of the Muslim people. 


90 














Next we earnestly began to educate our local authorities on how to be 
friendly to the Muslim community and to build better realtions and under- 
standing with the people. The result is a better treatment by our author- 
ities toward the Muslim people. There is now more mutual understanding. 


Question: Upgrading the social status of the Muslim people is one of your 
declared objectives. What has been done so far? 


Answer: Our principle is to give Muslim people a chance to share the re- 
sponsibility in the Thai society they are living in. In the past their 
opportunity was restricted by education. Muslim people concentrate on 
religious studies and often face educational barriers when they compete 

with others for seats in schools or posts in government agencies. This is 
one of the issues which our enemy (Muslim terrorists) has tried to dramatize. 


Question: There have been reports of an imminent mass surrender by guer- 
rillas of the Communist Party of Malaya (CPM). What is the progress so far? 


Answer: We are observing the situation. We would offer them some benefits 
in exchange for their defection. We would grant them Thai citizenship, pro- 
vide them with jobs and land for cultivation and living. 


But we have to be very selective in granting citizenship. We would first 
issue yellow cards to those who are already in the country for two years. 
Satisfied with their behaviours, we would give them green cards afterwards. 
After five years, we would then decide whether to grant them full citizenship. 
We are closely studying the matter and have not yet made the proposal to 
Bangkok. One of the possibilities we are thinking of is to set up a separ- 
ate community or border villages for these people (communist defectors) to 
live in. 


Question: How successful are you in trying to persuade Malaysians to help 
in your suppression of Muslim terrorists? 


Answer: We need to talk about this issue on a higher level. It is important 
to have cooperation from Malaysia if we are to solve the problems of Muslim 


insurgency. 


Question: What can be done to encourage more Muslims to attend government 
schools? Today Muslim families still prefer to send their children to 
religious schools. 


Answer: That is one of the problems we are trying to tackle. One possible 
solution is to have "To Khru" (Muslim religious leaders) teach religious 


affairs in government schools. We are confident that this could convince 
Muslim parents to send their children to government schools. 


CSO; 4200/461 
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THAILAND 


ACTIVISTS SCORE HOUSE DISSOLUTION AT RALLY 
BK220131 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 22 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] More than 10,000 people yesterday joined a public rally at Sanam 
Luang to hear members of the “Chanuan Movement" of political activist 
Anan Senakhan denounce politicians and army officers for their alleged 
role behind the constitutional amendment and dissolution of the house. 


Anan claimed that the house dissolution was designed to pave the way 
for political chaos that would finally be used as a justification for a 
military coup. 


Leader of the Prachakon Thai Party, Samak Sunthonwet was accused by some 
of the speakers of being behind the move to dissolve the house. 


Leaflets attacking the house dissolution as being undemocratic were also 
distributed at the rally site. During the rally members of the so-called 


"Thai Labour Movement" also distributed leaflets inviting the public to 
join another rally at Sanam Luang on Wednesday. 


CSO: 4200/461 
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HAN ARTICLE VIEWS ORDER 66/23, DEMOCRACY 


BK221440 Bangkok CHAT ATHIPATAI in Thai 20 Mar 83 pp 10-12 
{Article by Lt Gen Han Linanon: "'66/23' Versus Dictatorship"] 


[Text] For the first time since the outbreak of communist terrorism in 
Thailand, the government seems to be on the right track in dealing with the 
problem following the issuance of Order No 110/12 dated 30 May 1969 of the 
prime minister's office. This order stipulated that the government must 
rely mainly on political measures in the suppression of communist insurgency 
and must try to avoid military measures. The use of force or drastic legal 
action should be used only when necessary. 


However, this order lacked clarity. The definition of political measures 
and how to implement them were not provided. Therefore, many pecple have 
mistaken them for psychological operations including various forms of as- 
sistance for the people which are only part of the political operation. For 
this reason, the government's war against the €ommunist Party of Thailand 
[CPT] was becoming more complicated and time-consuming while the CPT was 
growing bigger until it could built its own army, the so-called Thai 
People's Liberation Armed Forces (TPLAF). 


The TPLAF is the CPT's tool for defeating the national armed forces, toppling 
the government and eventually seizing state power. Some people might ques- 
tion the size of the TPLAF whether it was capable of seizing power from the 
government. 


The answer is that the government was in critical condition in 1980, the year 
the CPT declared that it would upgrade its military operations to that of 
active defense. This means that with one more step, the CPT would be able 

to launch a conventional war against the government which might lead to 

the defeat of the national armed forces. If this had been a boxing match, 
the second on the government side would have been ready to throw in the 
towel, but fortunately was saved by the bell. How did the government do in 
the succeeding round? It fought beautifully, otherwise, I would not be here 
to talk like this. Unlike our free world, a communist dictatorship does not 
allow freedom of press and thought. 
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How did the government foil the CPT's tactics in the succeeding round? It 
did it by implementing the policy of defeating the CPT as prescribed in 
prime minister's office Order No 66/23 dated 23 April 1979. 


The announcement of the policy shook the CPT in the jungle, causing confusion 
and rifts within the party. In 1980, the army, the major force of the na- 
tional armed forces, instructed all army regions to intensify their offen- 
sive drives to capture and destroy CPT bases in all parts of the country, 
preventing the CPT from advancing toward the tactics of active defense. The 
victories scored by all army regions in their operations in targeted areas 
have made the CPT's dream of seizing state power fade away. The capture of 
all CPT bases in the southern region by the 4th Army Region under Tai Rom 
Yen operations 9 and 11 affected CPT operations in the north and northeast, 
which resulted in mass surrenders of communist insurgents who also turned 
their weapons in to government authorities. This is the defeat of the CPT. 
The future of the CPT’s revolution is very dim. 


One might wonder if Order 66/23 has any tactics or strategy superior to that 
of the CPT. The policy stipulated in Order No 66/23 is on using democracy 
to defeat communism. It is a perfect policy of democratic development. It 
clearly states that a quick war against the CPT must be launched. Lastly, 
the policy says: Amid the conflict between the two socialist camps, the 
Soviets and the Chinese, Thailand must maintain its neutrality for its own 
survival. This is the essence of the policy. 


The most important part of this policy is the part on democracy, that is to 
use democracy to defeat communism. In detail, the policy clearly emphasizes 
the elimination of the conditions favoring war such as dictatorship and evil 
influences which are the causes of social injustice and of the deprivation 
of the people's political, economic and social freedoms and rights. Heavy 
exploitation and oppression force the people to go into the jungle to take 
up arms against the government. This policy opens opportunities for the 
people in the jungle to pursue their struggle through peaceful means and is 
the motive behind the unprecedented mass surrenders of communists in the 
areas of the 2nd and 3d Army regions. 


However, although Order 66/23 has caused rifts within the CPT and defections 
among its members, no one should jump to the conclusion that the CPT has al- 
ready been defeated. Defectors have confirmed that they came out to pursue 
their struggle through peaceful means as allowed by the government. In 
other areas, people still go into the jungle to join the armed struggle 
because the conditions favoring war still prevail in those areas. Condi- 
tions favoring war will be completely eliminated only when the people have 
genuine democracy. 


Considering the accounts given by student defectors in Nan Province, which 
are similar to those recently given by defectors in the area under the re- 
sponsibility of the 2nd Army region, it can be said that the government's 
policy in this regard is correct. The government has won 50 percent of the 
victory. The other half will come after the policy has been thoroughly and 
effectively implemented. It will be a permanent victory for the government. 
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Tae implementation of this policy is, in fact, a joint effort to eliminate 
dictatorship and evil influences, in other words, to create genuine demo- 


cracy. 


Since the problem is so simple, why can we not quickly replace half-baked 
democracy with genuine democracy to put an end to this internal armed con- 
flict which results in 500-600 deaths every year? The answer is that the 
ruling class does not understand what democracy is. Worse still, they think 
that the country already has democracy while those who call for genuine 
democracy are labled as left-leaning or people who have been brainwashed 

by communists. The obstacles keeping our administrative system from advanc~ 
ing toward genuine democracy come from the ruling class and those who adhere 
to an ultrarightist ideology. They prefer dictatorship, look down upon the 
opinion of the majority of the people and monopolize patriotism. They often 
say that the people are not yet ready for democracy and that democracy must 
be gradually developed. It is obvious that they are against the democratic 
administrative system. Since the transitory clauses of the constitution 
were to expire soon, they lobbied for a constitutional amendment so that 
they would be able to retain dictatorial power by extending the senate's 
tenure and allowing civil servants to hold political posts. 


Although the present constitution was called by some people a constitution 
that even dogs would shun, it acknowledges the value of democracy. This is 
why it eliminates dictatorial power after the expiration of the transitory 
clauses. Of course, this will affect those who benefit from the transitory 
clauses. This should explain why they lobbied for the amendment of the con- 
stitution. Read and you will see that the amendment of the constitution 
benefits only a small group of individuals, mostly government officials, 

not the people. How can you say that this is democracy? 


Besides the extension of the senate's tenure, they want civil servants to 
hold political posts. It is obvious that they want more power. If govern- 
ment officials who normally have power over the people are allowed to hold 
political posts, the people will suffer. Government officials who do not 
cooperate with dictatorial groups will also be in trouble because they will 
be sent to work in rural or border areas or kept in inactive posts. Impor- 
tant posts will be reserved for the dictatorial group's men. 


Another disadvantage of allowing government officials to hold political 
posts is that the line of command in government agencies will be disrupted. 
For example, if a director general of a department is appointed to hold a 
ministerial post, the un/er secretary of the ministry in which the director 
general serves will find his work more difficult. When dictatorship reached 
its peak before the 14 October incident, a colonel was appointed to a min- 
isterial post. Generals had to salute him and sit behind him at briefings. 
Military dignity and discipline were completely destroyed as rifts developed 
within the army. Those government officials who prefer this proposal should 
consider this. If you can adapt to serve dictatorship, it will be all right; 
but remember, you will also be helping the communists to grow larger so that 
they can take away our country. 
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The tool to fight dictatorship is Order 66/23. However, the dictators are 
using it for their own gain. The proposal to allow government officials to 
hold political posts is said to be in line with the Order 66/23 because it 
States that rights and freedoms of the people must be promoted. They said 
government officials are also citizens. They are trying to deceive the 
people. Everybody knows that government officials form only a minority 
group in the country. They enjoy all kinds of privileges such as free 
education for their children, free medical treatment and housing allowances. 
Now they are calling for political rights so that they will have the power 
to oppress the people. This is how dictators understand democracy. 


If government officials and political appointees are carried away by 
patriotism, they will try to keep power in their hands forever and monopolize 
patriotism. They feel that if power is given to the people, the country might 
not survive. These government officials look down upon political parties and 
will not allow them to administer the country because they do not trust the 
politican parties’ abilities. 


Let us turn back to the constitutional amendment, to the portion pertaining 

to the senate. I wish to point out that the senate was appointed under the 
transitory clauses to act as the chaperon of the House of Representatives 
because it was felt that the House of Representatives needed it. The Senate's 
power will end after the expiration of the transitory clauses. Members of the 
House of Representatives should be glad that they will have the opportunity 

to do their duty freely without the chaperon. However, some members of the 
House of Representatives from big political parties support the proposal 

to extend the Senate's tenure. These people do not want to liberate them- 
selves. They like to be chained to the Senate. They are not good repre- 
sentatives of the people. In fact, they are front men. They are uncon- 
sciously delaying the birth of democracy. 


Do not simply blame dictators who want to foil Order 66/23. We, who claim 
that we love the nation and democracy, do not rea-ize the significance of 

the order, and thus fail to implement it thoroughly. If government offici- 
als of all agencies had thoroughly studied the order and seriously imple- 
mented it, the government would have defeated the communists long ago. There 
would be no more killing and peace and tranquility would flourish on every 
square inch of Thai territory! 


Order 66/23 is useful to the country. I appeal to readers and the patriotic 
fraternal people to be vigilant and prevent dictators from taking advantage 
of this order and implem ating it wrongly to serve the interests of a small 
group of individuals. 


CSO: 4207/98 
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THA [LAisD 


CHAT THAI TO REMAIN IN PREM COALITION CABINET 


BK230315 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 23 Mar 83 p 3 


[Excerpt] Chat Thai and Social Action [SAP] parties will not pull out trom 
the Prem coalition, leaders of the two parties confirmed yesterday. 


SAP leader M. R. Khukrit Pramot said his party will stay in the coalition 
until after the elections. 


A similar confirmacion was also made by Secretary-General of Chat Thai Party 
Banhan Sinlapa-acha. 


Their statements were in response to speculations that the two major parties 
might decide to leave the Prem coalition because of their discontentments 
with the house dissolution. 


M. R. Khukrit indicated on Monday that a possible withdrawal would be dis- 
cussed at the party meeting yesterday. However, the issue apparentiy did 
not come up after Premier Prem Tinsulanon made an official apology with his 
cabinet yesterday morning for not consulting it before dissolving the house. 


CSO: 4200/459 
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THAILAND 


COLUMNIST COMMENTS ON PREM DROP IN POPULARITY 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 8 Feb 83 p 5 
[Ta Mo Lo column: “Phra Temibai, Part Two"”] 


[Text] "Mr Prem's popularity among the people has fallen.” This is 

a summary of the results of a scientific public opinion poll conducted 
by a group headed by the dean of the Faculty of Political Science, 
Chulalongkorn University. 


Most of the [people polled] had a negative view of the political situation. 
They felt confused and felt that the things that have occurred are 
destroying democracy. They are dissatisfied with the military. The 

role of the military is viewed in a negative way. The military i seen 

as meddling in the affairs of the MPs because of the fear that they 

will lose their power. In particular, [people] had a very negative 

reaction to the word “exercise.” 


As for Mr Prem, as compared with the results of last year’s poll, his 
popularity rating fell 50 percen*’. 





Actually, if you read foreign news reports regularly, you will see 

that the popularity of the leaders, or heads of government, in almost 
all these couritries has fallen. The popularity of U.S. President Reagan 
and English Prime Minister Thatcher has fallen. The popularity of French 
President “ tterrand, who took office relatively recently, has fallen. 
And nearer us, the popularity of Prime Minister Indira Ghandi has fallen 
greatly. Her followers who ran for election in local réces were soundly 


defeated. 


Thus, the fact that Mr Prem‘'s popularity has fallen is not strange 

and it does not indicate that things have gotten worse. But something 
that Mr Prem and those around him must think about is that this pulbic 
opinion poll shows that the decline in Mr Prem's popularity is stranger 
than that of the other national leaders that I have mentioned. The 
popularity of these other leaders has fallen because the people in 
those countries are dissatisfied with the economic results and with 


the international political policies and administrative policies. But 
concerning Mr Prem, the people are dissatisfied because he is playing 
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the role of Phra Temibai {a Buddha incarnation] too much. He does not 
talk about the important problems that the people want to hear about 
from their prime minister, and this has made the people feel stifiled 
as if they were in a room that lacks oxygen. They feelannoyed like 

@ person wearing galsses that are covered with specks of dust. 


Actually, the fact that Mr Prem did not say much was very good for 

him in the beginning. This was expected of a prime minister whom the 
people were interested in and they came to have faith in him. This 
helped Mr Prem become very popular. But the fact that he has not said 
anything to help clear up the important problems has given the people 

@ feeling of being stifiled. Some problems that should have been solved 
by now have not yet been solved. 


The people have begun to feel that Mr Prem is too “weak” and that he 

is creating the problems. The people feel that Mr Prem is a prime minister 
who does not have his own administrative policies and that he allows 

his ministers to do whatever they are capable of doing. The hope that 

Mr Prem would be a “leader” is fading. 


The common sense of the Thai people [tells them] that a leader must 
be resolute and self-sufficient. They feel that Mr Prem lacks this 
quality. Fven some of the military officers under his command are beginning 


to feel this way. 


Actually, I see Mr Prem as being a strong person -- a person who is 
as hard as stone. But his failure to speak out when he should has kept 
the people from seeing his “strength” and “resoluteness.” The people 


have become “cool.” 


The results of this public opinion poll conflict with, or are the opposite 
of, the “cheers” recently given him by the masses in the northeast. 


"In 1982, Prem was prime minister; in 1983 the prime minister will 
be Prem.” 


Everyone knows that this is just the act of a person, just like a scene 
at the military sports stadium during a shift, and that Mr Prem will 
keep his position as prime minister. 


"Prem will be the 16th prime minister.” 


[I do not remember the exact wording of the slogan and may have left 
something out. Excuse me.) 


I still feel that Mr Prem has the qualities necessary to be prime minister. 

As for the political situation, the politicians and political parties 

are still acting like babies. But if Mr Prem continues to play the part of 
Phra Temibai, this will be a weakness. And he may fail to retain his position. 


11943 
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THAILAND 


COLUMNIST DISCUSSES GREAT POWER, THAI VIEWS OF COMMUNISM 


Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 1 Feb 83 p 4 


{Free Thoughts,Cool Breezes and Sunshine column by Nui Bangkhunthien: 
"Are the Political Parties Really Dangerous?"] 


[Text] SU ANAKHOT has printed the views of several officers. These 
views can be summarized as follows: 


A single-slate type election (must belong to a political party, joint-zone, 
Single-slate) will cause turmoil in the country. The merchants and 
capitalists will join together to put their people in parliament. They 

will stipulate administrative policies and promulgate laws that favor 

the capitalist class. And foreigners may easily be able to “buy” politicians 
Or political parties. 


The present political system is in conflict with Order 66/1980. This 

is because the political parites are still tied to the power of the 
capitalists; the MPs do not have influence. If these parties are allowed 

to grow and govern the country, it will not be possible to implement 

Order 66/1980 since the heart of this order concerns suppressing the 
capitalists and influential people, eliminating the factors of dictatorship 
and building democracy before the Communist Party of Thailand seizes 


power. 


For both these reasons, this group of soldiers has announced that it 
will oppose the single-slate type election in order to prevent losses. 


Concerning this idea, the secure political parties such as the Democrat 
Party, the Social Action Party, the Thai Nation Party and the Thai 
Citizens Party sheuld study this matter carefully in order to determine 
whether what the soldiers are saying is true or not. 


Past governments have viewed the communists through the eyes of the 
free-world great powers. Thet is, they have viewed the communists as 
enemies who cannot be allowed to co-exist in the same country. Many 
Thais have been arrested and imprisoned and some have been executed 


on charges of being communist. 
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The free-world great powers do not want communism to take root in Indochina 
Since the countries in this area have long been satellites of theirs. 


The great powers have taken over the economies, made transnational 
investments and reaped profits. They have taken out resources, produced 
industrial products from these resources and then sold these goods 
back to the countries. They have used these countries as a base to 
expand their power throughout the Far East and as a base to halt Chinese 


and Russian advances. 


The free-world great powers have done everything possible to bind the 
Indochina countries to them. One method that has achieved results is 

that they have interfered in matters in order to create a political- 

administrative system in accord with their needs. 


The free-world great powers have exerted pressure on the small countries 
to have them governed by a dictatorship. Tney have focused the attention 
of ambitious military leaders on persoal interests rather than national 
interests and then helpec these powerful people carry out coup d’etats. 
They have then controlled these leaders. 


The great powers hate the communists. The leaders, who are their followers, 
have promulgated communist suppression laws and “played with’ the 
people in their country. 


The great powers have ordered them to launch wars against the communists. 
These leaders who have allowed themselves to become followers have 
mobilized capital, strengthened their military and police forces and 
launched major offensives against the communist party without giving 

any thought at all to the fact that the people on both sides are Thais, 
with the only difference being that they have different ideologies. 


This method has been in use for more than 30 years. But the communists 
have just gotten stronger. From just a few hundred men, they have grown 
to where they have thousands of men. From being limited to just a few 
provinces, they have expanded throughout half the country. 


The great powers have always held an erroneous theory. They lost the 
Vietnamese War. They withdrew to their own country without showing 
any attention at all to what would befall the small countries in Indochina. 


The leaders who had been followers were allowed to go live in the 
great-power country. But their countries lost their independence and 
sovereignty to the communists. 


Thus, Order 66/1980 has developed the form and theory of struggling 
against the communists in a self-reliant way and not depending on the 
directives of anyone else. At present, the first step has just been 
taken. The war against the communists has been stopped, and it has 


101 











been admitted that people with different beliefs do not have to take 
up arms and kill each other. 


The communist party wants to eliminate injustice and destroy the system 
of privilege, influence and corruption, which is what Order 66/1980 


wants too. 


The communist party has ended its armed struggle. It is believed that 
it will turn instead to political struggle. That is what Order 66/1980 


is doing. 


The influentiai group that has become the target of the struggle is 
the united front, which includes people of various occupations. Whoever 
succeeds in winning the united front to its side will gain the advantage. 


Concernign good intentions toward the country, sometimes it is necessary 
to be careful that the destruction of the united front doesn't give 

the political advantage to the opposition through carelessness. If 

there are losses, even if it is claimed that things were done out of 
great patriotism, this will be meaningless. 


11943 
CSO: 4207/92 
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THAILAND 


EDITORIAL VOICES DOUBTS ON ALLOWING ELECTION OF EX-CPT MEMBERS 


Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 2 Feb 83 p 3 


{Editorial: “Another Point In the Future That Is a Cause For Concern"] 


[Text] Concerning a newspaper report that several ex-CPT leaders who 

led other members out to participate in developing Thailand have expressed 
the intention of running as candidates for MP in the areas where they 

once carried on operations, this is something that should be given 

much attention now since it is about time for the general election. 


Based on the rights of citizens, anyone who wants to serve the country 

as an MP has the legal right to do this. But at present, the political 
parties and the bureaucrats in the country are discussing, outside 
perliament, whether the constitution should be amended. Thus, it is 

not yet certain whether candidates must run for election in a joint-zone, 
Single-slate type election or in a separate-zone, single-candidate 

type election. 


If parliament preserves the separate-zone, separate-candidate type 
election, which is the type of election used in the past, those ex-<CPT 
members who are now part of a group that refers to itself as a group 
that is working to develop Thailand, will definitely split away and 
stand as candidates in the areas where they were once active. But if 
a joint-zone, single-slate type election is used, they will have to 
join some party that has forces and has similar policies. 


It is not SIAM RAT‘s purpose to protest against this since this is 

@ right that every person has just been granted by law. We just wonder 
what the result will be if they are elected to parliament at a time 
when the anti-communist activities act is still in effect and they 
propose something in parliament that contradicts this anti-communist 


act. 


Will the government be broadminded enough to listen to their reasons 
and objections, which may conflict with democratic ideals? And what 

will happen if it is not broadminded enough or if MPs in some group 

object that the government is neglecting its duties or that it is 
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intentionally allowing an anti-democracy tide to arise in parliament? 
Who will take responsibility for the turmoil that may arise? 


And if such a situation arises, the administrators, who are responsible 
for preserving the security of the nation, will probably claim that 
parliament cannot be relied on or trusted and that if it is not dissolved 
in order to eliminate the flaws, some other way must be found to get 

rid of it. 


We are worried that if we allow a situation to occur in which we are 

not prepared or in which there is no good way out in the various situations, 
the situation will deteriorate to a point that no one wants. Thus, 

we would like to put forward this idea as a way to discuss and review 

the news item mentioned at the beginning. 


11943 
CSO: 4207/92 
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THAILAND 


EDITORIAL ASKS UNCONDITIONAL ESTABLISHMENT OF PALESTINIAN STATE 


Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 1 Feb 83 p 3 
{Editorial: “The Problem Must Be Solved At the Root"] 


[Text] In the end, the Israeli investigative committee, which investigated 
the massacre of Palestinians in Beirut last September, summarized its 
investigation by saying that the person responsible for this was Mr 

Ariel Sharon, the [Israeli] minister of defense. 


The investigative committee proposed that Mr Sharon be relieved of 

his position as minister of defense, which is in accord with the desires 
of the other ministers in the government.But Mr Sharon has not been 
willing to act accordingly. 


Prime Minister Menachem Begin is very unhappy too since he does not 
dare relieve Mr Sharon of his position. What he can do is to have the 
entire cabinet resign and then form a new government, minus Mr Sharon. 


From the standpoint of Mr Begin and the other ministers, it is essential 
to “clear” the position of the government in order to avoid coming 
under suspicion and to survive politically. 


It can be seen that there is still some human justice in the Israeli 
system of justice. But this does not mean that this disgrace can be 
erased even if Israeli soldiers did not play a direct part in this. 


The problem of Israel's safety will continue to be a problem and will 
continue to give rise to other problems as long as the problem of homeless 
Palestinians remains unsolved. And to solve this problem, all sides 

must be sincere about solving the problem, especially Israel and the 
United States. 


At present, it seems that President Ronald Reagan has forgotten the 

Camp David Agreement since he was not the one who proposed this agreement. 
Instead, he has proposed a new plan of his own for providing a homeland 
for the Palestinians. He has proposed giving them land on the west 

bank of the Jordan River so that they can establish permanent homes 

there. But he has not proposed giving independence to this area. 
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Reagan's principles are still not very clear. The Palestinians, particularly 
the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), which continues to stand 

its ground, doubt that it will be possible to solve these problems 

until the United States officially recognizes the PLO. 


Waging war to eliminate the Palestinians from Lebanon, which resulted 
inthe death of thousands of civilians in that massacre, is not a real 
solution to the problem. At most, it will just keep the problem at 

a greater distance for the time being. 


The real solution is to give land to the Palestinians so that they 
can establish an independent country with no conditions attached. 


11943 
CSO: 4207/92 
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THAILAND 


POLL NOTES VOTER ATTITUDES IN NORTHERN PROVINCE 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 3 Feb 83 p 5 


[Article by Phichai Phairot: "The Democracy of the People: The Views 
of People In Utaradit Province On the 1983 Election"] 


[Text] Utaradit Province conducted a public opinion poll in the province, 
a poll that has meaning for the 1983 general election. This poll was 
conducted in December [1982]-January 1983. There are some very interesting 
results that should be made public so that the people responsible can 
study them and take appropriate action. 


Those conducting the poll included members of the Utaradit mass communications 
association, Radio Station 14, the Forward Third Army Area Radio Station, 
Utaradit Province, the newspaper PHALANG NUM, the Community Development 
Section and the Utaradit Public Relations Office. The purpose was to 

obtain the views of the people on the [coming] election for the beneift 

{of the people], to get the people to exercise their rights, to build 

a foundation for a democratic system and to increase the people's political 


knowledge. 


The survey was conducted using a questionnaire. This was sent to 400 
peacple, selected at random, in all the districts and municipalities. 

As for the composition of the sample, 192 were government officials, 

47 were state enterprise officials, 35 were merchants, 73 were farmers, 
37 were students and 16 were laborers. A total of 239 were men; 107 [sic] 
were women. Levels of education were divided as follows: 


Upper secondary school or lower, 64 percent; BA or equivalent, 34.5 
percent; MA, 1.5 percent. 


As for the ages of the respondents, 42 percent were below age 30, 37.25 
percent were between 30 and 40 years old, 13.50 percent were between 
40 and 50 years old, and 7.25 percent were over 50 years old. 


The results of the study, which are worth studying, are as follows: 
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1. Most, 73.75 percent, felt that the 1983 election will be held; 23 
percent were uncertain; and 3.25 percent felt that the election will 


not be held. 


An important observation is that 98.96 percent of the government officials 
and 90.41 percent of the farmers felt that there would definitely be 


an election. 


2. When asked whether they would exercise their right to vote, 81 percent 
said that they would. Concerning this, 94.52 percent of the farmers 

said that they would vote; between 78 and 87 percent of the government 
officials and people in other occupational groups said that they would 
vote. 


3. A very interesting view concerns the type of election.A total of 
55.25 percent favor a separate-zone, single-slate type election, and 
45.75 percent prefer a single-candidate type election in which the 
candidates do not have to belong to a party. But regardless of the 
type of election held, 74.25 percent of the respondents wanted the 
MPs to belong to a political party, 22.25 percent disagreed, and 3 
percent had no view on this. 


4. Concerning the past behavior of MPs (from Utaradit only), 71.25 
percent of the respondents felt that the MPs have not conducted themselves 


properly. 


5. As for the question of whether the election wuld have an effect 
on the lives of the peopie in general, the data obtained show that 
50.75 percent felt that it would not affect their lives. Respondents 
were not sure whether having MPs would have a good or bad effect on 


their lives. 


Based on the results of this poll conducted in Utaradit Province, I 
would like to make the following observations: 


1. This poll was very beneficial for the province. It will increase 
the knowledge of the people and stimulate them to exercise their right 


to vote in the 1983 election. 


If polls were conducted in every province, the data obtained could 
be used to have the people responsible at the national level carry 
on things in accord with the wishes of the people. Democracy would 
flower in the country for the first time in history. 


2. As for whether there will be an electionor not, Utaradit obtained 

a [positive] response from 98 percent of the government officials and 
90.41 percent of the farmers. These people who provided this data are 
very important for the life of Thailand at present. That is, government 
officials and farmers are an important force in deciding the future course 


of democracy in our country. 
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3. As for whether they would exercise their right to vote, 94.52 percent 
of the farmers said that they would. This is a clear sign that what 
form politics takes will depend on the farmers in the country. 


4. As for what type of election should be held, that is, a joint-zone, 
Single-slate, separate-zone, or single-candidate type, the results 
were split about equally. But it is worth noting that 74.25 percent 
wanted MPs to belong to a political party regardless of the form of 
the election. 


5. The final question concerned wehther the election would affect the 
lives of the people in general. The data obtained in Utaradit Province 
show that 50.75 percent feel that it will not have any effect. 


This is a very interesting point. Because, according to the results 
of question 2, while 81 percent plan on voting, 50.75 percent said 
that the election wuld not have any effect on their lives. If this 
is the case, why will they bother to vote? 


Those who said that they would vote were mostly government officials 
and farmers. Eighty-one percent said that they would vote.And so how 
could 50.75 percent say that the election would have no effect on them? 


Perhaps the question was not clear.But isn‘t it perhaps possible that 
they are ready to exercise their right just to fulfill their duty without 
expecting to gain anything from their representatives? 


They really do not know what their representatives do, where they live 
cs whether they work to help the people in general or just certain 
groups or certain people. 


They may receive certain benefits, or they may be given inducements 
or promises before the election. And so when it comes time to vote, 
they go vote in the hope that they will benefit like that again. 


Yes, we must focus on this point. Administrators at levels where they 
have duties and responsibilities can use these data as public relations 
material to induce more people to go vote. 


Knowledge about democracy must be gained in stages gradually. Thailand 
is not a technological superpower or a country where the people have 
a broad basic knowledge as in other countries. Scholars and politicians 


should not expect too much. 


We should take action gradually in accord with the Thai system so that 
things evolve gradually in stages. 
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The military is saying one thing and the politicians another. The villagers 
in the country are very afraid.Wherever the middle path is, [we] should 
try to find it. 


It would be good if other provinces considered conducting a poll. We 
might learn what the villagers really think about democratic methods. 


11943 
CSO: 4207/92 


110 








THAILAND 


SUPPORT TO CGDK CALLED HARMFUL TO THAI INTERESTS 
Bangkok PATANYA in Thai 21 Feb 83 pp 39-41 


{Article: “Helping Sihanouk Will Increase the Tension Between Thailand 
and Vietnam"] 


{Ecxerpts] The Kampuchean problem, which has been quiet for the past 
several months, has become a very interesting matter again with last 
week’s visit to Thailand by Prince Norodom Sihanouk, the president 

of Democratic Kampuchea. This visit by Sihanouk was a secret visit; 
nothing was revealed about this in advance. He just suddenly appeared 
in Bangkok. Prior to this, there had been reports that he was ill in 
Peking. 


Concerning this visit by Skhanouk, it is worth notino that this was 

a secret visit that has led people to suspect that he wanted to conceal 
something. At first, no one dared reveal what his itenerary was. And 
this was close to the time when China's chief of the general staff 
visited Thailand and went to the border area. And during an interview, 
Sihanouk stressed that “we want military support from our allies, not 
for war but for peace. We must have enough weapons and ammunition to 
make Vietnam understand that they will never have a day of peace in 
Kampuchea and that they will eventually have to restore independence 
and peace to the Kampuchean people.” 





This is a very interesting reason and it is perhaps the main reason 
behind Sihanouk's sudden visit in addition to the other reasons ment ioned 
above. However, it is thought that this visit to Thailand by Sihanouk 

has generated a reaction by Vietnam in Kampuchea and that it has caused 
them to launch heavy attacks against the Sihanouk group along the Thai- 
Kampuchean border, which has resulted in more than 30,000 Kampucheans 
being pushed across the border into Thailand as is now in the news. 
Besides this, a news report said that the situation is getting worse. 

The Vietnamese-Heng Samrin united front command has moved 1,000 infantrymen, 
who are north Vietnamese soldiers with much combat experience, and 

seven more T54 tanks to within 3 kilometers of the Thai border east 
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of Ban Nong Chan. And before this, they fired artillery rounds into 
Thailand, which caused some damage. 


PATINYA has analyzed things and repeatedly warned that because Thailand 
has abandoned its neutrality and supported one of the great power factions, 
particularly China, by serving as the agent in the formation of a Khmer 
coalition and by allowing weapons and war materials to be sent to the 
Khmer coalition through Thailand, this will result in Thailand becoming 
more involved in the conflict between the two communist camps, with 
Thailand gaining nothing from this. The only thing is that things will 
become more tense within the country, more money will have to be spent 

on the military and more soldiers and civilians will be killed by stray 
shells. But it is still not too late if we return to using a neutral 
policy, that is, remaining neutral, not getting involved in the conflict 
in Indochina and using that time to develop the country so that there 

is internal security on all fronts. We can implement such a policy, 

and this will benefit Thailand directly. This is better than implementing 
a “hope for help” policy as at present. 


11943 
CSO: 4207/94 
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ROYAL DECREE ON DATES FOR CANDIDACY APPLICATIONS 


BK210206 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] Another royal decree has been issued to amend election laws to legal- 
ly clear the way for the 18 April elections. 


This new decree has set in motion a gigantic effort by the Interior Ministry 
to get everything ready in time, according to the permanent secretary of the 
Interior Ministry, Mr Phisan Munlasatsathon. 


He said that registration of candidates would take place between 24 and 
28 March to give candidates enough time to campaign. 


The new decree cut by 15 days the regulation that voters and voting pre- 
cincts lists have to be submitted 3 days before election day. 


Mr Phisan said that the upcoming elections would be a step closer to full 
democracy for the country since neither small nor big parties would have 
enough campaign time to exploit each other. He added they would have equal 
opportunity to be chosen by the people. 


"Since candidates are not required to belong to political parties, anybody 
who meets the qualifications as stipulated by law can propose himself as a 
candidate regardless of his financial status. But those who are elected 
must join political parties before 21 April,” he explained. 


An election command centre was also officially set up yesterday at the 
Interior Ministry's local administration department, but preparations have 


been underway since Saturday night. 


Mr Phisan said the Interior Ministry would work 24 hours a day between now 
and election day to have everything ready. Originally, elections had been 
scheduled for 12 June. 


He said urgent orders have already been issued to all provincial authorities 
to take care of essential matters in connection with the coming elections. 


Communications experts from the private sector would also be invited to 
work with and assist the ministry in its public relations campaign which 
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would include movies, slides, posters and stickers while other efforts 
would also be made through newspapers, radio and television, Mr Phisan 
said. 


He said that about 26 million ballot sheets and more than 300,000 election 
handbooks were needed while letters would be sent to other government 
agencies, private corporations and firms seeking their cooperation to en- 
courage civil servants and employees to avail themselves of the right to 
vote, as the election had been scheduled for Monday, a working day. 


When asked how the ministry would be able to prevent candidates from spend- 
ing more than that allowed by law as campaign expenditures, Mr Phisan added: 
“There is a law which clearly prohibits this, and those who have a stake in 
the elections should protect their interests by preventing over-expenditure 
by candidates." 


"Voters must also try to uphold democracy by voting for candidates regard- 
less of how much money he or she spends on the campaign," he said. 


CSO: 4200/457 
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THAILAND 


HOUSE CLOSURE, ELECTIONS VIEWED 
BK210435 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Mar 83 p 4 
[Editorial: “Tradition Asserts Itself Once More”] 


{Text] No politician or political party should be overly surprised or 
shocked by the dissolution of parliament and the scheduling of an early 
election. Any politician worth his salt should have realised by now that 
anything goes in Thai politics, just as it does in Thai boxing. But it 

has to b2 pointed out that the dissolution of parliament and the announce- 
ment of 18 April as the new election date had been proposed in a proper man- 
ner. The prime minister made the request and a royal decree was promul- 
gated. Whether General Prem Tinsulanon was forced or pressured into doing 
this or whether he thought it wise to do so on his own initiative will 
remain a matter for speculation. 


The important point to note is that there has not been a military coup d'etat. 
The government has not been thrown out of office and the constitution remains 
intact. Army Commander-in-Chief General Athit Kamlang-ek has openly de- 
clared his loyalty to Prime Minister Pren. 


The only problem as far as the government is concerned is that it has taken 
on the restricted role of a caretaker administration. It cannot make 
policies. In any cause there is little it can do with a new government 
coming into office so soon. Although the time may be considered too short 
for proper campaigning, it should be realised that the general public is 
used to the traditional electoral system that will be in force. The voters 
do not have to be re-educated at all. They simply cast ballots for the 
candidates they favour most, just as they have done in the past. 


Since the provinces are divided into constituencies instead of each being 
one single constituency, the candidates and their parties do not have too 
much ground to cover in their campaigns. After all, if those who are MP's 
now have carried out their promises of the last campaign and kept in touch 
with their constituents instead of making Bangkok their home, they should 
not find it too difficult to win re-election. 


It is true that under the present electoral system no political party could 
win enough seats in the House of Representatives to be the major partner in 
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forming a coalition government, not to mention an absolute majority (which 
is an absolute impossibility at this stage of our political development). 
So, those who have been trying to set up a more complex political party sys- 
tem in Thailand will find themselves frustrated. 


However, it should be recognised that the people of our nation, with the 
sole possible exception of a number in Bangkok, are not used to voting for 
political parties where a vote is determined by support for that party's 
policy platform, rather than the appeal of an individual candidate. During 
the past four years hardly anything has been done to educate the public on 
politics and political parties and their role in a democratic government. 
Efforts should be made by the new government and by all the parties to in- 
form the electorate about the party system. The parties have also to ac- 
quaint the public with their manifestos, ideologies, policies, programmes 
and positions on vital issues. 


Progress towards democracy can only be made by a people who know what 
democracy is really all about. 


CSO: 4200/457 
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THAILAND 


SOCIALIST LEADERS INTERVIEWED, ACTIVISTS’ MOVES VIEWED 
Bangkok SU ANAKHOT in Thai 13-19 Feb 83 pp 12-17 
{[Article: “Where Have the Socialists Gone?"] 


[Excerpt] Sutham Saengprathum, the Former Secretary-General of the National 
Student Center of Thailand 


[Question] Do you plan to stand as a candidate in the coming election? 


[Answer] I am not ready for the 1983 election. But I will probably run in 
the 1987 election. I must see what the situation is like then. I am 
unemployed now and so I frequently give lectures. As for others from 
the same group who will definitely run for election this year, there 
is Phinit Charusombat, who will run in his birthplace, Chachoengsao. 


Khlaeo Narapoti, the Secretary-General of the Socialist Democrat 
Party 


[Question] Has the government's policies toward the socialist line 
of thinking changed at all? 


[Question] Order 66/1980 is good. But to make it even better, the government 
must amend the political parties law and the anti-communist activities 

act. This would bring about a truly free democracy. But it will probably 

be a long time before this happens. However, the good thing that can 

be seen clearly is that the killing has declined, and the government 

can save money. 


[Question] What are your plans for the election? 


[Answer] I am too old to run now; I am already 65 years old. As for 
the party's candidates, most of them are freshmen MPs. We hope to win 
20-30 seats in the northeast. The people will be the ones who decide. 
I do not think that our people will allow what happened in Roi Et to 
happen again. 
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Wirat Sakchiraphaphong, the Former Deputy Secretary-General of the 
Socialist Party of Thailand 


{Question} Will you get involved in politics again? 


[Answer] I think that the present situation has changed greatly. There 
are several things that militate against my getting involved in politics 
again. Thus, I will watch from the outside. And at present, I have 

a family. I must improve my family's financial position so that they 
will not have any trobules if something should happen to me. 





But this does not mean that I will abandon politics. I am still a member 
of the “watch dog” group, or political pressure group. [I will continue] 
to express my views during debates at universities or when invited 

to participate in various political party rallies. 


Somkhit Sisangkhom, the Leader of the Social Democracy Party 


[Question] Have you met with your former socialist colleagues who have 
left the jungle? 


[Answer] No, I haven't. Because no one has come to see me. I have met 
a few, such as Khaisaeng Bangoen, by chance at various functions. We 
just greeted each other. 


[Question] Concerning the socialist path that your party is following, 
how much do you think the people understand? 


[Answer] We must continue to inform people so that they learn what 
socialism is. But if [Thailand] becomes a truly democratic country 
with parties, things will not be strange since it will be the people 


who elected them. 





[Question] As for Thailand,do you think that the socialist political 
parties will have a chance to join the government? 


[Answer] I will say that, if there is no coup, during the next 10 years 
we will work hard. There will be two more elections during that time 

and we will certainly be part of the government. But even if things 

are difficult, we will keep struggling in order to be ready to administer 
the country. Look at Spain. When the election was held, they were ready 


and they won. 


Chamni Sakdiset, the Former Secretary-General of the Socialist Party 
of Thailand 


[Question] Since leaving the jungle, have you thought about forming 
another socialist party? 
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[Answer] As for my leaving the jungle, I did so because of political 
oppression. That was the case for 25 of the 30 party committee members. 


As for forming a political party, along with several friends, I do 

hope to form another party. But a much bigger united front must be 

built with various groups. In the past, we made mistakes because of 

our youth. We were viewed as leaning too far to the left. We must improve 
the structure of the party. But I want to say that if we form a party, 

we do not want to be the enemy of anyone. We just want to play a part 


in taking responsibility for the country. 
[Question] What are your plans for running in the election? 


[Answer] We will be fully prepared and will definitely run in the 1987 
election. 
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THAILAND 


ALI FAYYAD INTERVIEWED ON PERSONAL LIFE, RELATIONS WITH SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Bangkok KHAO CHATURAT in Thai 21 Feb 83 pp 48-51 


[Speech by and Interview with Ali Payyad, the head of the Southeast 
Asian Section of the Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs; speech 
delivered at a meeting of the Thai-Palestinian Friendship Association 
on 8 February 1983; data and place of interview not specified] 


[Excerpts] There have been further developments in the 
activities of the PLO that involve Thailand. First, a group 
of Thai Muslims succeeded in forming a Thai-Palestinian 
Friendship Association at its second official meeting 

on 8 February. This association is a private organization 
that has relations on a people-to-people level. Second, 

Mr Ali Payyad, the head of the Southeast Asian Section 

of the Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, fully 
revealed himself in Thailand for the first time. Previous 
reports had said that he was a PLO representative who 

had come here secretely in order to make contact with 

and support certain Thai political parties for various 
illegitimate political reasons. Ali Fayyad appeared and gave 
his speech at the meeting to form this Thai-Palestinian 
Friendship Association. His speech began at 1730 hours. 
Chaturat is printing his speech in order to provide data 

to all sectors. The views expressed here are not those 

of Chaturat. 


Ladies and gentlemen, we have representatives in 95 countries. But 
unfortunately [there is no representative in] Thailand or in the Southeast 


Asian countries. 


In 1981, Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon clearly talked about providing 
real support to the Palestinian people. This was the first time such 

a statement had been made, and we were proud of the attitude expressed 
by the prime minister of Thailand. He dared to speak the truth in order 
to inform the people of the world that the Palestinian position is 

a@ position that should be recognized and supported. 
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We have made repeated attempts. As for Southeast Asia, we have made 

@ great attempt here. It is very strange. We have not received any 
support here; only one side has stretched out its hand. We ask only 
that we be allowed to speak out and voice the truth in Southeast Asia 
in order to show which side, we or Israel, is speaking the truth and 
which side is lying. 


We want the Thai government to have a better understanding of our goals. 
However, it is felt that continual progress has been made to the point 
where we are very proud of the fact that we have received recognition 
from the Thai government. In 1981, Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon clearly 
talked about providing support to the Palestinians. 


Three months after the prime minister expressed this attitude, a PLO 

group visited Thailand. But the purpose of the visit was not to negotiate 
with the government directly. Rather, we met with the various political 
parties in order to learn about their attitudes and policies toward 

the Palestinians. We were welcomed very warmly. We came openly and 

did not hesitate to reveal ourselves. But some newspapers said that 

we had contacted the political parties secretely. This was very harmful 

to us. Since we want the people of the world to know about the Palestinians, 
there is no reason for us to do things secretely or to contact groups 
secretely in Thailand. 


Ladies and gentlemen, during my visit this time, I have met General 
Kriangsak Chamanan, Mr Phichai Rattakun, Air Chief Marshal Thawee Chunlasap, 
Mr Bunchu Rotchanasathien and people from many other political parties. 

I have met with these people in order to exchange views. In meeting 

with people from these political parties, I assure you that I did not 

pay anyone any money. The charge that I gave them 600 million baht 

is a lie. It is a shameless lie. 


I assure you that I have never gotten involved in any matter concerning 
Thai politics and I definitely will not do so. We just want the Thai 
people to know about Palestinian principles and to have them know the 
truth. This is our position. 


As for the fact that you have joined together to form a Thai-Palestinian 
Friendship Association, you can be considered the representatives, 

Or ambassadors, of the Palestinian people who have dared to speak the 
truth. Please do not abandon us. Stay by our side so that we can open 

@ PLO information office in Thailand in the near future. 


{Interview With] Ali Fayyad 


Chaturat: When did you arrive in Thailand? 
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Fayyad: Last Friday. I arrived on Friday.Actually, I should have come 
last week because I intended to meet with Mr Asa Sarasin. But I was 
held over in Singapore and Malaysia and so we have not yet met. 


[Question] When will you leave? 
[Answer] I will leave after I meet with Mr Asa Sarasin. 


[Question] When and where did you learn of the reports that the PLO 
is giving money to support Thai political parties? 


{Answer} I learned of this here in Bangkok. 
[Question] Thus, your itenerary was fixed ahead of time. 


[Answer] Yes. My itenerary was fixed before these reports came out. 
My visit this time has nothing to do with these reports. 


[Question] People who have constantly followed this situation think 
that you rushed here when you learned of this news. 


[Answer] (Laughs). 


[Question] This association is a matter of people-to-people relations. 
As for government-to-government relations, as the representative of 
the PLO, what action will you take? 





[Answer] We must certainly continue carrying on things until the Thai 
government agrees to allow us to establish an information office here 

and allows us to have a representative here in the form of having official 
diplomatic relations. This association was formed in order to establish 
relations between the Thais and the Palestinians. But my duties concern 
semething else. I came here as the official representative of the PLO 

in order to promote relations between the Thai and Palestinian governments. 


[Question] During this visit, have you met with any Thai leaders and 
if so, whom? 


[Answer] I have not met anyone yet. But I should meet people tomorrow 
(tne 9th) or the day after tomorrow. 


[Question] Whom will you meet? 


[Answer] Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, the minister of foreign 
affairs. I will leave after I meet with Mr Asa Sarasin. 


(Question|] I would like to ask you about your life. Would you please 
tell us briefly about your life? 
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[Answer] My life (high voice). I am a Palestinian fighter. I had to 
choose between two paths. The first path was to build up myself, find 

@ job, build a house, buy a car, find a beautiful wife and live comfortably. 
The other path was to become a fighter and join Yassir Arafat. I decided 
to choose the second path. At present, I am the PLO representative 

for Southeast Asia. Before this, I was stationed in Vietnam; I was 

the first PLO ambassador to Vietnam. That was in 1976. That same year, 

I was transferred to Vientiane, the capital of Laos. I served as the 

PLO representative in Laos. This was after Laos severed diplomatic 
relations with Israel. My office was located at the old Israeli embassy. 
In 1977 the PLO sent a permanent ambassador to Laos. 





[Question] Where is your present office located? 
{Answer} Syria. When I left my diplomatic post in Indochina in February 
1981, I was appointed to the position of head of the Southeast Asian 


Section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Actually, I would prefer 
to work in this area rather than in Syria. I prefer field work. 


[Question] Where were you born? 


[Answer] I was born in Gaza. This city has been occupied and has been 
an Israeli state ever since 1948. 


[Question] When did you join the PLO? 

[Answer] I joined the revolution 16 years ago. At that time, I was 
still a student at the University of Cairo. I joined the revolution 
at the very start. 


[Question] What field did you graduate in? 


[Answer] I graduated in the field of “propaganda and mass communications.” 


11943 
CSO: 4207/94 
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THAILAND 


ALLEGATIONS OF PLO CASH TO PARTIES DISPUTED 
Bangkok SU ANAKHOT in Thai 13-19 Feb 83 pp 18, 19 


[Article: “Political Parties Receive Cash; the Confusion of Thai 
Intelligence” ] 


[Text] “Tne Thai government has already recognized us based on the 
legitimacy that we have. Why would Palestinians propose giving large 
sums Of money in order to buy or gain something that we have already 
received from the Thai government? That is very illogical.” 


Mr Ali Fayyad, the PLO representative in Southeast Asia, who was a 
guest of the founders of the Thai-Palestinian Friendship Association, 
talked with reporters last Tuesday evening about the reports that the 
PLO has given 600 million baht to support certain political parties 

in the coming election in exchange for being allowed to establish a 

PLO office in Thailand. [He was interviewed] at the Golden Horse Hotel, 
a second-class hotel on Damrong Rak Road, which is where he lodged 
during his stay in Thailand. 


This open statement by Mr Ali PFayyad has greatly shaken Thai government 
intelligence officials. And what is most important is that this statement 
by Mr Ali Fayyad challenges the honor of soldiers such as Major General 
Phichit Kunlawanit, the commander of the lst Infantry Division, since 
this general went on television and told the people that “I will stake 

my honor on the fact that the military has evidence that shows that 

in a single-slate type election, votes will be purchased and there 

will be contact with people outside the country. This may pose ea danger 
to security.” 


In discussing the problems of the country, Major General Phichit Kunlawanit 
did not state clearly who these people outside the country are. But 

after that, a military news source in the army and even Major General 

Phichit himself told reporters that efficient army intelligence units 

had learned that the PLO, which has close ties with the KGB, the intelligence 
organization of the Soviet Union, has tried to give 600 million baht 

to certain political parties in Thailand in order to help them in the 
election. One PLO representative who has a Lao wife has been in contact 
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with the leaders of certain political parties since the beginning of 
1962. He established contact through a scholar and former politician 
who holds a doctorate degree and who failed in his bid for election 

in 1975. A government news source also said that two political parties, 
that is, the P.C. Party and the P.C. Party [sic], have agreed to allow 
the PLO to establish an office in Thailand after these two parties 

have formed a government in exchange for the financial support received 


from the PLO. 


The news source also said that when the political parties in Thailand 
were contacted, a telex was sent to the main PLO office in Beirut stating 
that money hed been paid to these Thai prilitical parties in exchange 

for helping the PLO. But this telex was sntercepted by an international 
secret service organization. Corcerning this matter, Mr Ali Fayyad 

said that the “PLO has contacted Thai political parties through a2 PLO 
representative in Laos. But there was nothing secret ebout this. His 

wife is a Lao woman and lives with him. As far as I know, there was 

no telex equipment in the PLO office then and there is none there now. 


“We would like to propose that the documents, or contents of the telex, 

be made public and that the facts be allowed to speak for themselves. 

We have nothing to hide. It is very strange that they chose to link 

Laos and our representative in Laos with trade-like bargaining. The 
Palestinians have never done this. We have never tried to do this anywhere 
Since Palestinians have suffered greatly from the “giving” of other 
peoples. Other peoples have beaten us repeatedly. How could we use 
the dirty methods of other nations against the Thai people, with whom 
we want to be friends?" he said. 


When asked by a reporter about the fact that a Thai military news source 
had said that a PLO representative had met with the leaders of certain 
political parties or the representatives of certain parties, Mr Ali 
Fayyad said that the "PLO has long appealed for support from the Thai 
people, the Thai government and the Thai political parties. 


“We have met with former prime minister Kriangsak Chamanan, Mr Phichai 
Rattakun, Dr Pramot Nakhonthap, Mr Prayun Suraniwong, Mr Den Tomina, 

Mr Seni Madakakun, Air Chief Marshal Thawee Chunlasap and even Mr Bunchu 
Rotchanasathien. We have met with these people openly. The Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs has known about this. We have asked for all possible 
help. We have many refugees that we must look after. We have told 

them that the Palestinian people have encountered great hardships and 

sO we have asked whether the Thai people can help us financially. 

We have made official requests to the Thai Ministry of Foreicn Affairs," 
said Mr Fayyad in conclusion. 


As for recognizing the PLO, Mr Chet Sucharitkun, the director-general 
of the Information Department of the Ministr of Foreign Affairs, told 
SU ANAKHOT that “Thailand has recognized the PLO as the legitimate 

government of the Palestinian people and we support the Palestinians 
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having their own homeland.” Concerning this, a2 high-level news source 
in the Ministry of foreign Affairs told SU ANAKHOT that the “Thai government 
has recognized the PLO. And at present, we are trying to help them 
by establishing a Thai-Palestinian Friendship Association. They will 
soon have their own office.There is no need for them to spend 2 huge 
sum of money to support Thai political parties. The PLO does not have 
that much money. Such reports are a joke. But if such reports really 
did come from military news sources, there is cause for concern about 
Thailand and the good officers in the army who must frequently put 
their honor as officers on the line. In not too long, few in the army 
will have any credibility,” said this news source in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 


After listening to all this, it seems that the confusion of the Thai 
intelligence units, which the military is so proud of because of their 
efficiency, will cause high-ranking officers in the Royal Thai Army 

to lose their “manhood” unless something is done to improve things. 

If this continues, they will all soon become “sterile creatures.” 





11943 
CSO: 4207/93 
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THAILAND 


ARTICLE ON ARMY ‘VICTORY’ ON CONSTITUENCIES 
BK210252 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Mar 83 p 1 
[By the Chongkhadtfkit ] 


[Text] The army lost the battle in parliament but undoubtedly intends to 
win the war over constitutional amendments. The dissolution of parliament 
and the fixing of general elections on 18 April--three days before the 
transitory provisions of the constitution expire—provide the army with one 
victory. 


The army had wanted provinces to be divided into constituencies from which 
a maximum number of three candidates could be elected (each 150,000 eligible 
voters are entitled to elect one representative). It would also like to 
allow voters to select their own representatives instead of having to vote 
for all the three candidates of a single political party (in a constituency 
entitled to three representatives). This is the present system. The only 
requirement is that all candidates should be members of political parties. 


If parliament had not been dissolved, the new system provided in the con- 
stitution to come into effect on 22 April would have been used in the pre- 
viously scheduled 12 June elections. That would mean one whole province 
would be a single constituency (except Bangkok, which, because of its size, 
would have three constituencies) where the voters would have to cast their 
ballots for the full slate of a political party's candidates to which the 
constituency is entitled (the number depending on the population). 


The use of the present system for the 18 April election will so fragment the 
votes, each voter voting for his favourites, no matter what their parties, 
that the two major parties--the Social Action Party and the Chat Thai Party-- 
may be unable to achieve their aims of winning such a great number of seats 
that either of them would need only one or two small parties to join them in 
a coalition government which they could then almost wholly dominate. 


The army does not want a "capitalist" party with substantial financial back- 
ing to gain such power because it believes it would be against the national 
interest. It also believes that the people are still used to voting for per- 
sonalities and that small parties «ould be given a fair chance of winning 
seats at the polls. 
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The idea of province-wide constituencies with votes required to be cast for 
all of a political party's candidates was originally meant to promote the 
party system, making it possible for one party to win an absolute majority. 
However, it is something new not only for Thailand but also for the rest of 
the world, and as far as educating the public is concerned, considered 
“alien,” the new system may not attract voters to take the trouble to come 
out of their homes to the balloting stations. 





The Chat Thai Party which had anticipated winning the largest number of seats 
in the House of Representatives under the new system--even more than the 

SAP, which is extrewely confident of being the biggest pz<.iy after any 
methods of elections--switched its position on the constitutional amendments 
bill proposed on behalf of the army by the Siam Democracy Party from a sup- 
portive one in the first two readings to a negative one in the third read- 


ing. 


Party members had reasoned that there would be trouble whether the bill 
passed or not. If it passed, the students would stage demonstrations which, 
the party's most vehement opponents of the bill said, could be of a scale 

of those on 14 October 1973. If it did not pass, the army could create 
problems. But, according to the party's argument, the army is a disciplined 
body. It is better to take chances with the army than with the students, so 
the contention went. 


Now, the Chat Thai leadership is re-learning an old lesson--army support is 
necessary for governmental stability. 


Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon apparently understands this very well. 


Speculation that the army has taken over the government is wrong. Gen Prem 
is still very much in charge, army commander-in-chief Gen Athit Kamlang-ek 
has stated in public, and in private to circles that count, that he supports 
Gen Prem's continuation in office as head of government. This can be as- 
sured by the kind of election that will take place on 18 April when no major 
political party can control enough house seats to form a cabinet and a gen- 
erally acceptable person like Gen Prem becomes the needed compromise leader. 


As for the retention of the powers of the senators--to participate in "no- 
confidence" debates and voting, and to join in discussing the annual budget-- 
the matter will have to be taken up in new efforts at amending the constitu- 
tion after the 18 April elections and a new government has been established. 


The same goes for appointments of civil servants or military officers to 
cabinet or other political posts without having to resign their permanent 
official positions. 


These issues, in fact, can be matters taken up in the election campaign. 
Depending on their desires, the people can vote for candidates favouring or 


opposing these proposals so when new amendment bills are presented, the elec- 
ted representatives can act in accordance with the people's wishes. 


CSO: 4200/457 
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THAILAND 


FORMER MONKS SAY PREM PRESSURED, PLAN RALLY 
BK210344 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 21 Mar 83 p 3 


{(Text] Former activist monk Anant Senakhan alleged yesterday that Prime 
Minister Prem Tinsulanonda was forced to dissolve parliament. 


Anant, who spearheaded a hunger strike against the Siam Democratic Party's 
draft bill to amend the constitution, said that his Chanuan Movement would 
co-sponsor a rally today at Sanam Luang. 


At a press conference at the King Rama V Equestrian statue, Anant said that 
Gen Prem was pressured into dissolving parliament. 


In making this claim, Anant referred to the fact that copies of the dissolu- 
tion announcement were issued by the Army Operations Centre and not the prime 
minister's office. 


Anant charged that the military was trying to solicit a strong response from 
the public so that it could reply with a stronger action which might lead to 
a coup d’etat. 


He also said that there might be an ulterior motive behind the decision to 
set the election date for 18 April. This would lead to confusion because 
candidates would not have to register with any party during the elections, 
he said. 


But he said that after 21 April, when the constitution's transitory clauses 
expire, MP's will have to join a party. This might lead to a race "to buy 
MP’s," Anant said. 


He said that his Chanuan Movement, the Statesman Movement under Prapansak 
Kamolpetch and a group of MP's will hold a rally at Sanam Luang at 5 p.m. 
today to “explain” the situation to the public. 


The rally would be peaceful and held according to the law, said Anant. 


CSO: 4200/457 
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THAILAND 


ATHIT DISCUSSES FAMILY LIFE, POVERTY AS YOUTH 
Bangkok SU ANAKHOT in Thai 13-19 Feb 83 p 56 
[Life column by Manun Chanyong: "The Poverty of Athit"] 


[Text] "She is much better now. She is now conscious but cannot yet 
speak,” said a relative of Lady Praphasi when we went to visit her 

at the Phra Mongkut Klao Hospital that evening. Most of the people 

who went to visit her just signed their names in the visitors’ book 

Since they didn't want to bother the patients in the intensive care 

unit. Outside the room soldiers were on duty to serve the many visitors 
soft drinks or orange juice. Dozens of baskets of fresh flowers, including 
orchids and roses, were arranged neatly and they filled the room with 
their beauty and fragrance. To see them would have made a patient feel 
better and recover more quickly -- at least that was what we hoped. 


From inquiries about the condition of Lady Praphasi Kamlangek after 

she had been in the hospital for several days, [it has been learned] 
that she is somewhat better now. Before, she was unconscious. However, 
she must still be fed intravenously. Everyone who goes to visit her, 
including her close relatives and even her children, must change clothes 
and put on hospital clothing in order to avoid bringing in germs from 
outside. As for Lady Praphasi's present condition, she has a “brain 
tumor." After having an operation last year, she went to the Walter 

Reed Hospital in the United States for treatment and to receive raditation 
treatment. But when she arrived there, the doctors found that she did 
not have concer but just an ordinary tumor. They gave her medicine 


to take for her headaches. 


Before she became ill, she was a government official in the Finance 
Division, Ministry of Interior. She resigned from government service 

at the end of 1982. She was born in 1931; she is now 52 years old. 

She is the dauther of Court Official Phra Pradapdunriyakit, the deputy 
head of the Royal Orchestra and Drama Department during the reign of 

King Rama VI, and Phien Winin. "“Winin” is the maiden name of Lady Praphasi. 
She was born in Bangkok and graduated from the Phetchaburi Withalongkon 
School in 1949. She married Sub-Lieutenant Athit Kamlangek when he 

was a platton leader with the 5th Infantry Battalion in Phetchaburi 
Province. They have three children, Police Major Thinphat Kamlangexk, 
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who 1S a suppression inspector at the Phlu Market Police Station, Lieutenant 
Thitiwat Kamlangek, who is stationed in Ubonratchani Province, and 
Lieutenant Wenika Kamlangek, a nurse at the Phra Mongkut Khlao Hospital. 
Lady Prapnhasi has been awarded the Chulachomklao Chatutatha decoration 

and the Chulachomklao Tatiya decoration. 


General Athit Kamlangek, the RTA CINC, spoke about his life the day 

that he went to speak at the New Amarin Hotel on the subject "The Role 
of Wives of Future Administrators.” At one point he said that “I married 
when I was a sub-lieutenant.It took nerve to get married since she 

knew that I earned a small salary, receiving only 300 baht a month. 
Sometimes we were so poor that I had to send my wife to live with [her] 
parents since I could not provide for her,” said General Athit about 

his past. 


"As for this 300 baht that I earned, I gave my mother 20 baht every 
month. The rest I turned over to my wife; I gave her all of it. Whenever 
I needed some money, I asked her for some. I have given my salary to 

my wife ever since I was a sub-lieutenant. I still do. But no matter 

how poor we were, my wife never spoke about our poverty. Sometimes 

we had to eat like soldiers, that is, we just thought about the quantity. 
We boiled spareribs with the bamboo shoots we obtained behind the house. 
This is what we ate. My wife ate like this. After we finished the meal, 
we kept the bones in order to flavor the soup. We added bamboo shoots 

and so were able to eat for several weeks. 


"My wife is rather quiet; she just smiles. She is like a ‘receiving 
Station,’ not a ‘transmitting station.’ Whenever someone comes to 
‘chat with her, she smiles and does not say much. She has been like 
this for a long time. She has made me very happy,” said General Athit 
about the qualities of Lady Praphasi, his beloved wife. 


"Whenever I am tired or troubled, my wife comforts me. If I have a 
headache, she wipes my face. I feel very happy because she is a wife 
who helps bring calm to me. But now, she is lying unconscious in the 
hospital. 


"Even though she had been unwell for a month, she did not complain. 
She would just hold my hand and look at me." 


General Athit Kamlangek, the RTA CINC, also spoke about his wedding 
ceremony. 


“When I got married, I did not have a best man. We did not have an 
engagement ceremony because I did not have the money. I had just a 
sword. I was not embarrassed about not having a best man. I did not 

have a best man. I have lived with my wife for 35 years now. This didn’t 
hurt anything. 


1% 











"Frankly, I am not embarrassed by the fact that I did not purchase 

a wedding ring for my wife. I finally bought one after returning from 
the war in Korea since I had some money then. But later on, we had 
to sell the ring to use the money for more important matters. 


“I like wives who are like my wife. I like [women] who are reserved 
and who are willing to share our suffering and joys at home. If they 
go outside the house, they should do so for the benefit of society 
with compassion and a sense of sacrifice." 


Listening to the RTA CINC speak about his wife, we were very impressed. 
Here, we would like to wish Lady Praphasi Kamlangek, the wife of the 

RTA CINC, a speedy recovery so that she again becomes a protecting 

Spirit and source of strength for her husband as he performs his government 


duties. 


11943 
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THAILAND 


QUANTITY OF FISH DROPPING IN THAI WATERS 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 2 Feb 83 p 10 


{[Article: "Thai Fishermen Have Begun to Experience Problems From the 
Territorial Waters Announcement"] 


{Text] Thai fishermen have becun encountering problems from the announcement 


of a 200-mile territorial water zone. Because of this, they have had 
to start fishing in [Thai] waters again, and this has caused the quantity 
of fish to drop. 


A news report from the Marine Fisheries Investigation Division, Department 
of Fisheries, states that, at present, the quantity of marine life 

in the Gulf of Thailand has dropped somewhat. This was learned from 

an investigation conducted in 1982 using a ring net boat. By using 

the ring net for 1 hour at a depth of 40 meters in an area in the center 
of the Gulf of Thailand, about 70 kilograms of fish were caught. In 

@ 1981 survey, approximately 80 kilograms of fish were caught. 


Concerning why the quantity of fish has dropped, this report stated 
thet this has happened because of the announcement of the 200-mile 
economic waters of various countries, which has reduced the country's 
territorial waters where fishermen can fish freely. More and more Thai 
fishermen who once fished in other waters have had to start fishing 

in the Gulf of Thailand again. 


A reporter asked about the effect from the ecological standpoint. He 
asked whether this will cause the quantity of fish to drop. A news 
source replied that, at present, the ecological situation has not had 
much of a direct effect on marine life in the sea. But it has begun 
to have an effect on marine life along the coast. If this matter is 
neglected, it will have a harmful effect in the future. 


"All marine life is linked. When the food of the small marine animals 
that live along the coast is destroyed by toxic chemicals, these marine 
animals, which are in turn food for larger marine animals, will disappear 
too. This will affect the larger marine animals and will be harmful 

in the long term,” said the news source. 


11943 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


TRADE WITH CHINA-——Thailand gained a trade surplus of 3,910 million baht in 
trade with China last year after suffering a trade deficit with that 
country for 4 consecutive years. According to the Thai Commercial Coun- 
sellor to China, Thai exports last year totaled 7,705 million baht while 
imports totaled 3,795 million baht. [Text] [BK100656 Bangkok Voice of 
Free Asia in English 1100 GMT 4 Mar 83] 


PROVINCIAL COURT JUDGES’ PRC VISIT—-About 10 senior provincial court judges 
will visit the PRC soon to observe its judicial and court system. This was 
agreed at a 35-minute meeting yesterday between Justice Minister Marut 
Bunnak and Chinese Deputy Justice Minister (Xu Qeming). Mr (Xu) heads a 
5-man team currently visiting Thailand. [Text] [BK190950 Bangkok Voice of 
Free Asia in English 1100 GMT 17 Mar 83] 


DRAFT AMENDMENT REJECTION HAILED—-In an interview with a Television Channel 
10 reporter in Hat Yai, Songkhla, 4th Army Region Commander Gen Han Linanon 
said it is good that the draft constitution amendment was rejected by the 
parliament in the third reading, adding that the rejection corresponds with 
the desire of the majority of the people who have always opposed the draft 
amendment. In particular, the southern people have opposed dictatorship 
for a long time. General Han said: "If the draft amendment had been en- 
dorsed by the parliament, it would be tantamount to condonation of dictator- 
ship, thus further weakening the current half-cooked democracy. It shows 
that dictatorship cannot win over democracy, genuine democracy will elimin- 
ate dictatorship and communism." [Text] [BK200222 Bangkok MATUPHUM in 
Thai 17 Mar 83 pf 12] 


ACTING PARTY LEADERS--Mre Sira Pathamakom has been appointed acting leader 

of the Pracharat Party following the resignation of its leader, Mr Chaisiri 
Ruangkanchanaset, it was learned yesterday. Mrs Sira said she was ap- 
pointed acting leader by the party's Central Committee after Mr Chaisiri 
stepped down on 9 February. Mr Chaisiri would remain a party member, claimed 
Mrs Sira, who yesterday notified the Interior Ministry of the change. [Ex- 
cerpt] [Bangkok BANCKOK POST in English 10 Mar 83 p 3 BK] 


CSO: 4200/457 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


"NHAN DAN' ARTICLE ON BORDER DEFENSE FORCE 
BK241353 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 28 Feb 83 p 3 


[Article by Col Le Van Than, deputy commander of the border defense force: 
"The Border Defense Force's Task of Motivating the Masses To Maintain Security 
in Border Areas") 


[Text] Soon after it was founded, the border defense force sent work teams 

to various villages to help promote cooperation in the border and coastal 
areas and carry out democratic reform in the mountainous regions aimed at 
motivating the masses to watch for dishonest persons and prevent fires and 
accidents. All units of the force have assigned part of their manpower to 
help the local people carry out production and stabilize their lives. Apart 
from motivating the masses to outline combat zones for the defense of the 
border areas, many of them have encouraged the local people to engage in pro- 
duction so as to improve their living conditions. They have also helped to 
promote the people's right to mastery and to disseminate the party's lines and 
policies, especially those policies concerning nationalities and religions, 
thus contributing actively to the consolidation of the party's political bases 
in all hamlets and villages. 


Thanks to their practical deeds, all units of the border defense force have won 
the confidence and love of and been wholeheartedly assisted by the people of 
various nationalities and the local party committees and administrations at all 
levels. In the north alone, 55 percent of the cases involving attempts to carry 
out sabotage activities by U.S.-dispatched spies and commandos were detected 

by the people. Militiamen, village public security forces and the people in 
various localities participated in 95 percent of the drives to counter spies 

and commandos, destroy bandits and track down illegal border crossers. More 
than 80 percent of the cases involving illegal sea crossings were detected 

by the people. In many localities, the people have also supplied food and grain 
to those units responsible for defending the border and tracking down spies and 
commandos or showed them where supplies could be obtained. 


However, shortcomings still exist among our border defense units. Some of them 
still failing to establish good relations with the local people or to deal 
severely with the violation of discipline in public. There are members of our 
force who fear difficulties in penetrating the people or still fail to study 
intensively in order to be able to understand their thinking, customs and habits 


thoroughly. 
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To motivate the people of various nationalities in the border and coastal 
areas and on offshore islands to make every effort to resolutely frustrate 
the enemy's multifacited war of sabotage, the border defense force must pay 
attention to mass motivation work and satisfactorily carry out the following 


tasks: 


1. Closely combine political and ideological indoctrination with activities 
against the enemy's psychological warfare and war of cultural and ideological 
sabotage. 


It is necessary to carry out propaganda and indoctrination work satisfactorily 
among the people so as to make them understand thoroughly the lines and policies 
of the party and the state while resolutely struggling against all enemy schemes 
and acts of psychological warfare and ideological sabotage and implementing all 
of our policies. It is also necessary to study and clearly point out to the 
people the truths and errors and the harmful effects of every allegation and 
trick by the enemy so as to prevent them from mistaking black for white. 


Efforts should be made to detect and locate the sources of psychological warfare 
activities and reactionary and decadent culture, as well as to prevent the 
smuggling of cultural materials of a reactionary nature into the country. It 

is necessary to instruct the people in how to deal promptly with goods of 
psychological warfare value or enemy propaganda leaflets, as well as to mete 

out severe punishment against those found guilty of conducting psychological 
warfare activities and propagating reactionary and decadent culture. 


2. Actively motivate the people to increase production in order to improve 
their living conditions while struggling against the enemy's attempts to 
sabotage our economy. 


Mass motivation work should be carried out along with all economic and emulative 
activities so as to ensure that production plans and norms are satisfactorily 
fulfilled, while propaganda and indoctrination work on ideological and socialist 
consciousness should be conducted in combination with the effort to accurately 
solve all problems related to the legitimate interests of the masses. 


It is necessary to combine the struggle against the enemy's economic sabotage 
activities with the struggle against negativism among ourselves. Meanwhile, 
efforts must be made to struggle against the practice of giving up production 
to earn a living as smugglers or professional hooligans and thieves. This is 
to prevent the enemy from exploiting these elements and our shortcomings to 


sabotage our economy. 


3. Step up the movement to safeguard national security and build all villages 
along the border defensive line into an "iron wall for border defense." 


Efforts should be made to ensure that the movement to safeguard national 

security is satisfactorily carried out in almost all villages along the border 
defensive line. It is necessary, first of all, to make our cadres and combatants 
thoroughly understand the role and significance of the movement. It is also 
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necessary for them, especially those attached to the border defense work teams, 
to firmly grasp the purposes of and guidelines for stepping up this movement 
and, on the basis of enhancing their conception and determination, constantly 
intensify ideological indoctrination among the masses. The move to heighten 
the political vigilance of the masses is designed to deepen their hatred for 
the enemy and harden their will so that they can fight for the defense of their 
native villages and fatherland, as well as to further develop their patriotism 
and love for socialism. We should go by the general situation to educate the 
masses. We must, however, mainly use the actual situation and incidents in 
their localities as our foundation so as to make it easier for them to understand 
and [word indistinct] the enemy without fear. This will encourage them to 
introduce many effective measures to help frustrate the enemy's multifaceted 
war of sabotage, thus firmly ensuring our sovereignty and security in the border 
areas. 


CSO: 4209/291 





MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


"NHAN DAN’ HAILS DEVELOPMENT OF ARMED FORCES 
BK231354 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 22 Mar 83 


[NHAN DAN 23 March editorial: “The Entire Army Continues to Develop Its Fine 
Nature and Enhance Its Fighting Strength"] 


[Text] In the past 4 years-—-1979-82—the great campaign of our entire army 
to develop the fine nature and er © ‘ne fighting strengh of the people's 
armed forces and the determined-to-.°. emulation movement scored great re- 
sults. Units that served as progressive models in one or more respects 
emerged in ever-increasing numbers. We heartily congratulate the typical 
outstanding units of the entire army's 14 emulation groups which have won 
orders of state and banners of the Council of Ministers and the Ministry of 
National Defense. We heartily congratulate the heroic people's armed forces 
for having completed the great campaign and the emulation movement, over- 
come all difficulties and hardships, constantly engaged in combat and train- 
ing, and made a new, very important step toward maturity. 


The campaign has contributed to helping the army fulfill the political tasks 
assigned by the party and state. The army has, together with the entire 
people, won the two wars of national defense on the southwestern and northern 
borders of our country. Units of the entire army have remarkably enhanced 
their combined quality and fighting strength, made much progress in achieving 
standardization and modernization, satisfactorily discharged their inter- 
national duties toward the fraternal Kampuchean and Lao people, and made 
many efforts to carry out their economic construction tasks. The all- 
people's national defense system has been further consolidated. National 
defense has become stronger both in position and strength and there are 

bases for it to continue to advance steadily. 


Our people's armed forces, acting in coordination with the people's security 
forces and all the people, are sufficiently capable and strong to defeat 

the kind of multifaceted war of sabotag waged by the Chinese expansionists 
and hegemonists working hand ir glove with the U.S. imperialists, and are 
ready to vanquish the enemy under all circumstances. 


The important successes of the recent campaign and emulation movement of our 
people's armed forces once again testify to the correct and clear-sighted 
leadership of the Party Central Committee and the close guidance of the 
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Party Central Committee's Military Commission. They also stem from the as- 
sistance, cooperation and coordination of the various departments, sectors 
and organizations at the centrel level and of the people's security forces, 
from the close leadership and guidance of the party committee and people's 
administration echelons of all localities throughout the country, and from 
the affection, assistance and encouragement of the ethnic minority people 
and people throughout the country. 


Our people’s armed forces must develop their great achievements, overcome 
shortcomings, satisfactorily apply the valuable lessons of experience gained 
from the great campaign and the determined-to-win movement over the past 

4 years, and further enhance their fighting strength. Founded and led by our 
party and President Ho Chi Minh, our army is an efficient tool of the pro- 
letarian dictatorship state and a firm pillar of the system of socialist 
collective mastery. The Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, acting in 
collusion with the U.S. imperialists, are frenziedly opposing and undermin- 
ing national independence and socialism in Southeast Asia including the 
three Indochinese countries. This situation requires that all our army 

and people constantly uphold vigilance and stand ready to fight with the 
determination to defeat all kinds of warfare that may be started by the 


enemy. 


Under the light of the resolutions of the Fifth Party Congress, in the next 

3 years--1983-85--our entire army will continue to satisfactorily carry on 
the campaign to build itself into a revolutionary people’s army with an iron- 
like determination to win, close discipline, strict conduct, and ever higher 
level of standardization and modernization, and an ever-increasing combat 
readiness; always fulfill the mission assigned by the fatherland; take even 
better care of the material and spiritual life of troops; and consolidate 

its close relationship with the people. The people's armed forces must con- 
centrate efforts on enhancing their combined quality and fighting strength 
by firmly grasping the two key tasks of building the contingent of party 
cadres and members and developing clean, firm and strong basic party organ- 
izations to serve as nuclei of the movement. On this basis and by enforcing 
positive, creative and even more effective measures, all the army must forge 
strict and just self-imposed discipline and a standardized military lifestyle; 
master and maintain satisfactorily its ever more modern weapons and technical 
equipment; promote production and thrift; and firmly maintain and further im- 
prove the material, spiritual and cultural life of troops, especially those 
belonging to units stationed on the frontline. 


We must constantly enhance the quality of party leadership over the army 
and increase the army's fighting strength so that, while in combat, our 
comrades and soldiers will act with determination, urgency, valor and close 
coordination and commanders at all levels will cope with all eventualities 
in a positive, decisive, accurate and timely manner to win victories. 


CSO: 4209/292 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY VIETNAM 


VPA PAPER ON POLITICAL TRAINING FOR RECRUITS 
BK181529 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2330 GMT 16 Mar 83 


(QUAN DOI NHAN DAN editorial: "Satisfactorily Provide Political Indoctrin- 
ation for New Recruits"--date not given] 


{Text} Providing political indoctrination satisfactorily for new recruits 
right from the early days when they first join the army is an important task 
in the training of youths during their years in the military as well as in 
building up the armed forces and its combat effectiveness. 


Many units have performed this taks in a satisfactory manner. Almost all of 
those new recruits receiving indoctrination have shown improvements in their 
ideological knowledge and actions. New recruits, for the most part, have 
satisfactorily fulfilled their assigned duties. However, there are other 
units which fail to concentrate on providing political indoctrination for 
their new recruits right from the beginning. The command cadres of these 
units have argued that this is a long-term task that can be carried out later 
and that as the training of new recruits last for only a couple of months, 

it is sufficient for them to receive only military training provided that it 
is given in a satisfactory manner. In these units, the training of new re- 
cruits is considered as not good enough, thus leading to a situation in which 
recruits have been unable to fulfill their assigned tasks and realize the 
glorious duties as soldiers. That is why their fighting determination and 
their sense of unit discipline are not high enough. 


It is necessary to correctly realize the importance of and satisfactorily 
provide political indoctrination as well as general training for new recruits. 
This must be regarded as a rule. 


For new recruits, becoming members of the people's army is an important turn- 
ing point in their lives. When enlisting in the army, it would not be easy 
for youths to automatically adjust themselves to the military life. As a 
result of their different life styles, new recruits tend to have different 
(?behaviors) not suitable to the military life. We cannot expect new re- 
cruits to overcome all of their shortcomings after just a few months of 
training. But right from the beginning, we must positively provide indoc- 
trination for new recruits in order to help improve their political and social 
knowledge and give the basic knowledge about a modern army, about the 
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objectives and, duties of the armed forces and their unity and traditions, 
about the 10 oaths of honor, and about the 12 codes of discipline on army- 
people relations. 


Through the study of the party's policies and the law on military service, 
it is necessary to make new recruits fully aware of the obligations and 
duties as youths in building the fatherland. Such awareness must not be 
confined in thinking. Instead, it must be practically reflected through 
the attitude of new recruits toward their training and combat duties as 
well as all other assigned tasks. 


Like military training, political training for new recruits must be given 
gradually, from low to high. Academic training must go along with on-the- 
job training and theory must be linked with practice and with daily activities 
in order to achieve the ultimate goal, that is, to ensure that new recruits 
are ready to go anywhere and take up any task to defend the fatherland. 


Cadres must firmly grasp the psychological characteristics of new recruits 
in order to adopt appropriate teaching methods. They must resolve to deal 
with all indications of nervousness and excessive demands by new recruits 
and must avoid uncareful training. 


All party and youth union organizations and all communist party members and 
Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union members are dutybound to guide and train 
new recruits. Party cadres and members and youth union members must be 
exemplary in their words and actions thus setting good examples for new 
recruits to follow. Meanwhile, responsible cadres must stay close to new 
recruits and provide practical and detailed guidance for every work even 

if it is a minor one. They must know how to develop the efforts of new re- 
cruits and their enthusiasm for training. They must rely on positive factors 
in motivating, encouraging and directing new recruits to undergo training 
and make progress. This is to ensure good training qualities, thus con- 
tributing to increasing the fighting strength of their units. 


Wholeheartedly welcoming, carefully caring for, and providing new recruits 
with all prescribed military gears, and satisfactorily ensuring the material 
and spiritual life of new recruits are necessary works which can have a 
direct impact on the awareness and sentiments of new recruits, can create in 
them a good impression of the armed forces--which are also regarded as a 
large school--and can make new recruits feel at home and attached to their 
units and enthusiastic in performing their duties. 


Providing political indoctrination satisfactorily for new recruits is one 

of the important prerequisites for various units to successfully fulfill 
their assigned missions and for all of them to become revolutionarily aware 
of their responsibility in national defense and international obligation as 
revolutionary soldiers. This will enable us to initially make a favorable 
step forward in turning out worthy soldiers for the armed forces; to develop 
the contingent of youth union cadres and members and to train citizens, work- 
ers and outstanding cadres for socialist construction in our country. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


VPA JOURNAL DISCUSSES SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY 
BK221648 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2330 GMT 20 Mar 83 


{(Text] Building and developing scientific and technological potentials are 
very important parts of the scientific and technological revolution, which 
plays the key role in the three revolutions of the socialist revolution in 
our country. 


Under the party's leadership, a technological revolution was actually car- 
ried out in our armed forces during the course of the anti-U.S. struggle 

for national salvation. Since the south was liberated, the country was 
reunified and the revolution entered a new stage and in light of the resolu- 
tions of the Fourth and Fifth Congresses on Developing Science and Technol- 
ogy to Support Production, Life and National Defense, our army's scientific 
and technological potentials have continued to be built and developed, 
thereby making great contributions to enhancing our armed forces’ fighting 
strength and their level of combat readiness and economic and national 


building. 


Dealing with this question, in its March 1983 issue TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN 

DAN carried an article by Lt Gen Le Van Tri entitled: "On the Problem of 
Building and Developing Scientific and Technological Potentials in the Army.” 
After pointing out the importance and some initial achievements of the task 
of building and developing scientific and technological potentials in the 
army, the article stresses: 


The building and development of scientific and technological potentials in 
our army must strictly follow the political line, the military line and the 
line and views concerning scientific and technological development set forth 
by the Fourth and Fifth Party Congresses. It must be thoroughly carried out 
in the armed forces and the military field in conformity with the activities 
of military organizations and the laws of armed struggle in the war for na- 
tional defense and against the enemies’ war of aggression. Specifically, 

we must constantly grasp and satisfactorily carry out a number of tasks as 
follows: 


Our country is currently in a situation where it simultaneously enjoys peace 
and has to cope with a multifaceted war of sabotage waged by the Chinese 
expansionists and hegemonists in collusion with the U.S. imperialists. At 
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the same time, it must stand ready to cope with a large-scale war of aggres- 
sion which the enemies may start. Our entire people must simultaneously 
build socialism, strengthen national defense and stand ready to fight in 
defense of the socialist fatherland. Our army must simultaneously maintain 
combat readiness, fight and participate in economic building appropriately 
and effectively. 


In the face of this situation and these tasks, our scientific and technologi- 
cal activities must be directly aimed at satisfying the most important and 
pressing demands posed by the task of enhancing the armed forces’ fighting 
strength and our military art in the people's war for national defense. We 
must concentrate on the immediate plans, programs and subjects while formu- 
lating long term research programs and plans. We must simultaneously focus 
our efforts on important and key tasks and carry out comprehensive activ- 
ities. On the basis of an ever increasing basic scientific knowledge, we 
must step up research in the application and development of military technol- 
ogy. We must ensure a rational balance between basic research and applied 
research and pay attention to devoting resources and efforts to research ac- 
tivities aimed at mastering the enemies’ technology. 


First of all, scientific and technological research must be deeply committed 
to helping devise technical measures to promote the highest development of 
various kinds of weapons and means, especially modern ones suitable for the 
combat and combat readiness duties of the entire army. Scientific and tech- 
nological research must help promote a highly effective and economical use 
of all kinds of equipment currently available, including modern, relatively 
modern and rudimentary equipment, thereby effectively supporting both the 
people's war fought by military corps of main forces and the local people's 
war. It must ensure that weapons and equipment are effectively stored and 
maintained according to various technical procedures so that they may be 
made combat ready in the highest possible percentages and at the shortest 
possible notice on the basis of the material and technical means as well as 
the topographical and tropical climatic conditions of our country and the 
fighting and combat readiness conditions of our armed forces. 


Through the application of advanced science and technology, we must develop 
advanced manufacturing processes to expeditiously increase the production of 
spare parts, thereby enhancing, both quantitatively and qualitatively, our 
capability to repair weapons and equipment, especially the modern ones. We 
must carry out technical innovations to improve the effectiveness of the 
weapons currently available to suit battlefield conditions, and to gradually 
produce appropriate weapons and other means of fighting. 


We must pay attention to applying advanced technology and technical means 

to improve the quality and effectiveness of troop management, training and 
command and of logistics, medical and welfare services. We must conduct 
research to make the best use of all the installations, equipment, supplies 
and raw materials according to the most rational possible technical procedures 
to ensure the efficiency of the units engaged in economic work. 
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The military field and the army, more than any other fields of activity, 
demand rationalization of organization, operation and labor, especially in 
the current conditions when our army has reached an unprecedented level of 
development in organization, personnel and equipment with the appearance 
of many armed branches and services and the further improvement of the com- 
mand agencies and organizations. 


Science and technology are constantly developing. Our enemies and the ob- 
jects of our combat activities are ceaselessly seeking to improve, renovate 
and raise their organizational and equipment standards. The enemies’ mil- 
itary and technological schemes and tricks, which are considered as princi- 
pal now, may become secondary later on. Therefore, it is extremely imper- 
ative that our soldiers be ready in all respects-—-tactical, physical, 
scientific and technological—to cope with and counter all new technological 
tricks and hostile measures of the enemies. 


For this reason, along with the process of responding to the pressing im- 
mediate demands, we must not neglect long term requirements in developing 
scientific and technological potential in the army. Any subject and problem 
posed for scientific and technological research in the army--be it an in- 
mediate or long term requirement--should be dealt with most urgently. As the 
resolution of the Fifth Party Congress has clearly pointed out: We must 
master the scientific and technological matters essential for our country 

in the spirit that we must make every effort to master anything the country 
needs. 


2. {numbering as heard] Ceaselessly Improve the Scientific Quality and 
Standards of Research Projects and Promptly Apply Advance Science and Tech- 
nology in the Armed Forces’ Practical Activities 


The high scientific quality and standards of each research project must be 
reflected in the most effective support it gives the fulfillment of the army's 
tasks. Therefore, when considering the quality of a scientific research 
project, first of all we must look at the effectiveness of the service it 
renders. At the same time, we must use the scientific arguments of the re- 
lated natural sciences and science and technology in general and military 
science and art in particular as the basis for analyzing, testing and evalu- 
ating the standards and quality of each project. We must avoid the tendency 
to take on problems which, though important, have only the remotest chance of 
being applied in our country, as well as the tendency to simplify and go easy 
on scientific and technological projects in the army. These tendencies may 
lead to limited results or even deviations, thereby turning what is intended 
as an innovation into an obstacle. 


On the contrary, punctiliousness and escessive emphasis on perfection in each 
process and project are often incompatible with the field of military ac- 
tivities. For this reason, the problem of planning, programming and stand- 
ardization of scientific and technological activities in the army has become 
extremely vital. The task of ensuring and enhancing the scientific character 
of scientific and technological processes and projects in the army demands 
the active participation of all armed branches and services, all categories 
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of troops of the armed forces, all scientific and technological sectors, the 
natural sciences and even the social sciences. 


The research, improvement, invention, production of utilization of any type 
of weapon alone will show that the efforts of an isolated component or 

sector are not enough. The scientific and technological sector in the army, 
therefore, always needs close coordination and cooperation with other scien- 
tific sectors both in and outside the army in order to simultaneously satis- 
fy the armed forces’ demands for building and fighting and to meet the special 
requirements of each sector and each armed branch and service. 


In the situation where our economy still faces many difficulties and limita- 
tions and the army has to shoulder weighty tasks, the application of advanced 
science and technology must be carried out all the more actively to promote 
the best use of and the search for raw materials and supplies inside the 
country. Based on the current economic and technical conditions, we must 
make observations, form syntheses, draw conclusions and find new technical 
solutions which are both effective and conducive to the maximum economiza- 
tion of force, time and the material and technical bases. We should, there- 
fore, combine the research efforts of various scientific and technological 
agencies with the experiences of the numerous scientific and technological 
workers; the command, logistics and military medical cadres; and our com- 
batants who are present day and night on the training grounds and in combat 
positions to implement coordinated programs according to the general guide- 
lines and objectives. 





We should satisfactorily utilize the scientific and technological assistance 
and cooperation of the Soviet Union and other fraternal countries and make 
the fullest use of all scientific achievements and technological progress of 
other countries in the world. 


A problem posed here is that we must constantly carry out scientific and 
technological management and technical management in the army well, thereby 
ensuring that science and technology in the army always develop apace with 
the demands of the military line and the military science and art and, 
simultaneously, actively contribute to the development of the present 
Vietnamese military science and art themselves. To do so, in carrying out 
its activities, the scientific and technological sector must constantly and 
closely follow the army's life and state of combat readiness as well as the 
enemies’ technological schemes and tricks. It must satisfactorily effect a 
close combination between theory and practice, between the laboratories and 
the training grounds and battlefields, between the general laws and the top- 
ographical, climatic and weather characteristics and the fighting tactics of 


Vietnam. 





We must ensure that all procedures and regulations on powers and standards 
concerning the management, maintenance and use of technical equipment are 
scrupulously and constantly implemented in all units and all armed branches 
and services which are being stationed in different positions and performing 
different duties on various frontlines and regions of the country. This is 
to make it possible for all kinds of weapons and technical equipment to be 
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utilized with high effectiveness and efficiency and to be well maintained 
under any circumstances, and for all technical regulations, procedures, 
norms and standards to be regularly and steadily implemented, thereby ef- 
fectively contributing to increasing efficiency in the use of technical 
equipment and supplies and enhancing the productive capability and economic 
efficiency of the national defense production and technical equipment repair 


sectors. 


To step up scientific and technological activities in the army, in addition 
to the aforementioned problems, in his article the author also deals with two 
other questions. They are: Developing and maintaining a vigorous mass move- 
ment for scientific and technological activities, with the contingent of 
scientific and technological workers playing the principal role; and, at the 
same time, ceaselessly improving guidance and implementing ever more uni- 
formly various positions, policies and procedures in the field of science 

and technology to develop more satisfactorily scientific and technological 
potentials in the army and enhance the fighting strength of the people's 
armed forces. 


CSO: 4209/292 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


ARMED FORCES EMULATION CAMPAIGN REVIEWED 
BK231221 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2330 GMT 22 Mar 83 


[Text] Dear listeners, on 21 and 22 March the Ministry of National Defense's 
Emulation Council held a conference in Hanoi to review the implementation of 

the emulation campaign to develop the fine character and improve the fighting 
strength of the armed forces. 


Attending the conference were representatives of the VCP Central Committee 
Emulation Department, the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union's Central Com- 
mittee Secretariat, the Vietnam Women's Union and representatives of various 
organs of the Ministry of National Defense, military regions, armed branches 
and services, military corps [Binh Dqoanf], military academies and schools 
and production establishments of the entire armed forces. 


Col Gen Le Trong Tan, member of the VCP Central Committee, vice minister of 
national defense, chief of the VPA General Staff and chairman of the Ministry 
of National Defense's Emulation Council presided over the conference. Open- 
ing the conference, Col Gen Le Trong Tan said: 


[Begin recording] Reviewing the condition of our armed forces before March 
1979 and during the past 4 years, we may say that implementing the campaign 
has contributed positively to enhancing the general quality of the armed 
forces and ensuring their increasing success in combat, in maintaining com- 
bat readiness, in training and in performing economic activities and inter- 
national obligations, so as to be worthy of the confidence and love of the 
Vietnamese people and armed forces and the peoples and armed forces of the 
fraternal Lao and Kampuchean nations. Living in the very difficult and com- 
plex conditions of the past years, we have realized more clearly the impact 
and the significance of the campaign and the correct positions of the VCP 
Central Committee Secretariat and the VCP Central Committee Military Commis- 
sion. In the years ahead, continuing to implement the campaign in accordance 
with resolutions of the Fifth VCP Congress and the Party Central Committee 
Political Bureau is a very essential requirement for enhancing and strength- 
ening the general quality and the combat strength of our people's armed 
forces. fend recording] 


In his recapitulative report, Maj Gen Nguyen Nam Khanh, member of the VCP 
Central Committee, deputy head of the Political General Department and vice 
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chairman of the Ministry of National Defense's Emulation Council--after ex- 
pounding on the development, results, strong and weak points of the entire 

armed forces during the past 4 years in implementing this great campaign-- 

stressed: 


[Begin recording] Reviewing the general situation of the entired armed 
forces and on the basis of the goals and requirements set forth by the 

party for implementing the great campaign over the past 4 years, our armed 
forces may inform the VCP Central Committee, the Council of State and the 
Council of Ministers that the campaign has contributed to accelerating the 
fulfillment of various political tasks assigned to the armed forces by the 
party and state. One of these tasks was the defeat of the two wars of ag- 
gression to defend the fatherland at the southwestern and northern borders, 
thereby strengthening an important further step in the enhancement of the 
general quality and combat strength of the people's armed forces, achieving 
progress in building the regular and modern armed forces, fulfilling inter- 
national obligations toward Kampuchea and Laos and making great efforts to 
carry out the task of economic construction. The all-people defense bloc 
has been consolidated a step further. The national defense organization 

is stronger in both position and strength and has a firm base to advance 
further, the competence to foil the enemy's multifaceted war of sabotage 

and sufficient strength to defeat wars of any size of the Beijing expansion- 
ists and hegemonists in collusion with the U.S. imperialists. [end recording] 


The recapitulative report dealt with main experiences drawn during the 4 
years of supervising the implementation of the great campaign. These include 
experiences in evaluating the conditions of the armed forces promptly and 
correctly, in launching a campaign for voluntary revolutionary action by the 
entire armed forces and in building strong and firm grassroots units, using 
the building of a pure, firm and strong party base as the essential founda- 
tion. 


Concerning the role of commanders in personally leading and directing the 
campaign and emulation movement, the leadership over all pilot units, the 
development of a combined force and uniform strength both inside and outside 
the army and at high and low levels, and the guidelines and targets for the 
emulation movement of our people's armed forces during the 1983-85 3-year 
period, the comrade vice chairman of the Emulation Council of the Ministry 
of National Defense said: 


[Begin recording] To successfully implement the party's resolution, the 
guidelines for the emulation movement of the entire army during the 1983-85 
3-year period involve creating a deep, broad and vigorous mass movement for 
revolutionary action on a voluntary basis which can manifest the actual 
changes made in each year and in the 1983-85 3-year period. Specifically, 
in 1983, we must create a momentous change in the two key tasks and three 
significant aspects; in 1984, we must create a basic change in the entire 
army to score outstanding achievements to mark the 40th founding anniversary 
of the army; and in 1985, we must create a uniform change and advance stead- 
ily on the right track. [end recording] 
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Later, the conference heard typical reports from the B-09 Group, a unit 
operating in Kampuchea; the Tien Phong Regiment; the Z-153 Factory of the 
General Technical Department and the 5th Military Hospital in the 3d 
Military Region. The conference exultingly hailed the reports read by 

the chairman of the People's Committee of Dien Ban District, Quang Nam- 
Danang Province, and the chairman of the People's Committee of the 11th 
Precinct, Ho Chi Minh City, on the status of production and construction, the 
combination of economic development with national defense, and the preser- 
vation of political security and social order in their localities. At this 
conference, the representatives also exchanged views on the contents of the 
1983 emulation pledge in separate groups. 


On the afternoon of 22 March, in an atmosphere of enthusiasm, unity and con- 
fidence, the conference attentively heard the decision of the Council of 
State awarding the people’s armed forces’ hero title to various units and 
individuals for their combat exploits. Col Gen Le Trong Tan Then presented 
the rotating emulation banners of the Council of Ministers for 1982 to those 
units which scored outstanding achievements in the campaign to develop the 
fine character and improve the fightint strength of the people's armed 
forces. 


On this occasion, Comrade Le Quang Tuan, vice chairman of the Party Central 
Committee Emulation Department, delivered a speech expressing absolute unani- 
mity with the assessment of the Ministry of National Defense on the results 
of the implementation of the major campaign over the past 4 years. 


After witnessing the signing of the 1983 emulation pledges among various 
groups, Col Gen Le Trong Tan concluded the conference. He said: 


[Begin recording] During the 2-day conference, you, comrades, have heard 
the recapitulative report and have heard some typical units report on and 
discuss and assess the results of the 4-year implementation of the campaign 
in accordance with the guiding spirit of the standing body of the Military 
Commission of the Party Central Committee. Although it was a short period 
of time, with our honesty and militancy and correct sense of criticism and 
self-criticism, we were able to identify our strengths and weaknesses as 
well as to acquire many useful and practical experiences in organizing and 
directing the implementation of the campaign and emulation movement. 


The reports presented by those typical units have enabled the conference to 
see the vividness of the campaign and emulation movement of our people's 
armed forces and provided it with a number of practical and diversified 
experiences. We have also reached identity of views on the targets, guide- 
lines and measures for the emulation movement in 1983 and the 1983-85 
period, and demonstrated our determination to carry out all military tasks 
for 1983 satisfactorily through the signing of these emulation pledges. 


On behalf of the standing body of the Military Commission of the Party Central 
Committee and the Ministry of National Defense, I appreciate your contributions 
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to the assessment of the results of the implementation of the campaign. This 
assessment helps clarify the need to determine the tasks, targets and measures 
for the movement for revolutionary action in the years ahead. Our conference 


has achieved good results. [end recording] 


In the campaign to develop their fine character and improve their fighting 
strength over the recent past, our armed forces have recorded considerable 
progress and become stronger in numerous ways. They have also been able to 
identify their existing shortcomings and acquire many valuable experiences. 


With the spirit of striving constantly to surge forward and with careful 
leadership and organization and concrete and practical measures, in the 

years ahead, especially in the 1983-85 3-year period, our people's armed 
forces will certainly be able to create a seething, widespread and practical 
movement for revolutionary action in order to score many still greater 
achievements in combat, daily work and study activities, thereby contributing 
worthily to the defense of their socialist fatherland and the building of 


socialism. 


CSO: 4209/292 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY VIETNAM 


HISTORY OF HO CHI MINH TRAIL RECOUNTED 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 15 Feb 83 p 15 


[Article by Daniel Roussel] 


[Text] The Ho Chi Minh Trail made possible the victory by 
the Vietnamese forces in the war for independence. Famous 
but mythical, it had never been seen by anyone other than the 
Vietnamese except from high in the sky. But what was it like 
down on the ground? What was happening there? What suffer- 
ing did the men go through? How were they able to win? And 
what has become of the trail? For the first time, Vietnamese 
and Cambodian authorities have allowed reporters, L'HUMANITE, 
and a French television crew to follow by jeep the 5,200 kilo- 
meters of track left by the trail’s fighters. The reportage 
by the television crew will be seen tomorrow night on French 
Television Channel 1. 


“Destroyed.” Thousands of towns and villages, factories and bridges wiped off 
the map. A map of Indochina on which line 559, called the Truong Son Trail 

(the name of the Annamite Chain) and better known as the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 
snakes among the red spots of death. This vast communicating network--20,000 
kilometers of trails and roads--stretches from the north of Vietnam to the south, 


crossing Laos and Cambodia on the way. 


It is a spider web that was woven to supply the liberation forces of South Viet- 
nam, Laos, and Cambodia with food, weapons, and ammunition--first by foot and 
then on the backs of elephants, by bicycle, and by truck. Those strategic trans- 
portation routes were to be used by thousands of fighters, men and women, who 
spent years of their lives under a deluge of steel and fire. They formed an 
umbilical cord which for 5,920 days brought hope and the strength to win to a 
people who had adopted Ho Chi Minh's slogan: "Nothing is more precious than in- 


dependence and freedom.” 
New Tactic for Armed Struggle 


The violation by the Saigon government and the colonial power of the Geneva ac- 
cords signed on 20 July 1954 rekindled the Indochina War. But who believed it? 
Ngo Dinh Diem was governing through terror. Thousands of Communists and patriots 
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were massacred or imprisoned. On 10 May 1959, Saigon promulgated an emergency 
law to eliminate the regime's opponents. A general insurrection broke out. 
The resistance grew, and thousands of "U.S. advisers" landed in the south. At 
the height of the war, the U.S. expeditionary force was to number 550,000 men. 
The VCP Politburo then decided to take the offensive and decreed that “the 
struggle for reunification will be carried on by every means from now on." Col 
Hoang Xuan Dien, who was a fighter on the trail for over 10 years, including 

3 years as deputy chief of staff, and who accompanied us on our expedition, 
said: "That was the period in which it was becoming increasingly difficult to 
infiltrate the south, so we were forced to change tactics in order to organize 
the armed struggle.” 


In Hanoi on the morning of 19 May 1959, Gen Nguyen Van Vinh, permanent repre- 
sentative of the Military Committee of the VCP Central Committee, assigned to 
Maj Vo Bam the task of opening a north-south trail across the demarcation line 
on the 17th parallel west of the Truong Son Chain in order to expand the lib- 
erated zones in that region and set up support bases for the southern fronts. 


Secret Mission 


If it was to succeed, the mission had to remain secret. The first battalion 
was formed by 440 men from the south, who quietly started out for Vinh Linh on 
the coast north of the 17th parallel. At Khe Ho, near the Binh Hai River, the 
"bo doi” (soldiers) began their advance through the enemy lines. They marched 
by night and rested by day. In that tropical region inhabited by primitive 
tribes and wild animals, they worked their way through the jungle using the 
paths cleared by the Montagnard minorities and the trails opened up during the 
war against French colonialism. Each man carried from 3 to 4 kilograms of food, 
a light weapon, and a map. They were all barefoot and wore the black pyjamas 
worn by the Vietnamese Obaba peasants. Once the road was open, the first ship- 
ment (transported on the backs of men carrying 50 kilograms each) arrived in 
Pazin, near Aluoi, on 20 August 1959 after a 6-week march. Resistance fighters 
in Quang Tri Province took over from there. The enemy spotted the crossing 
points in 1960 and beefed up his military force along the 17th parallel. 


Bicycles Carrying 200 Kilograms 


The bo doi went through Laos. The following year, the Lao revolutionaries con- 
trolled a 50-kilometer-wide corridor that crossed Highway 9 at Sepone. A Viet- 
namese division took up a position in the region. The soldiers had to march 

for 3 days with their gear to set up positions there and then retrace their 
steps to pick up rice. Supply posed enormous problems. The farther the army 
reached into the south, the greater shortage there was of rice. Airplanes para- 
chuted food supplies west of Sepone. Units were immobilized by malaria. In 
1961, long lines of bicycles, modified and strengthened to support a weight of 
200 kilograms, were traveling back and forth on the trail as they had in the 


days of Dien Bien Phu. 


At the end of 1962, the armed insurrection turned into a war of national libera- 
tion. The Truong Son Army's mission was to maintain solid control of the east- 
ern corridor and quickly open up the western road in Laos. The first truck 
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convoys covered the 80 to 120 kilometers of the trail by night and returned to 
their starting point the next day. As a result, the drivers gained complete 
familiarity with the terrain. 


They needed unfailing courage to face the constant bombardments and commando 
attacks. At night, only a lantern hanging under the chassis lighted up the 
markers on the road. Colonel Dien said: “There are parts of the road where 
trucks can neither descend nor come back up. There are kilometers of incline 
that have to be taken in first gear." 


As the liberated zone in Laos grew, the trails moved westward. American bomb- 
ings of North Vietnam began in August 1964. The MacNamara Line was established 
to stop infiltration from the north, with fortified obstacle systems and an 
electronic barrier with sensitive sensors to detect the presence of humans. In 
March 1965, President Johnson approved the air attack plan in Laos. The "Steel 
Tiger" and "Rolling Dragon" programs were launched against the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
But traffic quadrupled, with 51 percent of the goods being carried by truck. 


The enemy nevertheless inflicted severe losses on the Vietnamese People's Army 
and frequently interrupted traffic. 


Pipeline 


The struggle against the natural elements was constant. During the rainy sea- 
son, the trucks advanced in a sea of mud. In some places, the engineers had to 
construct plank roads. The Truong Son Army then decided to reverse its way of 
doing things by building the trail for motor vehicles during the 6 months of 
monsoon, when the enemy's movements slowed down. Transportation was then orga- 


nized during the dry season. 


To increase the volume transported in the face of growing war needs, Hanoi de- 
cided to build a pipeline from the port of Haiphong to Cambodia to supply ve- 
hicles on the trail with fuel. Before that, one-third of the vehicles had had 
to be used to carry gasoline. It took 3 years of work in the forest to build 
2,000 kilometers of pipeline with pipes 5 meters long and 10 centimeters in 
diameter that were carried in on men's backs. "The pipeline was difficult to 
spot from the air because of its diameter. Thanks to a system of pumps and the 
presence o. specialized teams stationed every 5 kilometers, we were able to step 


in quickly to repair it.” 


On 28 February 1971, the United States launched Operation Lam Son 719 to cut 

off strategic Highway 9 between Khe Sanh in Vietnam and Sepone and Savannakhet 
south of the 17th parallel in Laos. Seven divisions took part. During 2 months 
of fierce fighting, 400 bombers, 800 helicopters, and all the B-52's were used. 


"It was a desperate act by the Americans, and it ended in failure," said Gen 
Dong Sy Nguyen, former deputy chief of staff of North Vietnam's People's Army 
and the man in charge of the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Faced with the abundance of 
means being used by the Americans (chemical warfare and new types of bombs), 

the People’s Army had to quickly find a way to parry each new weapon as it ap- 
peared at the risk of suffering heavy losses. Colonel Dien told us: "The AC-310 
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reconnaissatice planes appeared in the skies over Vietnam during the dry season 
in 1968. They were surprisingly effective. In 1971, they destroyed three- 
fourths of the trucks under my command in the region of lower Laos. The special 
feature of those flying laboratories was that they could detect the slightest 
movement by trucks and could direct gun and cannon fire with great accuracy. 

A disaster for us. We had to open new trails hidden in the jungle and drive 

by day, since the AC-310's only came out at night. Our obstinacy was aggravat- 
ing to the Americans. In 1972, by a fortunate combination of circumstances, 

we shot down three, and the result was strong feeling in the United States, 
since most of the victims were the sons of high officials, and those planes 
were no longer used in Vietnam after that." 


Abundance of Deadly Traps 


Collecting "mushrooms" was an everyday thing. Bo doi would simply pick up in 
their hands the minuscule antipersonnel mines that were scattered over the trail 
by the millions and then place them carefully in their helmets. 


Like myriads of spider webs, the antenna bombs then spread their threads in the 

forests. At the slightest shock, those devices would explode. An old gasoline 

drum, reinforced with bamboo and with its lid on, took the place of a shield 

for the gallant fighter who, protected by that antique suit of armor, had to use 
all his skill to strike the pole without losing his head in the process. 


In February 1975--the last turning point in the war--a 10-kilometer-long secret 
trail for tanks was laid out in 8 days in the forest on the high plateaus. To 
keep it from being spotted by aircraft, the trees had been sawed halfway, and 
the armor did the rest during the surprise attack on Ban Me Thuot. 


In Saigon on 30 April 1975, South Vietnam's Brig Gen Nguyen Hu Anh ordered his 
troops to lay down their arms. "I did not know exactly how the trail was orga- 
nized, but I was aware of its importance. Operation Lam Son 719, which we 
launched against the Ho Chi Minh Trail, taught us that it could not be cut off. 


"The war was inescapably lost. The Paris accords had already sealed the defeat 
of the Americans in Vietnam. The only thing we could have tried was a resolute 
attack on the north, but international pressure would not permit it," he told 


us in Ho Chi Minh City. 


11798 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


INDUCTION IN HA BAC--Some 15 districts and cities in Ha Bac Province have 
rapidly delivered recruits for induction in the first phase of troop re- 
cruitment in 1983. Many districts—such as Son Dong, Gia Luong and Que 
Vo--have even finished this work within 2 hours. [Text] [BK211315 Hanoi 
Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 14 Mar 83] 


NGHIA BINH TARGETS EXCEEDED--As of 12 March, Nghia Binh Province had ful- 
filled 109 percent of its troop recruitment target for the first phase of 
1983. As many as 21 of the 22 districts and towns in the provinces have 
exceeded their troop recruitment targets in this phase. [Text] [BK211315 
Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 14 Mar 83] 


QUANG NAM-DANANG INDUCTIONS REPORTED--Quang Dam-Danang Province recently 
sent off more than 4,000 youths for military service in the first phase for 
1983, fulfilling the plan norms both quantitatively and qualitatively. The 
districts of Ho Vang, Dien Ban, Que Son and Dai Loc satisfactorily carried 
out medical screening, the posting of draftees’ namelists and the distribu- 
tion of draft orders. The Military Draft Council of Danang Municipality 
sent cadres to the various wards and organs to help speed up the procedures 
concerning draft registration, medical screening and the public posting of 
draftees’ namelists. Some municipal wards also arranged for the people to 
contribute their opinions on the induction of youths so as to ensure 
equality and justice. [Text] [BK211315 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 


2300 GMT 19 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4209/292 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


"NHAN DAN' ON DEVELOPMENT OF LAO REVOLUTION 
BK241522 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 24 Fe» 83 p 3 
[Article by Thao Hien: "A New Developmental Step of the Lao Revolution"] 


[Text] Many Lao friends used to say: The long-standing Lao-Vietnamese friend- 
ship has been maintained throughout the course of national construction and 
defense. Guided by Marxism-Leninism, the two countries have become blood brothers, 
turning their friendship into a special relationship. 


The two countries, shoulder to shoulder, have conducted tueir revolution for more 
than half a century from the time they were in a common party to the present time 
when they each have their own party. 


Both nations rose up in the 1945 August revolution to win over the administration. 
Both countries were engaged in the same anti-French resistance struggle and won 
partial victory with the Geneva convention in 1954. 


The two brothers were then engaged in the anti-U.S. resistance struggle and won 
total victory in the same year, 1975, terminating 30 years of glorious 
resistance. They both upheld the revolutionary banner in their position as 
frontline outposts of socialism in Southeast Asia, 


Evidently, the special friendship is demonstrated not merely by the aforementioned 
facts and historic milestones. There must be umpteen pages of books and museums 
to describe in depth and length this special fraternity, friendship and comrade- 
ship. Sharing the same worries and feelings, every Vietnamese has a real cause 
for worrying or rejoicing every time the Lao revolution has met with difficulty 


or victory. 


Entering 1983, Hanoi received good news from Vientiane: the fraternal Laos got 
a bumper crop like that in 1981, with a per capita amount of 335 kg of rice, 
excluding subsidiary food crops. The Lao people's economy and livelihood 
continue to stabilize and develop. Their national defense and security have 
been firmly ensured and new progress has been achieved in their cultural and 


social lives. 


One must look back at the past 7 years and recall the starting point of the Lao 
revolution, since it was shifted to the stage of socialist revolution, in order 
to realize the significance of the above-mentioned good news expressed in words 


and figures which would be otherwise very normal. 


159 








All-Round and Firm Victory 


The victories won by the Lao revolution over the past 7 years, since it was 
shifted to the new stage, were concrete evidence of the LPRP's creative 
leadership. 


Following Vietnam's great 1975 spring victory, the LPRP anticipated the 
opportunity, prepared the forces and adopted very creative measures to mobilize 
the masses to take power within a very short period, giving the enemy no time 
to counteract and defeating it completely. The LPRP's Third Congress Resolution 
recapitulates: "At a time when the situation in our country was ripe for a 
general uprising, the total victories of the Vietnamese and Kampuchean peoples 
created very favorable conditions for the revolution in our country. Seizing 
this one opportunity in a thousand years, our party promptly motivated the 
people to rise up in the three areas (liberated area, base area within enemy 
control and neutral area) and use the three-front strategy (mass uprising, 
pressure of the revolutionary armed forces and mutinies among enemy troops) 

and the legal struggle to attack comprehensively, suppress and paralyze the 
U.S.-puppet forces, making them unable to resist and forcing them to disarm, 

On 5 August 1975, our people basically smashed the puppet administration in 

the major provinces and cities throughout the country..." [ellipses as 
published] 


Although having some favorable conditions when it shifted to the new stage, 

the Lao revolution was faced with countless difficulties. Since 1973, following 
the signing of the Paris and Vientiane agreements, the U.S. imperialists have 
prepared a postwar plan to sabotage the Lao revolution. While controlling the 
Pol Pot-leng Sary-Khieu Samphan clique in Kampuchea, the reactionaries among the 
Beijing ruling circles resorted to wicked plots to undermine the Lao revolution 
and the Indochinese solidarity bloc. Laos, though large, has small population. 
Its western and northern border is about 2,254 kilometers long. Although 

its economic potentials are great, Laos’ agricultural economy is still dominated 
by natural conditions and its industry and handicrafts are still small while its 
territory has been heavily destroyed by 30 years of war. Although its very 
stalwart cadres and party members have been tested in combat, their qualities 
and numbers must be increased to cope with the new tasks. 


The Lao revolution has scored important achievements in all fields over the 
past 7 years--a very short time. 


The LPRP has promptly defined its correct foreign and domestic policies. It 
has all along indicated the U.S. imperialists as the main and inveterate enemy. 
When the Beijing reactionaries began their open betrayal, it pointed to them 

as a dangerous enemy. It promptly set forth the two strategic tasks of defend- 
ing and building the socialist fatherland by resolutely carrying out the 
socialist revolution and developing the economy and culture along the path 
toward socialism. The party's correct foreign and domestic policies have been 
tested and been realized with every passing day. Particularly, before and 
during the Third Party Congress, they were unanimously approved by all the party 
members and the people. Upholding their high vigilance, the Lao people of 
various nationalities have heroically foiled many schemes and tricks of the 
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U.S. imperialists, the Beijing reactionaries and their henchman of all colors. 
"Thirty-thousand Chinese road-building troops" and thousands of "Thai Maoist” 
troops have had to withdraw from Laos. Tens of bandit hide-outs and many 
enemy commando and scout teams have been annihilated, and many plots to stage 
riots and subversive activities have been frustrated. The revolutionary armed 
forces and the security forces have achieved rapid growth in both quality and 
quantity. Unlike before, when the Lao armed forces was made up with only 
infantrymen, today it is composed of many fully-equipped and well-trained 
armed services. In addition to a regular army, Laos now has a self-defense 
militia force and a people's security force. 


The cooperativization movement has rallied 17.5 percent of the peasant popula- 
tion, 20 percent of rice-growing area and 4 percent of slash-and-burn crop land 
into agricultural cooperatives. Efforts are being made to rally peasants to 
work under various appropriate collective forms. Under the former regime, 

the country planted only one rice crop per year. Today, 627 out of 1,943 
cooperatives have been planting two rice crops per year; 427 cooperatives have 
attained an annual per-capita rice output of 400 kilos and 25 cooperatives have 
attained an annual per-capita rice output of between 700-800 kilos. Many 
intensive rice cultivation centers have been able to yield 4-6 tons of paddy 
per hectare in each crop, compared to only 1 ton earlier. 


The country now has 31 state farms and a system of stations and farms catering 
to agricultural and forestry production. It also owns an animal feed processing 
plant with an annual output of 80,000 tons, a veteranian pharmaceutical enter- 
prise capable of producing 1 million doses of vaccination per year, and 1,700 
agricultural machines of various types. 


With an annual grain yield reaching 1.1 million tons, the country has basically 
become self-sufficient in grain. 


The coffee-growing area has increased two-fold over that in the period immediately 
after the liberation. The tobacco-growing area has also been expanded. Annual 
output of coffee and tobacco over the past few years has been 5,000 tons and 

2,700 tons respectively. 


With the cattle population reaching 1.4 million, it is estimated that now there 
is an average of two head of cattle for every five persons. 


There are 177 state-owned factories with 10,000 workers throughout the country. 
Some of the important industrial products have increased: 897 million kilowatts/ 
hours of electricity, a 3.5 times increase over 1976; brick production increased 
by 15 times; agricultural implements by 1.6 times; gypsum increased to 40,000 
tons; mineral salt to 5,890 tons; coal to 600 tons; soap powder to 500 tons; 

and tobacco to 15 million bags. Laos can export electricity, timber, tin, 
gypsum and many other agricultural and forestry products. 


The above-mentioned figures are still very small as compared to the abundant 
resources of the country. 
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Illiteracy has been eliminated in 10 of 13 provinces and 8,836 of 10,682 
villages in Laos. The country now has an education system from kindergarten 
to university with nearly 600,000 general school level students, more than 
20,000 university, higher education and vocational middle school students 

in the country and 4,000 university and middle vocational school students 
abroad. 


The country's public health network is composed of 750 installations with nearly 
10,000 cadres including 1,200 medical assistants and doctors. 


The social evils left behind by the former regime have been dealt with through 
many humanitarian measures. 


The tasks of developing the party and conducting basic and advanced training of 
cadres have been given ever more attention because of the requirements of the 
new stage and the conditions in which the party rules. All the party members 
from leaders to cadres and members at grassroots level have strived to study to 
increase the level of their political and economic and social management 
knowledge, their ability to develop the party and motivate the masses and their 
prcfessional and specialized skills. Owing to the party's determination, the 
number of key leading and managerial cadres has tripled and the number of 
scientific and technical cadres has quintupled the 1976 figures. The new 
Central Committee elected by the Third Party Congress (in 1982) is composed 

of 17 members who formerly joined the Indochinese Communist Party. They constitute 
a united and unified collective of high prestige among the Lao people of all 
nationalities. 


With a correct line and appropriate policies, the LPRP has positively contributed 
to consolidating the solidarity bloc of the three Indochinese countries; closely 
associated itself with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries; developed 
its role and influence in the international arena; and won international 

sympathy and support for its cause of national defense and construction. Con- 
cerning the special Lao-Vietnamese relationship, the party Central Committee 
headed by Comrade Raysone Phomvihan always considers it a major topic of education 
for the entire party and people; and this special relationship is clearly mentioned 
in all major resolutions of party Central Committee plenums. At the Third Party 
Congress, the issue of comprehensively strengthening and developing Lao-Vietnamese 
relations, the relations between the three Indochinese countries and relations 
with the Soviet Union and the socialist community was treated as one of the 
fundamental topics. 


It is impossible to fully describe the multifaceted achievements recorded by the 
Lao revolution over the 7 years. Nevertheless, the facts and figures mentioned 
above are sufficient to show that, only a short time after entering the new period, 
the Lao revolution has matured rapidly and is now steadily advancing along the 
correct line of the LPRP, The great successes and the extremely valuable lessons 
of experience that were reviewed at the LPRP Congress as well as the correct line 
that was concretized there, serve as the bases for new successes of the Lao people 
of various nationalities in the 1980's--the initial stage of building a socialist 
Laos and consolidating its position as an outpost of the socialist system in 
Southeast Asia. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


SRV'S HA VAN LAU ON RESTORING JAPANESE AID 
OW180705 Tokyo KYODO in English 0657 GMT 18 Mar 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 18 Mar (KYODO)--Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister Ha Van Lau 
Friday expressed hope Japan will resume its aid to Vietnam, frozen since 
January 1979 when Vietnam sent troops to Kampuchea. 


He told KYODO News Service Japan can contribute to peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia by reviewing its aid decision and taking appropriate policy 
toward the three Indochinese countries. 


Lau will go to Tokyo 26 March as a foreign ministry guest to become the 
first senior Vietnamese official to do so since December 1978. 


Japan halted economic aid to Vietnam and has continued to recognize the 
government of Democratic Kampuchea. 


He said without elaborating that the problem of Vietnamese troops in 
Kampuchea will be solved based on a joint statement issued by Vietnam, 
Kampuchea and Laos after their summit in Vientiane late in February. 


Lau, 65, said while in Japea he wants to understand Japan which has made 


great progress in economy and scientific technology and the Japanese who 
love peace. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


SOURCES CITED ON DEBT RESCHEDULING ACCORD 
BK221026 Hong Kong AFP in English 0906 GMT 22 Mar 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 22 Mar (AFP)--French External Relations Minister Claude 
Cheysson is due here tomorrow for an official two-day visit, the first by 
a French chief diplomat since 1978. 


France is the only European country to maintain governmental aid to Vietnam 
since Vietnamese troops rolled into Phnom Penh and helped topple the Khmer 
Rouge government in 1979. 


The Vietnamese privately hope that Mr Cheysson will announce during his visit 
a bilateral agreement on the rescheduling of Vietnam's debts. 


Belgium signed a similar accord which however covered only non-governmental 
bank credits last December, Vietnamese sources said. 


In early 1981, France granted Vietnam 200 million francs (30 million dollars) 
in aid. The protocol for this credit was signed in December. Payment of 
the credit has since been put off pending a decision by Vietnam's creditors 
on a rescheduling of Hanoi's debts. 


In April 1977, France and Vietnam signed a cultural, scientific and technical 
cooperation agreement which provides for bilateral exchanges each year. Hanoi 
has meanwhile received French financial aid under four protocols signed since 


1975. 


French aid to Vietnam totaled 1.7 billion francs (about 300 million dollars) 
between 1973 and 1980, a French source said. French cooperation, frozen 
between 1979 and 1980 because of the Cambodian crisis and human rights ques- 
t-ons, resumed at the end of 1980. 


Paris has called for the withdrawal of the estimated 150,000-130,000 Vietnamese 
troops from Cambodia but has not made the withdrawal a precondition in its 
dealings with Hanoi. France has abstained during United Nations votes on the 
issue of Cambodian representation. 


Mr Cheysson's visit will be the third by a French minister since Francois 
Mitterrand became president in May 1981. Jean Pierre Chevenement, minister 
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of state for research and industry, came last April, and Health Minister Jack 
Ralite visited in early February. 


The last French foreign minister to visit Hanoi was Louis de Guiringaud in 
September 1978. 


Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach already met Mr Cheysson during 
an official visit to France last April and again last September during a 
stop in Paris. 


Mr Cheysson is to leave Hanoi on Thursday for Bangkok to participate in a 
meeting of foreign ministers of the European Economic Community and the As- 
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Tomorrow, foreign ministers 
of the ASEAN five--Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand--are to look into prospects for a dialogue with communist-ruled 
Vietnam and Laos. 


The French minister's visit coincides with a number of recent significant 
developments on the regional scene, including the Sino-Soviet normalization 
talks in Moscow, the nonaligned summit in New Delhi, the Indochinese summit 
in Laos and the arrival in power of a labour government in Australia. 


The Australian Labour Party has said it favors resumption of aid to Hanoi. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


SRV DELEGATE ADDRESSES SOCIALIST WRITERS 
OW161838 Hanoi VNA in English 1527 GMT 16 Mar 83 
[All quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Hanoi, 15 Mar (VNA)--In the eight years since the complete liberation 
of the country, Vietnamese writers have actively engaged in the difficult 

and complicated struggle to defeat the schemes and aggressive acts of the 
enemy from outside and to build a socialist economy and culture. 


Nguyen Ngoc, deputy secretary general of the Vietnam Writers’ Association, 
said that in his speech at the 19th Conference of the leaders of the writers’ 
associations of socialist countries which has just closed its work here. 


He said: 


"In our country, the period of nearly eight years that has just elapsed is a 
continuous, indivisible episode because it bears the common distinctive ele- 
ments which have pervaded all fields of social life, and naturally have left 
their marks on the development of literature and the work of each writer. 
Those years, as Secretary General Le Duan, of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
pointed out at the Fifth Congress of the party in early 1982, were "stirring, 
eventful and complex years in the unceasing march forward of the Vietnamese 


revolution." 
Nguyen Ngoc continued: 


"Thirty years of war destruction and nearly 20 years of U.S. neo-colonialism 
in the south have left heavy consequences, not only for the material bases 
and the economy but also for the moral and cultural life.... 


"At present, acting in concert with the U.S. imperialists and the reaction- 
ary forces in the region, the Beijing authorities are intensively appiying 

a policy of military threat, combined with economic blockade and cultural 
and ideological sabotage, espionage and political disruption. They also 

try to sow discord between the three Indochinese countries and cause con- 
flict between the three Indochinese and Southeast Asia countries in an at- 
tempt to weaken and prevent socialist construction in Vietnam and the three 
Indochinese countries as a whole.... 
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"The strategic task of building socialism is posing a series of urgent and 
complicated problems which demand correct solutions if we are to go forward 
steadily and quickly.... In this matter, bitter struggle is taking place 
between the two paths, capitalist and socialist, and a complicated and deli- 
cate struggle is taking place between the new and the old. All that has 
touched upon every cell of society and the life of each member. 


We may say that our literature in recent years has evolved in a social and 
historical context full of those profound changes." 


Nguyen Ngoc went on: 


"Even in our literary works dealing with economic reconstruction, you can 
see that the shadow of the enemy lurking behind day and night, the worries 
and difficulties in the great and complicated work of building a new, social- 
ist life in the country cannot be separated from the anxieties and calcula- 
tions to cope with the enemies from outside who are striving to infiltrate 
into our rank to arouse the backward elements having nothing in common with 
socialism. The old and the new, right and wrong, true and false...are locked 
in a daily struggle, and they are not easy to differentiate. Vietnamese 
writers have not shirked these fierce and complicated antagonisms. 


"It is actually because of these new and difficult tasks that are facing our 
literature that we writers, and also our readers, have paid more and more 
attention to learning from the valuable experiences of other socialist lit- 
eratures." 


Nguyen Ngoc informed the conference that the 3rd Congress of the Vietnam 
Writers Association will be held this year. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


"NHAN DAN' ON ZHAO CRITICISM OF AUSTRALIAN POLICY 
OW190755 Hanoi VNA in English 0711 CMT 19 Mar 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 19 Mar (VNA)--Once again, the Beijing authorities have be- 
haved ostentiously as the worst proponent of expansionism and hegemonisn, 
says NHAN DAN in a commentary today on Chinese Prime Minister Zhao Ziyang's 
criticism of the new Australian government's policy toward Vietnan. 


Zhao had said that in his visit to Australia this April he would raise this 
question with Prime Minister Bob Hawke and reaffirmed China's policy of con- 
demning all foreign aid to Vietnam, NHAN DAN notes. 


The paper continues: "So, the Chinese authorities openly want its policy of 
hostility toward Vietnam to become a compass for the foreign policies of all 
countries in Asia, the Pacific, and the rest of the world. Beijing has 
frowned upon France and some northern European countries giving aid to 
Vietnam, Beijing's rude criticism of Australia proves that it is stubbornly 
continuing its policy of sabotage in many respects against Vietnam, in which 
economic pressure to weaken this country is one of the main levers. 
[sentence as received] 


Beijing should have drawn a useful lesson from its past failures in colluding 
with the United States and other reactionary forces in the attempt to impose 
its reactionary pclicies on other countries, in particular its recent failure 
to seat the Pol Pot clique in the non-aligned movement through virulent 
calumnies against Vietnan. 


"By its policy of confrontation with Vietnam," the paper stresses, "the re- 
actionary forces in the Beijing leadership have exposed themselves as 
saboteurs of stability, peace and security and the dangerous enemy of the 
independence of the nations in Asia and the Pacific and across the world." 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


"NHAN DAN’ DEMANDS RELEASE OF TUDEH PARTY MEMBERS 
0W211237 Hanoi VNA in English 0803 GMT 21 Mar 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 20 Mar (VNA)--NHAN DAN today demands the immediate release of 
First Secretary Nureddin Kianuri and other members of the Tudeh Party of Iran 
still detained by the authorities. 


The paper says: "For decades of activity, the Tudeh Party has been playing 
@ momentous role in the struggle for national independence, democracy and 
social progress in Iran. Together with the other patriotic, democratic and 
progressive forces, the party has taken an active part in the revolution to 
overthrow the rotten Pahlavi Monarchy and smash the February 1979 counter- 
attack by the U.S.-led reactionary gangs. Among the party members still de- 
tained by the Iranian authorities quite a few have been persecuted for 25 
years in Iran's royal prisons. A clear fact is that over the past period, 
the Tudeh Party has voiced support for positive points in the new adminis- 
tration's policy.” 


The paper notes that the campaign of persecution is taking place “at a time 
when Iran is meeting with great difficulties in all fields. The ultra- 
rightist reactionaries in the country, supported by the imperialist forces, 
are feverishly carrying out sabotage activities." 


"Attacking the Tudeh Party,” the paper points out, “means attacking the most 
progressive force which is struggling most valiantly to defend the interests 
of the working people, defend the interests of the Iranian nation as a 
whole.” 


Progressive public opinion in the world demands the immediate release of 
Nureddin Kianuri and other Tudeh Party members still illegally detained 
and persecuted,” NHAN DAN urges in conclusion. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


SRV "NHAN DAN’ RAPS U.S. ‘INTERVENTION’ IN NICARAGUA 
0W240721 Hanoi VNA in English 0708 GMT 24 Mar 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 24 Mar (VNA)--NHAN DAN today demands that the Reagan adminis- 
tration put an immediate end to its intervention and aggression against 
Nicaragua. 


The paper describes ashington's recent dispatch of more than 1,000 reaction- 
ary troops, most of them Somoza remnants, to attack Nicaragua as a new ser- 
ious escalation in its criminal plan against the Nicaraguan peoples since 
their victory in July 1979. 


"Obviously," the paper points out, "this move reveals the U.S. imperialists’ 
aggressive and warmongering nature against an independent and sovereign 
country, and against international law ana practice. This new attack is 
part of a new adventurous plan against the Nicaraguan revolution, including 
an attempt to cause a direct conflict between Honduras and Nicaragua as a 
pretext for U.S. intervention. This poses a challenge to the Latin American 
people, to the nonaligned movement, and to the whole progressive mankind.” 


The paper reiterates the Vietnamese people's solidarity with and full sup- 
port for the fraternal Nicaraguan people's struggle. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BRIEFS 


BANGLADESH ENVOY PRESENTS CREDENTIALS-—-Hanoi, 21 Mar (VNA)--Mohammad Keramat 
Ali, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the People's Republic of 
Bangladesh, today presented his credentials to Vice President of the Council 
of State Nguyen Huu Tho. The vice president had a cordial talk with the 
Bengali ambassador. Foreign .inister Nguyen Co Thach was present on the 
occasion. [Text] [OW210803 Hano’ VNA in English 0720 GMT 21 Mar 83] 


PORTUGUESE PRESIDENT RECEIVES SRV ENVOY--Hanoi, 19 Mar (VNA)--Phan Thi Minh, 
Vietnamese ambassadress to the Republic of Portugal, presented her credentials 
to President Antonio Ramalho Eanes on 19 March. The Vietnamese diplomat in- 
formed President A. B. Eanes of the situation in Vietnam and Southeast Asia. 
Earlier in the day, on behalf of the minister for foreigu affairs the 
Portuguese secretary of state received the Vietnamese ambassadress. [Text] 
{[0W191754 Hanoi VNA in English 1522 GMT 19 Mar 83] 


MONGOLIAN AMBASSADOR HOSTS RECEPTION—-Hanoi, 17 Mar (VNA)--Mongolian Ambassa- 
dor to Vietnam Rabdangiyn Gunsen hosted a reception here this afternoon in 
celebration of the 62nd anniversary of the Mongolian People's Army (18 March). 
Present on the occasion were Lieutenant-General Tran Van Quang, vice minister 
of national defence; Hoang Anh Tuan, vice minister for foreign affairs; 
Nugyen Quang Xa, president of the Vietnam-Mongolia Friendship Association; 
and other officials. In their toasts, Ambassador Rabdangiyn Gunsen, 
Lieutenant General Tran Van Quang, and others wished for greater achieve- 
ments to the Mongolian and Vietnamese peoples and their armies in the social- 
ist construction and national defence, and for further development of the 
militant solidarity, close friendship and all-round cooperation between the 
two countries. A meeting has been held at the Military Medical Institute 
on this occasion. Ambassador Rabdangiyn Gunsen and other officials of the 
Mongolian Embassy here attended. [Text] [0W171826 Hanoi VNA in English 

1527 GMT 17 Mar 83] 


CBW SAMPLES CALLED 'FAKES'--According to AFP, Australian Foreign Ministe. 
William Hayden said that all the samples brought to Australia for study to 
support charges against the Soviet Union and Vietnam on the use of toxic 
chemicals in Laos, Kampuchea and Afghanistan are fakes. The newly-appointed 
foreign minister was quoted as saying that the samples taken from northern 
Thailand contained absolutely no toxic chemicals. Some yellow traces, he 
added, had been spread artificially on the samples. On 6 March the 
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BRITISH OBSERVER reported that, according to Australian and British scien- 
tists, the samples said to be contaminated by yellow toxic chemicals in Laos, 
Kampuchea and Afghanistan contained no dangerous substances. [Text] 
{BK181330 Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 18 Mar 83] 


SOCIALIST EMULATION CONTRACT SIGNED--Hanoi, 16 Mar (VNA)--A contract on 
socialist emulation was signed in Danang, central Vietnam, yesterday between 
the directorate of Danang Port and representatives of the Soviet merchant 
marine and of Laos. The aim of the contract is to ensure the loading, un- 
loading and transportation of Lao goods on schedule. The signing ceremony 
was witnessed by Dong Sy Nguyen, alternate member of the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam, vice chairman of 
the Council of Ministers, and minister of communications and transport; 
Hoang Minh Thang, secretary of the Provincial Party Committee of Quang Nam-da 
Nang; Le Dao, vice chairman of the Provincial People's Committee; and Soviet 
and Lao representatives. On this occasion, representatives of the Soviet 
merchant marine and of Laos presented certificates of merit and gifts to 
outstanding units and individuals at Danang Port. [Text] [0W161824 Hanoi 
VNA in English 1559 GMT 16 Mar 83] 


SOCIALISTS PURSUE ECONOMIC COOPERATION--Hanoi, 16 Mar (VNA)--Sixty-two oil 
experts from the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic have arrived in Vietnam 
to help in the exploration and exploitation of petroleum on Vietnam's con- 
tinental shelf. The Soviet Union is also helping Vietnam in training experts 
in oil exploration. Vietnam and Hungary are cooperating in the production of 
some lines of consumer goods. Under an agreement signed in Haiphong, in 

1982 Vietnam exported 1.3 million shirts to Hungary, up by 30 percent compared 
with the previous year. The shirts were made in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City 
following eleven patterns ordered by Hungary. [Text] [0W161830 Hanoi VNA in 
English 1547 GMT 16 Mar 83] 


TRADE COOPERATION WITH HUNGARY-——Many enterprises in Hungary and Vietnam have 
expanded the scope of their cooperation aimed at stepping up the production 
of consumer goods to meet the demands by the peoples of the two countries. 
Under an agreement signed in Haiphon City, since 1982 Vietnam has begun to. 
produce work uniforms ordered by various enterprises in Hungary. In 1982 
alone, Vietnam exported 1.3 million shirts to Hungary, an increase of 30 
percent over the previous year. [Text] [BK211315 Hanoi Domestic Service 

in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 16 Mar 83] 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


PHAM HUNG ADDRESSES HAIPHONG PARTY CONFERENCE 
BK171314 Hano! NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Feb 83 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Recently, the Haiphong Municipal Party Committee held a conference of 
delegates of all party committee echelons, administrative echelons, mass organi- 
zations, and public security, military, and propaganda and training agencies 

of the municipality to review the implementation of Directive No 92 of the 

[party Central Committee] secretariat on the campaign to build an upright, strong 
and stable people's public security forces, step up the mass movement to maintain 
national security, and carry out the struggle to smash the multifaceted war of 
sabotage of the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, who are in collusion with 
the U.S. imperialists. Comrade Pham Hung, member of the party Central Committee 
Political Bureau, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers and minister of the 
interior, attended the conference. 


Seriously implementing the secretariat's directive, the mun’ cipal party committee 
assessed the local situation and issued concrete resolutions and directives to 
mobilize the entire party organization and all the armed forces and people of the 
municipality to step up the mass movement to maintain national security, build 
upright, strong and stable people's public security forces, and strengthen the 
maintenance of political security and public order in the locality. The municipal 
party committee and all party committee echelons have led the organization of 
education for cadres, party members and the people so that they could heighten 
vigilance and clearly recognize that their dangerous and direct enemies are the 
Chinese expansionists and hegemonists who, in collusion with the U.S. imperialists 
and other international reactionaries, are feverishly sabotaging our country's 
revolution. The municipal party committee and all party committee echelons have 
launched a movement to step up production in conjunction with protecting produc- 
tion in agencies, enterprises, cooperatives, at the ports, and so forth. They 
have initiated a mass movement to build a new lifestyle and a new type of man in 
conjunction with the struggle against speculators, smugglers, hoodlums and 
robbers; with the suppression of all kinds of reactionary and decadent culture 

and other social evils; and with the organization of patrols and the maintenance 
of public order in the streets, haalets and villages. 


[he municipal party committee and all party committee echelons have mobilized 
the forces of various sections, sectors and mass organizations and used the 
public security and armed forces as the activists in their concentrated efforts 
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to deal with negative practices, consolidate the basic party, administrative 
and mass organizations, launch a mass movements for stepped up production, 
attend to the people's livelihood, punish professional hoodlums and suppress 
other criminals in key areas. Public security and order in these areas have 
improved and the people have enthusiastically and actively participated in the 
maintenance of public order and security. 


The municipal party committee has closely led and regularly controlled the build- 
ing of the municipal public security forces. 


It has paid attention to guiding the strengthening of party work within the public 
security forces and attached importance to political and ideological education, 
thereby enabling public security cadres and combatants to understand more 
profoundly the party's line, positions and views, clearly see the enemy's utterly 
insidious and cunning nature, heighten vigilance, uphold responsibility to the 
party and people, and, at the same time, cultivate their will for revolutionary 
offensive and an earnest attitude in work and combat. 


Under the municipal party committee's leadership, the municipal people's public 
security forces have closely followed the implementation of the locality's 
political tasks and served as a prop for the building and promotion of the mass 
movement for the maintenance of national security. They have also used actual 
effects as a yardstick to evaluate the results of the building of the public 
security forces. The municipal public security forces have periodically reviewed 
their work and promptly commended and rewarded achievements and rectified devia- 
tions. Thanks to this, the effectiveness and quality of the municipal public 
security forces' operations have been further enhanced and markedly improved in 
the campaign to build the public security forces’ strength. 


After more than 2 years of implementing Directive No 92 of the party Central 
Committee secretariat, the mass movement to maintain national security in 
Haiphong has undergone drastic changes. In many units and localities, a mass 
movement has really been launched. The number .f progressive units has 
constantly increased and these units have continuously developed their effective- 
ness. The municipal public security forces’ quality and working and fighting 
capabilities have further improved. Many models of devotion and integrity and - 
many courageous and resourceful acts in fighting against the enemy have been 
reported and have won the praise of the party, the administration and the 

people. Generally speaking, political security and public order and safety 


have been ensured. 


Comrade Pham Hung warmly welcomed the great achievements of the party organiza- 
tion, armed forces and people of Haiphong, who have successfully implemented the 
1982 state plan and have made fresh progress in building upright, strong and 
table public security forces and in stepping up the mass movement to maintain 
national security in the municipality. Comrade Pham Hung said: [In the iight 


of the line of the Fifth Party Congress and und>: e correct leadership of the 
party Central Committee, the party organization. «rved forces and people of 
Haiphong have brought into play the revolutiona ghting spirit of the working 
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class, boldly applied new economic policies and measures, and relied on their 

own means to overcome difficulties, maintain their industrial strength, step up 
capital construction and promote imports and exports. They have concentrated 

on the key task of stepping up agricultural production and achieved great success 
in promoting production, developing culture, ensuring the people's livelihood, 
consolidating national defense and security, strengthening the district and basic 
levels, and stepping up mass motivation and party building work. Highly 
promising prospects and firm conditions have thus been created for achieving 
even greater success in subsequent years. Based on the present situation and 

on the municipality's realistic prospects, the municipal party organization's 
Eighth Congress has set forth the general socioeconomic objectives for the 

1980's and the guidelines and tasks of the party organization from now until 
1985. The congress has determined that grain and foodstuff production is a 
pressing and decisive task; that export, import, tourism and services are pivotal 
and initial capital-creating tasks; and that industrial production and exploiting 
the latent potential of the Haiphong port and marine economy are basic and long 
term tasks. The party organization's resolution has also set forth the tasks 

of firmly maintaining political security, ensuring public order and safety, 
strengthening the socialist legal system, repelling and doing away with the 
negative practices in socioeconomic activities, and resolutely defeating the 
multifaceted war of sabotage of the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, who 
are in collusion with the U.S. imperialists and other international reactionaries. 


Comrade Pham Hung welcomed the revolutionary resolve and scientific and practical 
attitude of the Haiphong party organization, which has set forth comprehensive, 
positive, revolutionary and sound socioeconomic objectives for 1983 and for the 
subsequent years until 1985. Comrade Pham Hung said: The leadership and guidance 
of the party committee echelons from the municipal party committee down to the 
chapter committees and the organization of implementation of all administrative 
echelons as well as the coordination of all sectors down to the basic wnits, 
especially the promotion of the working people's collective mastery, wiil decide 
the successful achievement of the set objectives. Comrade Pham Hung expressed 
his confidence that the party organization, armed forces and people of Haiphong 
will certainly overfulfill these objectives. 


Concerning the implementation of Directive No 92 of the party Central Committee 
Secretariat, Comrade Pham Hung warmly commended the municipality's serious and 
continual efforts and fresh progress in the campaign to build upright, strong 

and stable public security forces and in stepping up the mass movement to maintain 


national security. He especially praised the progressive models emerging in the 
mass movement to maintain national security in various agencies, enterprises 

and cooperatives in all urban centers and throughout the countryside. He 
expressed his wishes that the party organization, armed forc ~ and people in 
Haiphong will widely and steadily multiply these progressive models in all fields 
of activity. He reminded the Haiphong Municipal Public Security Forces to bring 
into play the achievements already recorded, promptly overcome their short- 
comings and weaknesses, formulate plans for the achievement of future objectives 
and resolutely build upright units and individuals. Onlv by being upright can 
the public security forces become a strong, stable and reliable instrument of 
the party, a sharp tool of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the beloved 


sons of the people. 








Speaking about the present situation in our country and the scheme and acts 

of the Chinese expansionists and hegemonists, who are colluding with the 

U.S. imperialists and other international reactionaries to wage a multifaceted 
war of sabotage against our country, Comrade Pham Hung stressed the Haiphong 
Municipality's specially important position vis-a-vis the entire country and 
reminded the party organization, armed forces and people of Haiphong always to 
remain vigilant in the face of "the Chinese expansionists, the direct and 
dangerous enemy of our people; and the U.S. imperialists, the basic enemy 

of our people and the world people. The collusion between the Chinese 
expansionists and hegemonists and the U.S. imperialists is threatening national 
independence, peace and stability in Indochina, Southeast Asia and the rest 

of the world." Deeply imbued with the two strategic tasks set forth by the 
Fifth Party Congress and thoroughly understanding the resolution of the party 
Central Committee's Third Plenum, we must make an all-out effort to strengthen 
national economy, defense and security, to defeat the enemy's multifaceted war 
of sabotage and to frustrate his scheme of starting a large-scale war of 
aggression, if he is reckless enough to do so. 


Comrade Pham Hung expressed his belief that, with the tradition of a "loyal, 
valiant and determined-to-win port city," with their material and spiritual 
strength and their revolutionary movement and heroic spirit, the party organiza- 
tion, armed forces and people of Haiphong, who have gained much experience in 
leadership and guidance, will certainly be able to surmount all difficulties and 
achieve outstanding success in 1983 and in the subsequent years until 1985, thus 
bringing about even more comprehensive and more drastic changes during the 1980's. 


On the occasion of the lunar new year, Comrade Pham Hung wished the party committee, 
the people's committee, the cadres and party members at all levels and in all 
sectors, and all the people of Haiphong a new year full of new vitality, new 
victories and family happiness. 


In his visit and address to the Haiphong public security cadres and combatants, 
Comrade Pham Hung welcomed their past efforts and progress in building an upright, 
strong and stable people's public security force that has made positive contribu- 
tions to the municpality's revolutionary movement, helped in building up and 
developing the mass movement to maintain national security and in improving 

the maintenance of political security and public order. 


He strongly urged the Haiphong public security cadres and combatants to develop 
their past achievements, promptly remedy their shortcomings and weaknesses, and 
thorougily study and carry out their daily activities in accordance with the six 
teachings by the venerated and beloved Uncle Ho. He wishes them a new year 

with many new achievements on the front to maintain politica’ security and public 
order and security as set forth by the Interior Ministry in order to actively 
contribute to helping Haiphong Municipality successfully carry out the 1983 


’ 
state paan. 


when he visited the Dang Hai cooperative, the comrade secretary of the cooperative 
party committee warmly received him and reported to him about the situation 
‘oncerning production, social order and the living conditions of cooperative 
members. The cooperative's cropland is very small (only 280 square meters per 
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capita) but, thanks to the close leadership of the municipal and district 

party committees, the cooperative members have joined together to enthusiastically 
develop production with their diligent labor along the line of practicing intensive 
cultivation and applying technical innovations to increase crop yields. The 
cooperative has practiced crop rotation, growing four to five crops a year, 
thereby constantly increasing its paddy and subsidiary food crop outputs; and 
successfully developed livestock breeding. In addition to this, all the remaining 
lands of the cooperative and its members have been fully used for planting 
various types of flowers to meet the demand of the municipality and for export. 
Thanks to this, from a grain shortage, the cooperative has over the past few 
years advanced to having a surplus supply and sold to the state hundreds of tons 
of paddy and thousands of tons of vegetables and beans every year. Cooperative 
members’ living conditions have improved and many new houses with tiled roofs 

have been built. Nevertheless, the cooperative always promotes the sense of 
thrift in order to strengthen itself and build the socialist fatherland. 
Cooperative members have regularly made savings deposits. By the end of 1982, 

the total balance of savings deposited by the cooperative members had reached 

2.5 million dong, topping the movement for savings deposits throughout the 
country. The cooperative and its members have jointly made contributions to 
building a nursery, a kindergarten, a school, a dispensary, * meeting hall and 
other projects in order to improve the cultural life in the countryside. 


Concerning social order, not a case of theft has been reported for many years 

in the cooperative thanks to its members’ efforts to constantly uphold vigilance 
and organize patrol and guard duties to protect the properties of themselves as 
well as of the cooperative. The cooperative members feel very safe. The 
cooperative has tormulated its plans for production and improving living condi- 
tions for 1983, and has set forth the targets to be achieved by 1984 and 1985 in 
a spirit of actively striving for even greater achievements. Comrade Pham Hung 
welcomed the all-round progress of the cooperative and warmly commended the party 
committee echelon, the management committee and all the members of Dang Hai 
Cooperative for having developed self-reliance, knowing how to calculate and 

do their business creatively, uniting their minds and efforts in the struggle 

to develop the cooperative, They have developed production, settled their 
livelihood, developed the rural area from a small piece of land and contributed 
to building a beaucaful and prosperous country. 


This is a comprehensively typical model of an .gricultural cooperative with out- 
standing achievements in several fields. This proves that, if we have the party 
lines and leadership of the party committee echelons and know how to promote the 
creativity of primary installations and the laboring people's collective mastery, 
iitficult ctireumstances--find the correct guidelines to 


we Can aiwavs--even in < 


organize labor; develop production; increase productivity, production volume and 
producers’ income; and, at the same time, protect all asnects of production well 
ind assure political security and social order. Exchanging views on the coopera- 
tive’s advance in a rdial atmosphere, Comrade Pham Hune advised Dang Hai Coopere- 
tive members to study tne development of ornamental plant growing which requires 
little land but is of high economic value in order to increase the income for the 
ooperative. He wisled that, in the year of Ouy Hot 198%3, tse party organization 
ind members of Dang Hai ooperative enioyv plenty of good health and score new 
achievements in securing even more and greater successes for the cooperative, and 
that Haiphong will have many more outstanding cooperatives 1]: ke Dang Hai. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


THUAN HAI HOLDS PARTY ORGANIZATION CONGRESS 
OW211121 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 17 Mar 83 
[Station correspondent Mai Le Cuong's report] 


[Summary] The second round of the Third Congress of the Thuan Hai Provin- 
cial Party Organization was held recent], 0 review the implementation of the 
Second Provincial Party Organization Congress, assess the general situation 
in the province over the past 7 years and lay down guidelines and tasks 

aimed at solving the food problem and developing the potential of the pro- 
vince. 


"The congress was elated over, and proud of, the achievements recorded by 
Thuan Hai Province, particularly in the past 3 years. One of the former 
Zone 5 provinces seriously affected by a food shortage, Thuan Hai can now 
solve its food problem and has fulfilled part of its grain obligation to the 


State. 


"From 1977 to 1982, its total grain output increased from 211,000 to 

246,000 tons and its average paddy yield from 19.4 to 26.8 quintals per 
hectare. Some 70 cooperatives have achieved a yearly paddy yield of 8-4 
tons per hectare. Some 16,000 hectares of wasteland have been reclaimed. 
More than 100,000 people, including 20,000 mountaineers, have been resettlea 
in new economic zones. 


"Forestry, fishery, industry, small industries and handicrafts have also 
scored achievements and progress. Despite difficulties and the economic im- 
balance in many aspects, Thuan Hai has exerted great efforts in boosting 
fishery. Over the past 7 years, it has netted 411,300 tons of marine products 
and produced more than 100 million liters of fish sauce, taking the lead in 
delivering the largest quantity of fish sauce to the state. 


"One of its most outstanding achievements is its basic completion of the 
socialist transformation in agriculture. The province is now striving to 
achieve this transformation in other branches. In agriculture, Thuan Hai 

has collectivized more than 78 percent of its land area, 82 percent of its 
local manpower and has set up 6 state farms. [In fishery, Thuan Hai has 
collectivized nearly 50 percent of its fishing boats, 67 percent of its 
horsepower and 65 percent of its fishing labor. Some 51 percent of its small 
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“industries and handicrafts have been collectivized. Many advanced models 
have appeared in agricultural production, as well as in fishery. 


"Other activities have been stepped up. The local people's living condi- 
tions have improved. Political security and social order and safety have 
been basically maintained. National defense work has been intensified." 


However, the congress noted that the province's potential and capabilities 
have not been fully developed, the task of building the party and consoli- 
dating the administrative and mass organizations has been somewhat neglected 
and has shown many shortcomings and weaknesses, and the party members have 
not yet acquired a profound awareness of the struggle between the socialist 
and capitalist roads. 


"As pointed out by Comrade Vo Chi Cong at the congress, Thuan Hai, like 

other former Zone 5 provinces, must, after basically solving the food prob- 
lem, shift to vigorously developing the cultivation of industrial crops in 
order to create a source of local materials for the production of consumer 
and export goods, because the current important task is not to turn out goods 
solely for its own consumption. 


The participants in the congress unanimously agreed on the guidelines, ob- 
jectives and economic and social norms set for the 1980's and subsequent 
years, and they put forth specific measures to achieve them. 


From now until 1985, Thuan Hai will strive to attain the target of 320,000 
tons of grain, expand the cultivated area of subsidiary crops, develop the 
cultivation of industrial crops and livestock breeding, plant as many as 
4,000 hectares of cotton, bring the tobacc area from 5,000 to 7,000 
hectares and build some 30,000 hectares of cashew plantations. The pro- 
vince will also strive to attain these targets in livestock breeding by 
1985; 26,000 buffaloes, 12,000 oxen and cows and 145,000 hogs. 


The congress laid down measures to develop the province's potential in 
forestry, fishery and industry. It stressed the need to properly protect 
forests and grow new 0. es in coastal and mountainous areas and in the plains, 
boost production of consumer goods and the processing of subsidiary food 
crops, and develop small industries and handicrafts. 


The congress gave priority to the exploitation of special products for ex- 
port, the consolidation and development of the state-owned fishing force, 
the building of fishing boats, the reorganization of the purchase and col- 
lection of fish and fish sauce and the culture of marine products, and also 
paid attention to bee raising for export purposes. 


Regarding distribution and circulation, the congress stressed the need to 
overcome disturbances caused by loose management, lack of discipline and 
failure to strictly comply with the state laws in order to boost production, 
serve the people's life and increase exports. 


"The third congress of the Thuan Hai Provincial Party Organization expressed a 
strong determination to steadily solve the food problem and to rapidly exploit 
and develop the province's potential in order to make it even more prosperous.’ 


CSO: 4209/292 














PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


"NHAN DAN’ CITED ON CC DIRECTIVE FOR TRADE UNIONS 
BK170858 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 16 Mar 83 
[From the review of NHAN DAN for 17 March] 


[Text] NHAN DAN today frontpages the VCP Central Committee Secretariat's 
directive on convening the Fifth Vietnam Trade Union Congress. 


The directive says: In preparing and organizing congress of various trade 
unions echelons, it is necessary to make sure that the following tasks will 
be satisfactorily carried out: Review the implementation of the Fourth 
Vietnam Trade Unions Congress resolution; evaluate role and effect of 
trade unions in developing the workers and civil servants’ right to col- 
lective mastery and in carrying out the three revolutions and tasks con- 
cerning national construction and defense; set forth orientations, tasks 
and activities of trade unions to implement resolutions of the Fifth VCP 
Congress and of the Party Central Committee; and create a seething revolu- 
tionary movement among workers and civil servants in the fronts of produc- 
tion, practicing thrift, distribution and circulation, increasing labor 
productivity and economic effectiveness, improving the people's life and 
struggling against negativism and the enemy's sabotage activities. 


CSO: 4209/292 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AWARDS 15 VPA UNITS 
BK201713 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 20 Mar 83 


[Text] On 15 March the Council of Ministers issued a decision awarding the 
1982 Emulation Traveling Banner to 15 VPC units which have scored outstand- 
ing achievements in the campaign to develop the fine character and increase 
the fighting strength of the people's armei forces in 1982. The units are: 


The Air Defense Force 

The lst Military Region 

The 3d Military Region 

The 7th Military Region 

The B79 Group 

General Staff 

The Huong Giang Military Corps 
The B-24 Group 

The Artillery Service 

The Infantry Institute 


—— 
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ll The politicomilitary Officer Candidate School 

12. The Z153 Factory of the General Technical Department 

13. The 22d Enterprise of the General Rear Service Department 

14. The 108th Military Hospital of the General Rear Service Department 
15. The M46 Naval Group 


CSO: 4209/292 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


VCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE GREETS LPRP ANNIVERSARY 
BK250720 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0000 GMT 25 Mar 83 


[21 March congratulatory message from VCP Central Committee to LPRP Central 
Committee on occasion of 28th founding anniversary of LPRP] 


[Text] On the occasion of the 28th founding anniversary of the LPRP, on 
behalf of the VCP and the Vietnamese laboring class and people, we would 
like to extend our fraternal best wishes to the LPRP Central Committee, mem- 
bers of the LPRP, and the heroic Lao working class and people of all tribes. 


Over the past 28 years, under the correct leadership of the LPRP headed by 
Comrade General Secretary Kaysone Phomvihan, respected and beloved leader of 
the Lao people and close friend of the Vietnamese people, the Lao people of 
all tribes have closely united to wage an arduous struggle, surmounting all 
difficulties and trials and scoring a victory of great historic significance 
by fulfilling the national-democratic revolution and taking Laos into a new 
era, the era of independence, freedom and socialism. 


Over the years, together with the Vietnamese and Kampuchean people, the Lao 
people of all tribes have waged an undaunted and heroic struggle to defeat 
the sinister and cruel schemes and acts of the Chinese big-nation expan- 
sionists and hegemonists, in collusion with the U.S. imperialists and other 
reactionary forces, thus firmly defending the fruits of their revolution, 
consolidating the revolutionary power at all levels, strengthening the unity 
among all the masses, restoring and developing production, transforming and 
building the economy and culture, and stabilizing and gradually iuproving 
the people’s living conditions. 


Steadfastly adhereing to Marxism-Leninism, the third congress of the LPRP has 
adopted a correct and creative line and policy, as well as resolutions, with 
a view to vigorously stimulating national defense and national construction 
work. The LPRP has never ceased raising its prestige and role in the inter- 
national arena, 


All the great victories scored in the Lao revolution have been attributed to 
the ardent patriotism, the solidarity and undauntedness of the Lao people of 
all tribes under the leadership of the genuine Marxist-Leninist party as well 
as to the special militant solidarity among the three Indochinese countries 
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and their solidarity with the socialist family, with the Soviet Union as 
the mainstay, and with the revolutionary movement throughout the world. 


The VCP and the Vietnamese laboring class and people are very proud to have 
the majestic LPRP as a fraternal, heroic and close comrade. The VCP and 
Vietnamese people extend great gratitude to the LPRP and the Lao people for 
constantly rendering sincere assistance to the Vietnamese revolution. 


Promoting the glorious and heroic tradition of the Indochinese Communist 
Party, faithful to Marxism-Leninism and socialist internationalism, and 
thoroughly appreciating the vital importance of the militant solidarity 
between Vietnam and Laos, as well as among Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, 

the parties and peoples of our two countries have surmounted all sacrifices 
and trials, even shedding blood to preserve and cultivate their special 
solidarity nurtured and painstakingly safeguarded by respected and beloved 
President Ho Chi Minh. Nowadays, in the present stage of the revolution, 
our militant solidarity has been more solidly consolidated than ever, cul- 
minating in the recent summit conference of Laos, Kampuchea and Vietnan. 


The VCP and Vietnamese people pledge to do their utmost to contribute to 

the successful implementation of the resolutions adopted at the summit con- 
ference of the three Indochinese countries, the enhancement of further mili- 
tant solidarity and all round cooperation between Vietnam and Laos and among 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea in order to actively contribute a worthy part 

to the revolutfonary cause in each country and to the struggle for peace 

and stability in Southeast Asia and the world. 


Long live the glorious LPRP! 


May the great friendship, militant solidarity and all round cooperation 
between the two parties and peoples of Vietnam and Laos last forever! 


With our communist salutations to you, comrades. 


CSO: 4206/66 





AGRICULTURE 


AGRICULTURAL SITUATION OVER PAST TEN DAYS REVIEWED 
OW240524 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 21 Mar 83 
[Review of agricultural activities over past 10 days] 


|\Summary] “Over the past 10 days, the northern provinces have basically com 
pleted the winter-spring rice cultivation. Marv localities, including Ha 
Bac, Thai Binh, Haiphong and Hai Hung have fulfilled or over fulfilled 
acreage plan norms. Ha Nam Ninh, Lai Chau, Vinh Phu, Thanh Hoa and Binh 

Tri Thien have fulfilled 95 percent of the transplanting plan norms.” 


The localities have now shifted to tending and fertilizing ricefields. They 
have completed the first weeding on about 39 percent of the total planted 
rice area. The riceplants transplanted earlier, especially the fifth-month 
rice 3-14, are now growing fairly. 


Noteworthy is the appearance of crop pest in some localities. Lack of water 
has been noted in some ricefields. More than 3,000 hectares in Binh Tri 
Thien and nearly !.000 hectares in Nghe Yinh, Ha Nam Ninh and Ha Bac have 
been affected. 


“The southern provinces have harvested as many as 120,000 hectares of winter- 
spring rice. In particular, provinces in the former B~2? region have also 
harvested 120,000 hectares. A number of provinces, including Long An and 
Tlen Giang, have completed or are going to complete the harvest. Long An 


nas achieved a paddy yield increase of 8 quintals per hectare, the highest 
yield ever seen.” 


Meanwhile, provinces in the former B-2 region have plowed more than 100,000 
hectares of land for the summer-fall rice. 


ver the past 10 days, the entire country has planted an additional 88,000 
ectares of vegetables and subsidiary and industrial crops, including nearly 
60,000 hectares of subsidiary crops and 15,000 hectares of industrial crops." 


In general, the cultivated area of vegetables and subsidiary and industrial 
ops, especially corn, manioc and sweet potatoes, has remained small. 


Localities are striving to plant additional acreage of manioc, corn, jute 
and rush. 


al 








Affected by the recent cold spell and by humidity, industrial crops are grow- 
ing unevenly. Localities are now concentrating on weeding and tending the 
crops planted and on preventing and controlling crop pests. 


The weather will become warmer in the coming days. In order to acnieve a 
successful winter-spring crop, localities should concentrate efforts on 
carrying out the following main tasks: 


The northern provinces should quickly shift to tending, fertilizing and pro- 
tecting the winter-spring rice crop. They should work out a plan for drought 
control for the rice crop and strive to complete the planting of vegetables 
and subsidiary and industrial crops. Meanwhile there must be a plan for 
growing early vegetables, especially bindweed. 


The southern provinces should complete the winter-spring rice harvest quickly 
so as to shift to the summer-fall crop cultivation. 


CSO: 4209/292 








AGRICULTURE 


AREA OF WINTER-SPRING RICE PLANTING REPORTED 
BK161114 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 10 Mar 83 


[Text] As of 5 March the country had planted 1.52 million hectares of 
winter-spring rice, achieving 89.4 percent of the planned area or 13,000 
hectares less than the corresponding period last year. 


Northern provinces planted 951,000 hectares, achieving 89.2 percent of the 
planned area, the rest of which is 114,492 hectares. To date, mountain pro- 
vinces have planted more than 71,000 hectares and they may continue to plant 
the remaining unplanted area of 22,000 hectares as permitted by the season 
schedule. Midland provinces have planted more than 134,000 hectares, the 
remaining unplanted area is more than 11,000 hectares. Delta provinces have 
planted 445,700 hectares and the remaining unplanted area is 56,000 hectares. 


Provinces which planted more than 90 percent of their planned areas are 
Bac Thai, Thanh Hoa, Hai Hung, Nghe Tinh, Ha Nam Ninh, Binh Tri Thien, 
Thai Binh, Lao Chau, Haiphong and Ha Bac. Provinces which achieved low 
percentage in their planned areas are Lagn Son, 17.5 percent; Quang Ninh, 
59.5 percent; Cao Bang, 60 percent; Ha Son Binh, 77.2 percent and Hanoi 
Municipality, 66.2 percent. 


Localities with slow pace of planting have not completed their planned area 
because they are faced with the shortage of rice seedlings. A number of lo- 
calities have achieved a fairly high percentage in planting. Some districts, 
however, are still slow because they have not produced seedlings and supplied 
water to cultivated areas steadily. 


The best agricultural season for spring rice planting is over. However, ac- 
cording to the actual situation, the planting may continue for several more 
days. Localities should create conditions for agricultural cooperative mem- 
bers to strive each day to complete their planned areas. Localities with 
vast unplanted areas must sow more seedlings and supervise the economical use 
of seedlings to increase the planted areas. 


CSO: 4209/292 
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AGRICULTURE 


BRIEFS 


HA NAM NINH=-As of 28 February Ha Nam Ninh Province had planted 5th month- 
spring rice on more than 139,000 hectares or nearly 96 percent of the plan- 
ned acreage. Three major rice-growing districts--Nghia Hung, Xuan Thuy 
and Hai Hau--have finished the cultivation of this rice on the entire area. 
[Text] [BK150359 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 6 Mar 83] 


BEN TRE WINTER-SPRING RICE--In the 1982-83 winter-spring crop season, Ben 
Tre Province has planted rice on nearly 30,000 hectares or 85 percent of 
the lated area. Thanks to intensive care, the province has been able to 
save some 5,600 hectares of this rice from being destroyed by drought. 
[Text] [BK150359 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 9 Mar 83] 


THAI BINH RICE PLANTING--By late February agricultural cooperatives in Thai 
Binh Province had planted 5th month-spring rice on more than 70,000 hectares 
or over 95 percent of the planned acreage. Dong Hung, Quynh Phu, Vu Thu, 
Hung Ha and Tien Hai Districts have almost completed the cultivation of 

this rice on the entire area. [Text] [BK150359 Hanoi Domestic Service in 
Vietnamese 1430 GMT 11 Mar 83 BK] 


HAI HUNG RICE GOALS--As of 5 March, Thai Hung Province had planted 105,300 
hectares of 5th month-spring rice, fulfilling 92.3 percent of the planned 

norm. Apart from striving to plant this rice on the entire area, Hai Hung 
is expected to attain a yield of 3.5 tons per hectare. [Text] [BK150359 

Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 11 Mar 83] 


SONG BE GRAIN DELIVERY--By late February, Song Be Province had delivered 
11,350 tons of grain to state granaries. This figure represents nearly 50 
percent of the annual target and doubles the volume delivered to state 
granaries during the same period last year. [Text] [BK150359 Hanoi Domes- 
tic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 10 Mar 83] 


CAO BENG DEVELOPMENT PLANS--The Cao Bang Provincial People's Council met re- 
cently to discuss measures for the successful implementation of the 1983 
state plan. In 1983, Cao Bang will strive to produce sufficient grain for 
its own consumption while stabilizing the lives of its people and firmly 
maintaining security along the border. The province will also zone areas 
for growing soybeans, tobacco and medicinal plants for export, developing 
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cattle, increasing afforestation, and reorganizing industry, small industry 
and handicrafts. [Text] [BK211315 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0400 CMT 17 Mar 83] 


BINH TRI THIEN ECCNOMY--“he Binh Tri Thien Provincial People's Council has 
called on the people of all strata in the province to concentrate on stepping 
up intensive cultivation and multicropping, redistributing the labor force, 
exploiting all hilly and swampy areas, carrying out afforestation, and ac- 
celerating the production of consumer and export goods. Binh Tri Thien is 
expected to expand its high-yield rice area to 50,000 hectares and increase 
the output of subsidiary crops converted to paddy equivalent to 37.1 per- 
cent of the total grain output. [Text] [BK211315 Hanoi Domestic Service in 
Vietnamese 0400 GMT 17 Mar 83] 


HAU GIANG RICE CROP--Hanoi, 9 Mar (VNA)--The Mekong River Delta province of 
Hau Giang, a leading rice producing province of the country, has harvested 
350,000 hectares of main rice, averaging 2.74 tonnes per hectare. The yield 
was 0.5 tonnes and the output 192,000 tonnes more than the same crop in 1981. 
This is the best crop of the province so far. In the recent main rice crop, 
the farmers were guided to practice intensive cultivation in major rice 
growing areas. Its high-yield rice area has been extended to 100,000 
hectares, twice as much as in the same crop in the previous year, producing 
more than half the province's rice output although occupying less than 30 
percent of the acreage. Various short-term, high-yield rice strains 

suited to aluminous soil have been widely planted. Thanks to the collective 
farming the local peasants have been able to build more small-sized irriga- 
tion works. They have been supplied with 17,000 tonnes of fertilizer and 
helped in plant protection work, especially in the high-yield rice area. 
[Text] [211353 Hanoi VNA in English 1459 GMT 9 Mar 83] 


AFFORESTATION EXPANSION IN SOUTH--Hanoi, 19 Mar (VNA)--The provinces from 
Quang Nam-Da Nang southward last year planted 27,300 hectares of forest 

and more than 25,000,-00 trees in other places, double the state yearly quota. 
To expand afforestation and forestry management, more than 70 afforestation 
centres, 3 forestry-industry complexes and 1 forestry product processing and 
supply complex have been built in 21 southern provinces. Besides, hundreds of 
cooperatives and product collectives have participated in tree planting and 
afforestation. Since 1977, the movement has been steadily continued in Ho 

Chi Minh City, the Mekong River Delta provinces and central coastal provinces. 
Thanks to good organisation and management, the survival rate of the trees 
last year reached from 80 to 90 percent. In many areas, afforestation has 
been closely combined with agriculture. A leading unit in this regard is 

ka Sup District in the central highlands province of Darlac. In this dis- 
trict, the local administration has helped ethnic minorities settle for 
sedentary farming, plant wet rice and other industrial plants, such as coffee 
and tea, and to raise fish while their main occupation is forestry. Each in- 
habitant has been allocated an average of 4 hectares of forest to tend. Under 
the 3-year plan (1983-1985) the southern provinces will plant 82,000 hectares 
of forest and 300 million trees in otner places. [Text] [OW211353 Hanoi VNA 


in English 0702 GMT 19 Mar 83] 
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LABOR 


BRIEFS 


TRADE UNIONS TO HOLD CONGRESS--Hanoi, 17 Mar (VNA)--The Fifth National Con- 
gress of the Vietnam Federation of Trade Unions will be convened in the 
fourth quarter of 1983, according to a decision of the secretariat of the 
Communist Party Central Committee dated 10 March. The congress will review 
the implementation of the resolutions of the fourth congress, assess the role 
and effect of the trade unions in developing the collective mastery of work- 
ers and public employees, in promoting the three revolutions, and in national 
construction and defence. It will define the orientations, tasks and measures 
of the trade unions for implementing the resolutions of the Fifth Party 
Congress and of the secretary of the Party Central Committee. In addition, 
the congress will revise the trade union statute and improve its organiza- 
tion and style of work. [Text] [0W170717 Hanoi VNA in English 0704 GMT 

17 Mar 83] 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


PUBLISHING HOUSE PRINTS MARXIST-LENINIST BOOKS 
OW171854 Hanoi VNA in English 1505 GMT 17 Mar 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 17 Mar (VNA)--Five hundred and ninety-eight titles of Marxist- 
Leninist books totalling more than 3,600,000 copies have been printed by the 
Su That (Truth) Publishing House in Hanoi, publisher of theoretical-political 
works of the Communist Party of Vietnam. 


These include 40 works by Karl Marx and 26 others in collaboration with 
Engels. 


Most of the principle theoretical works of Marxism-Leninism have been trans- 
lated and printed in Vietnamese in numerous editions. 


The "Manifesto of the Communist Party" was first published in Vietnamese in 
1949 and since then it has been reprinted ten times in tens of thousands of 
copies each. The "Criticism of Gotha's Programme" has been reprinted three 
times since its first edition in Vietnam in 1957. The first volume of the 
"Capital" was introduced to the Vietnamese public in 1957. It has been re- 
published three times in complete edition. The two-volume "Marx-Engels 
Selected Works" was first released in 1962 followed by the second edition in 
1971. 


Publication of Marx-Engels' 50-volume complete works is under preparation. 
The first volume was published in 1978, and the second is expected to be re- 
leased this year on the centenary of Karl Marx's death. 


The publishing house is cooperating with the Dietz Berlin Publishing House 
of the German Democratic Republic in printing a new 6-volume selected works 
of Marx and Engels including an index. Its first volume has just come off the 
press in 60,000 copies and the edition is expected to be completed in 1984. 


It is also cooperating with the Soviet "Progress" Publishing House in publish- 
ing a new edition of the "Capital" in eleven volumes with 10,000 pages each. 
The work is scheduled to be completed in 1985. 


The Su That Publishing House and other Vietnamese publishers have published 
many studies by Vietnamese and foreign authors of Marx's life and work or 


introductions to the major works of Marxism-Leninism. 


CSO: 4200/458 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


SON MY VILLAGE RECOVERS FROM WAR DAMAGE 
OW250907 Hanoi VNA in English 0704 GMT 25 Mar 83 


[Text] Hanoi, 24 Mar (VNA)--Eight years after the complete liberation of 
South Vietnam, Son My, a village which had made international headlines 

with the massacre on 16 March 1968 of more than 500 people by the "American" 
division of the U.S. expeditionary army, has completely changed its physio- 
nomy. Verdant rice fields have covered the scars of war, rows of fir trees 
and strips of coconut palms have been planted on former ''free-firing" zones. 


Before 1975, Son My (now Tinh Khe Village, Son Tinh District, Nghia Binh 
Province) was a desolate land heavily ravaged by war, most of its population 
had gone elsewhere in quest of a living and did not return until after the 
liberation of South Vietnam. Today, the village already has more than 2,900 
families with 10,040 persons 70 percent of its houses are already covered 
with tiles. At Tu Cung Hamlet where 407 people were killed in the Son My 
mascacre 80 percent of the families have brick houses. 


A few years after liberation 217 hectares of land had been put under culti- 
vation, and traditional trades such as mat weaving and fishing restored. 
Agricultural cooperatives were organized, and by 1982, the crop land had 
been extended to 770 hectares. 


The people in Son My have built seven dams against sea water to broaden the 

rice acreage. In 1982, Son My reaped 1,536 tonnes of rice, the best harvest 
so far. The fishing cooperatives caught 290 tonnes of fish and other marine 
products and this year they plan to buy more motor boats of the 100 hp type 

to increase the catch to 400 tonnes. 


Mat weaving, a tamous traditional craft of the Son My people, was neglected 
during the war. After liberation, a mat weaving cooperative was organised 
absorbing surplus manpower to supply enough mats for the whole district. 

At present, the cooperative involves 240 families provided with 259 looms 
and 40 hectares of rush. Each year, it has produced from 10,000 to 160,000 


mats. 


Every hamlet in Son My now has a school of its own. In the current academic 
year, the whole village has 1,759 pupils of primary and secondary schools and 
250 children in the infant schools or classes. Besides a basic general 
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schvol run by the state, the population has contributed tens of thousands 
of workdays and hundreds of thousands of dong to building classrooms at 
all the 21 hamlets. In the 1981-1982 academic year, the Tinh Khe Basic 
General School earned the title of frontrank school in the district. The 
village health station has ten wards and each hamlet has a medicine chest. 
Periodic vaccinations have become an established regime and each family is 
provided with standard kerb-well and sceptic tank. 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


BRIEFS 


PUBLIC FACILITIES BUILT--Hanoi, 17 Mar (VNA)--Since the beginninf of this 
year, Cu Chi District in Ho Chi Minh City, a revolutionary base in the 
anti-U.S. resistance war, has put into operation many public facilities 
valued at nearly 52 million dong. These included a 100-bed hospital and a 
theatre which can seat 3,400 the local population has contributed tens of 
thousands of workdays to building 7 classrooms and repairing 58 others. 

They have also helped set up a transmission system linking the district town 
with the villages, improved 14,500 metres of road and 7 bridges. In addi- 
tion, 63 houses were built for families of fallen combatants and war invalids 
in the district. [Text] [0W171920 Hanoi VNA in English 1502 GMT 17 Mar 83] 
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POPULATION, CUSTOMS AND CULTURE 


BRIEFS 


TRUNG SISTERS’ UPRISING COMMEMORATED--Hanoi, 21 Mar (VNA)--A ceremony to com- 
memorate the 1943rd anniversary of the uprising of the Trung sisters was held 
at the Hai Ba Temple here yesterday. The Trung sisters led a victorious up- 
rising against Chinese domination in the forties of the first century A.D. 
Talking to the participants, the chairman of the People's Committee of the 

Hai Ba Precinct, said that the Trung sisters’ uprising is an immortal epic 

of the Vietnamese nation's unity, strong will for independence, freedom and 

a life in dignity. After the ceremony, diversified games and art performances 
were held in and around the temple compound. [Text| [0W210755 Hanoi VNA in 
English 9718 GMT 21 Mar 83] 


CSO: 4200/458 


194 








BLOGRAPHIC 


INFORMATION ON VIETNAMESE PERSONALITIES 


[The following information on Vietnamese personalities has been extracted from 
Vietnamese-language sources published in Hanoi, unless otherwise indicated. 
Asterisked job title indicates that this is the first known press reference to 
this individual functioning in this capacity. ] 


‘ \ 
Hoang cfm [HOANGF CAAMF] *Lieutenant General 


Member of the Central Committee of the VCP; *Commander of the Fourth Military 
Region; he was listed as a deputy of Thanh Hoa Province to the 7th National 


Assembly. (NHAN DAN 11 Dec 82 p 1) 


] 
Teeth co (TOO DINHF COWF] 


*Standing Member of the VCP Committee, Nghia Binh Province; *Chairman of the 
People’s Committee, Nghia Binh Province; he was listed as a deputy to the 7th 
National Assembly. (NHAN DAN 11 Dec &2 p 1) 


. 
O${ng Dinh othe [DAWNGJ DINHF ZUWOWNGX] 


*Standing Member of the VCP Committee, Vinh Phu Province; *Vice Chairman of 
the People's Committee, Vinh Phu Province; on 16-17 Sep 82 he attended a con- 
ference of the Vinh Phu Oriental Medicine Association. (TAP CHI DONG Y N°3 


1982 p 33) 
,y 4 
Trfn v¥n @@ [TRAANF VAWN DEES] 


Vice Chairman of the Fatherland Front Committee, Ha Nam Ninh Province; he 
attended a conference of the Oriental Medicine Association on 25-26 Feb 82. 


(TAP CHI DONG Y N°6 1982 p 30) 


Le Van Giao [LEE VAWN GIAO] 


Secretary of the VCP Committee, Ba Vi District, Hanoi; his article on military 
inductions in his district appeared in the cited source. (QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 


25 Feb 83 p 3) 








2 
Dang Van Cioi [DAWNCJ VAWN GIOIR] 


*Member of the VCP Committee, Ho Chi Minh City; he was mentioned in an article 
on Phong Phu Textile Plant in the cited source. (VAN HOA NGHE THUAT Jan 83) 


7 
Ly Hos [LYS HOAF] 


President of Ho Chi Minh University; on 28 Feb 83 he signed a cooperation 
agreement with a French University. (NHAN DAN 5 Mar 83 p 4) 


Pham Hoanh [PHAMJ HOANHF] 


Deputy Secretary of the VCP Committee, Quang Ninh Province; Chairman of the 
People's Committee, Quang Ninh Province; recently he accompanied Politburo 
Member Nguyen Duc Tam on a visit of cadres and others in the physical education 
and sports sector in his province. (THE DUC THE THAO 26 Feb 83 p 1) 


Pham S8n Khai [PHAMJ SOWN KHAT] 
President of Can Tho University; on 28 Feb 83 he signed a cooperation agreement 


with a French university. (NHAN DAN 5 Mar 83 p 4) 


_§ 4 . at 
Chao Chin Khuan [CHAOR CHINS KHUAANR] 


*Deputy Secretary of the VCP Committee, Quan Ba District, Ha Tuyen Province; 
he was mentioned in the article "At the Border” in the cited source. (TO 


‘OC Jan 83 p 13) 
* Chu Lang [BEES CHU LANG] 


Chairman of the People's Committee, Lang Son Province; recently he spoke to 
voters in his province. (NHAN DAN 23 Feb 83 p 1) 


cou Thi Mien (NGUYEENX THIJ MIEENJ] 


*Vice Chairwoman of the People's Committee, Thanh Hoa Province; on 7-8 Aug 82 
ne made a speech and handed out awards at a conference of the Thanh Hoa 
Oriental Medicine Association. (TAP CHI DONG Y N°3 1982 p 32) 


Vu Minh | VUX MINH ] 


*Member of the VCP Committee, Ha Nam Ninh Province; Vice Chairman of the 
eople's Committee, Ha Nam Ninh Province; on 25-26 Feb 82 he attended a con- 
ference of the Oriental Medicine Association. (TAP CHI DONG Y N°6 1982 p 30) 


96nz Ngac [DOONGS NGACJ] 

*Deputy Director of the Administrative Office of the VCP Central Committee; 

Assistant to Secretary General Le Duan; on 22 Feb 83 he was in Vientiane for 
-ummit conference of Laos, Kampuchea and Vietnam. (NHAN DAN 23 Feb 83 p 1) 


196 











4 
vic the Nghi Sn [VIEEN THEE” NGHIEEM] 


*Chairman of the People's Committee, Ha Tuyen Province; he was mentioned in an 
article about his province in the cited source. (TO QUOC Jan 83 p 12) 


Phan Nhuy [PHAN NHUYJ] deceased 


Member of the VCP; former Chairman of the Administrative Committee, Dien Ban 
District; Director of the Quang Nam-Da Nang Industry and Commerce Service; a 
specialist in the Ministry of Home Trade; born in 1896 in Dien Ban District, 
Quang Nam-Da Nang, he died on 23 Feb 83 in Ho Chi Minh City. (NHAN DAN 1 Mar 


83 p 4) 

Hoat 4 

oang Manh Tan [HOANGF MANHJ TAAN] 
6 


Standing Member of the VCP Committee, Ha Nam Ninh Province; Vice Chairman of 
the People's Committee, Ha Nam Ninh Province; on 25-26 Feb 82 he attended a 
conference of the Oriental Medicine Association. (TAP CHI DONG Y N°6 1982 p 30) 


4 @ | 
Che vit Tah [CHEES VIEETS TAANS] 


*Deputy Director of the Economics Department of the VCP Central Committee; 
recently he attended meetings with a Soviet economic delegation. (NAN DAN 


5 Mar 83 p 1) 
Aa A : ; 
Lenh Hau Thi [LEENH HAAUJ THI] 


*Secretary of the VCP Committee, Quan Ba District, Ha Tuyen Province; he was 
mentioned in the article “At the Border" in the cited source. (TO QUOC Jan 83 


p 13) 
Aes 
Nguy@n @ac Tho [NGUYEENX DAWCS THOJ] 


Director of the Physical Education and Sports Service, Hanoi; on 18 Feb 83 he 
presided at a conference of the Vietnam Tabie Tennis Association. (THE DUC 


THE THAO 26 Feb 83 p 3) 
uve rms picevees. 
Nguyen @uc Thuan [NGUYEENX DUWCS THUAANJ] 


Member of the VCP Central Committee; Member of the Council fo State; Chairman 
of the Vietnam Confederation of Trade Unions; on 1 Mar 83 he was at Tan Son 
Nhut Airport to welcome a Czechoslovak Assembly delegation. (NHAN DAN 2 Mar 


83 p 1) 

Quang Trung [QUANG TRUNG] *Colonel 

*Member of the VCP Committee, Son La Province; *Member of the People's Com- 
mittee, Son La Province; *Commanding Officer of the Military Command, Son La 


Province; a Thai minority member; he was listed as a deputy to the 7th National 
Assembly. (NHAN DAN 11 Dec 82 p 1) 
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—Dang Toan Vinh [DAWNGJ TOANF VINH] 
. 


*Director of the Physical Department and Sports Service, Quang Ninh Province; 
recently he reported on sports activities in his province to Politburo Member 
Nguyen Duc Tam during the latter's visit. (THE DUC THE THAO 26 Feb 83 p 1) 
Pham Xong [PHAMJ XONG] aks Pham Hong [PHAMJ HOONGF] 


*Standing Member of the VCP Committee, Gia Lai-Kon Tum Province; he was listed 
as a deputy to the 7th National Assembly. (NHAN DAN il Dec 82 p 1) 


CSO: 4209/300 - END - 
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